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© acceptance )) if the ſeverity | 
"FP of the Winter ſeaſon bin- ? (| 
E. ing the Preſs, and the 
FO - nkindveſs and delay of the } 
= "Printer ſmce ,- bad not un- © 
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I» happily prevented it : tho 
© "you may now wvery juſt} 
= "admire that among ſo great | 
© a wariety of . Books penned 
= on this Subjed, and” the. 
be infinite Diſpmes that have 
4 troubled the World: about it , 
F Þ ſhould preſume to appear 
tn pubhek, that I ſhould en- 
* page info difficult a Prob- 


my - 


6 - lem, ana ſhould venture to 
E”.-  mahe-4 diſeovery of this, 


erra Incog 
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1 ny... Emament- gh Leatued 
Men, in their. moſt curious 
endeavours : 0 f. finding out 
the truth .of it, ( launching 
forth into this vaſt Ocean _) 
bave at length. returned 
back laden. with nothing but 
with greater doubts, and 
heavier perp lexities ;_ but the 


great Motive - that bath in- 
duced me to the Publicati- 
on of it, is this, That the 
facile perſs waſzon of irreſpe- 
Grve Decrees, bath infinite- _ © 
| ty contributed to the deſpe- 

® 7 ale PY. eſumption - of ſome 
they as vainly ima- 


| gining that there is no paſ+ 
\& A4 7 


"from 77 
n "have | " naibay- 
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"drawn © many Honge 
concluſions , that 
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eater, and their 
pineſs indeed-firmer, than. 


% 4 


* 


in truth > and \ reality 
ence theſe. Abſolute 'Pre- 
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deftinarians bave- often: 
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Bleſſing,” and: "ſz 
1ef © thetr - horrible 
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| is 


mes , 
ber Bo 
He 
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Arts have canſed nth 
to err, and: deviate - for 
the truth ; and they 


wholl - ſoudied to” poſf 
their 'P roſelytes with | an-0+ 


pinion , that they fhall never 


enter into Heaven, that the 
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Gates thereof fhait be ' faſt 
/ Jockt and bolted againſt them,. 
if they - bring \not this 

ef of their "abſolute. Elefion, x 
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 frened and ſealed by the 
of. the Pi ebyrtery, ' y 


4204-0 Dort ) far: their rea- 
zy.aamiſſuon znto it." -..-Y0 that 
e Rel; pious  L hes ters 


E-  '- : have. too often allured, and. 
” - '-fo : captivated too. many to 
3 embrace this deſperate Prin- | 
Ciple, and bereby. they bave |} 


eas ly. obtained: the 'grea- 
teft Victory, and Conqueſt 0- 
F _ wer. the weakeſt Juagements | 
= . in. a Nation; | and. in. this 
manner they have encoura- 
L, gea.men. to borrid Rebelli- 
b 2 On.” Wi ben theſe - P redeſtt- 
i E” . naraan. peſts did breath fort h 
infeious Do&rmes , 


6: reading the Poyſon of theſe | 
© _ deſtructive, Principles into 
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their Followers breaſts', who 
have thereby imagined them- 
ſelves as ſecure of Heaven 
and happineſs , as .if they 
were at that wery | inſtant 4 
in the preſent poſſeſſion there- - 2 
of. But "tis ſtrange ," that , 
"men ſhould Jay on the. foun- 
- dation of” the  'Goſpel . of 
Peace, ſuch Wood, Haypgand © 
Straw, meer Stubble; ſuch pic 
tiful infirm Doftrines, which 
will not abige the. Teſt-of 


ſound , . and ſober.» Reaſon,, 
all of which are, ſo, highly 
 Pjurious ta God, and as fa: 
Tally dangerous to. men ; infi: d 
nitely” prejudicing their\ minds 
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Epiſtle ; 
* "Fold: when he Cannot, 
er. Yabours to produce 
oper "marks,.. and fig 
natures -of Chriſtuanity;, which ©. 
almayes be made known j 
 bnd oy: in the in- 
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our. lives; and. atti-- 


'\\dOES, 

= way \ ee youn Pie- 
By but rather a- ; confede- 
racy in fon. )» and 'an affocia- 


Hou F1/A miquity., 
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Dedicatory. ; 
or prevate Party ; which bath 

been t00, HOtOrIOUS: among 6. 
T bough (-my Lord ,) what 
I bave. done in my. enſuing 
Treatiſe, bath been: with-a 
purpoſe; far". aiffetent\., from 
| what  \was truly vifeble-in 
the face .of | other;;mens de- 
| fegns;.4 x, that:\Gods great 
| mercy.\\ towards :tÞe.:race-0 
DManking, ..may .be\truly. ad- 
vanc d, ; and. glor ified 'in this 
our | Retegian ;'and:that.-men 
may : be. right ly \ HnſtruTed), 
dtd dilly. Inproved, and that 
| igiow \ ome. of: life, diſco: 
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pon this .- "account - Your 
4 CLordſbip bath ſeen "Rebelli- 
FT on: march under "the diſguiſe 
of Reformation, and though 
the” wind of Religion diſs 
played ſome mens Banners; 
yet. profit and intereſt direc- 
red their march. But though 
the North" may be ſtill preg- 
nant with" theſe © kind © of 

Storms; yet" [' hope" men 

wil have their eyes \in their 
bends to foreſee them ; and 
when fire\'breaks owt- in''a 
Neg our. Nation . they wil 


exerciſers  grouteſt care 
for" \rho"-preſervation, and 
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God - be thanked, we have a 
Neptune: /o powerful, that 
I can compoſe the + raſh, and 
| -calm the. widlence of thoſe * 
H turbulent. and impetuows: Nor- 
-  thern. Seas, and. Tempeſt. 
4 bus what 1 have done-(my 


Ls 


© "hr \ Notion, that. bath:bad 


Wd nahoamrce 
b fluence .0n- menss\\pr | 
the. Nation. And 


4 ety is ſo exemplary. among. 


backer of Your Fu. 'Naid 
and P atronage ; though the. 
deſign of it deſerves - Pro- 


l- tecdon of one like Tour ſe Wo 
| whoſe great Loyalty, and Pi- 


us ; and whoſe life is a perfett 
contradiftion to this Geneva 
Principle. So that Your 
conſtant F idelity and Allegi- 
ance to our  aread Sovereign- 
in the greateſ viciſſtudes, 
and varieties of A ccidents : 
and Tour wonderful Zeal in 
promoting true Religion and 
Piety appears to the Worldzto 
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be the cleareſt confirmation of. 


Tour "Ty of this Aſſertion of 
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Gods 
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encourngement 1 to acknow! edge 


my felf i in the moſt humble qu- 
5 * andl the moſt ſubmiſfor 
Stile, -to'be 


My Lox, 


Your Honours moſt 


obliged and moſt _ 


_ 


obedient Servant, 


Gods Abſolute” 'Ele&ion of.. } 
Mien. All which -grues me 
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Books Printed for, and are to be ſold by 

Edward Vize, at the Bil Op s 

. Head over agamſt the Royal 
Exchange m Cornhill. 


"A Diſcourſe of Prayer': Wherein 
{ A this great Duty 1s ſtated, ſo as 
to: oppole ſome Principles and Practi- 
ces of Papiſtz and Fanstichs; as they are 
contrary to the. Publick Forms of the 
Church of Ez21ana, eſtabliſhed by her 
Eccleftaſtical Canons, and confirmed 
by Atsof Parliament. _ 

A Diſcourſe concerning ihe Tryal of 
Spirits : 'Wherein Inquiry 1s made 10- 
to Mens Pretences. to Inſpiration for 
publiſhing' Dotrines in the Name of 
God, beyond the Ro'es of the Sacred 
Scriptures. In oppolition to. ſome 
Principles and Practices of Papits and 
Fznaticks ; as they contradift the Do- 
Arines of the Church of England, de- 
fined in her Articles of Religion, efta- 
1 blifhed by. her Ecclefiaſtical Canons, 
i and confirmed by AQts of Parliament... 
, A Spittle Sermon Preach'd In Saint 
Brides Pariſh Church, on Weadzeſday in 
Exfter Week, being the Second Day of. 

| [= April, 


FE "Af 4 
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wy, 


April, 1684. Before the Right Honou- 
rable. the Lord Mayor, the Court of Al- 
dermen, and the Sheriffs of the now 
Proteſtant, and Loyal, City of Loxdoy. 
Theſe three, by Thomas P:rtis, 'D. D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majeſty. 
Advice to the Readers of the Com- 
mon-Prayer,. and to tlie People attend- 
iog the ſame : With a Preface concern- 
ing Divin: Worſhip.  Humbly offered 
to Conſideration , for promoting the 
pts DESC and Solemaity in per- 
orming the Offices of Gods Publick 
Worſpip, adminiſtred according to the 
Order eſtabliſhed by Law amoagſt us. 
By a well meaning (though unlearn- 
T, 


) Laick of the Church of England, 
-S, A; LS OH 

The Life of the Learned and Reve- 
rend _ Dr. Peter Heylin, Chaplain to 
Charles1. and Charles Il. Monarchs of 
Great Britain. Written by George Ver: 
non, Rector. of Boarton on the Water in 
Glouceſterſhire,  \ 
- The Crafty Lady.: Or the Rival of 
Himſelf:;A Gallant Intriegue. -Tran- 
lated 'out of French into. Ene/i/b, by 


-— - 


The 
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The 7/i{fons of Government, Where- 
in the Antimonarchical Principles and 
. Practices of all Fanatics! - Commons 

wealths-mex 
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Book enti- 
or the Di- 


the Aſertors of abſolute,and in- 
onditionate Reprokation : I do hear- 
tily wiſh, Thad read ® Ingeni- 


E -- with s ſiridler edverceney ; but how: 
b ever Iſhall not Pater footlteps 
; butendea- 


judgementof rhat excellent 


rour to. trace 
ſtionch neem > Gods 
= ro every ( Chriſtian? ſo far forth as Di- 
== vine Revelation (that is, the Sacred 
$ Scripture ) gives direQtion and 


——_- Pruous an incruder, as S oft a for if 
» be - — -eale- 0.2. [ ding of t 
_-.--. grear D ottr 
= any other Divine Myf 
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Natwve 'of Gods Decfees. 


orear amr injury, as not to ackndw 
che' Almighty the Author 'of the: 
ftruſer poines of Divinity , as well in- 
deed as the ſole Diſpoſer of the know- 
ledge of thear: - the beſt diſcovery of 
which ; is moft_clearly deriv*d from 
che Lighe of Gods revealed Will, inthe 
 bripfiter Oracles of his Word; fothar 
Þ ſhalt encirely adhere tothe advice of 
an” eminent Fatlier 'in the | Greek 
Chbrch ; 18 (at! 3 307 dyfor 
pauchetesy wats 28 y/ar dre vebwy. Ln 
ere” yerov, (thatis)-4sc 
the- holy and\drvine myſteries of Faith, 
pro + Chr Iau eons og we 0bg hr to do 


purhris her 43:0 Introduce the 
of our: erniiog the' mcer iſſues of 
our emi invention'; without ' the: divine 
warranty au ' euthirity of the Sacred 
rh And-here TEN 


_ _— 
and come under the plain Appellati 


59" Beata 
ER the Arco conn 


la fil gry rai, 
God « hiniſelf;;/ when 
Tibe:thar to him, which: by an 
conceſſion they will allow.to a rati- 
onal creature ;.*when even a prudefit 
perſon; Coin is or wank as wen 
£d-40t 


lets : Ale Face 
lar! a de- 
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Molds. 'who/in o his Diokip Preſci- 
ence, does clearly foreſee, | how'things 
in his juſt TH willi/be' effeted, 
and certainly come-to' pals 7 S0 that 
poor ' mati'falling'from his ofiginal re- 
Qitude,and primitive integrity;and not 
x inthat ſphere of duty; wherein 
St God had placed him; he did 
url loſe- that full aſpect'and Cor- 
refpondence;;' [namely that bleſſed 
communion he ad with his Creator J- 
Hence. he' was condemhied t 
nal night of horror, and {6/tocircu- 
hte in perperual miſery 3! till the Al 
mighty, from*the'rendernels of his 
pity and corattheabiah'; : did© break 4 
torch witlſo quick a light and-mercy,; i. 
in that' ſo' ſignaſ'an'irfadiation of his | oY 
goodnels;1 in fir {t Evangelical Pro» 2 
=17s that the ſeed of the "Wonimn ſhall _— 
bred the wr BY Thar firſt C. 
W 4U1vine add: mercy; 
did het ſhine Porch bn mxthe Inoarna- 
rynioogte bleſſed Saviaur 5/*and- fo 
Fg read aefhey ;2of Gods 
pp — ER wth LAOPH10; 
Teſs 4, Wo 


dept 


= 
_ 
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e all FREY of God: 
an 

== high yall or er | 

5. Gods, abſolurs 

hat he will go. Do ;n this | 

A Ws £000 3n- this 

9p in 6s of men 

To.on he ova i vc: 

£n6contrary, inthein 

at, on all 
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* ATE. MEN ; but ix. 


| 9p perſeveris vicious: id 
ip, by.reaſen of that” 


of: 


| 16VPUS [£norMm1-: 


that there is no Court of Judicature in 
any :Nation makes Penal Laws and De- 
crees againſt mens meer perſons and 
natures, 'but only againſt" cheir-viler 
wayes,and notorious pradtices,and hor- 3 
rid miſdemeanours; for there is no Sta- I 
rutethat takes | 


fainly t kneo dey 
World did ed ejer aint 
hn hee 


own wor 
-f9 "that the 


go ht 
lemerits ; 


| object of 


Bhs 


felf , 
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2 2208 
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| ourſclves: . For: ome men £ 
b- vine Decrees.,/2S, BEOTR, 
$=-> jay ,as: if, they, 


leaps 


s x 
n fondly pes 


xF 


4 
pal 


ly velige d, rp by Sri 


ic and facih , and aSquiet 

-on Chrift as ſome term 

ot as others have Chriftned their 

5 the name of a bare relyin 4 
rolli: themſelves on"our blefft 

; Thy, they 

waded rhetnfelVes, that 

1 down right at haſt into 

ar of erernal felicity, as if 

had taken | —"—— of Heaven 

nd endleſs bliſs _ Theſe Opi- 


-of ther, 
'eternity ;' fo chat 
A + never move 


mg MABIRE 18) 
let me fteer my' 
ly. and pioufly., FE 


And Sprocnins 


a pa Orr 


{and forſadly deluded 
; and22miſtaken confi- 


> i6is.invainto urge, 


\ are true: and ri 


ſelf, and all his Apoſtles, {c 

ſpire in this one granddeſign ; and all 
[ ay ren _——— are di- 
rected tothis fn end -and 
their exhortations are addreſt i in the 


men ſhould -notigivethe leaſt alſeric to 


and converſations: Sd 
confirm men in _ 


cords, ;n the 
FY tolre rhe -ingebLE all birome 


5 that all Power 


, and right of Domi- 
ed, and derives its Ori- 


ginal from grace ,which theſe-men 
only 


rs": Sos 


—'Y 
© © 
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_ And how 
too than 
Syrens,8 


Faith / and 
ced ther ; 


ow | 


» Þ 4g —_ 


_ _— Rebellion, that 'the - 

pulſe -of: the .peoples obedience; cag- 
Not; keep. irs due order. and time with 
the. welladviſed. laws -and conſticuti- 
[085 07.2 Kingdom, ;./and this cauſes 
the. greateſt - fevers: of, State-gr,;the 
[boylings.; of the irruared . raſſions/of 
meg, increaſing to un inflammetion, 
-rill at laſk they.break out, and ſo:uo- | 
bi ppily' the whole body of a Nation 
combuſtion, Agd to this end, 
_— Toms ſome of theſe! Predeſtina. 
Tian fuxmiſers (andall.co advancetheir 
df, pernigious.deſfigns);evaded a plain 
truth: m.. the Sacred. word. witha du- 
_ ious ſenſe, and ſo have wrackt people 
into 'errour - with- the-\,Text, made 
guialiber 2 quolibet ? how did they; ſtare - 


all where the ſenſe was. iteral, 
Ae. follow. the-huntafter irre- - 


ſpeCtive decrees.? How have ſuch Scri- © 
pture Anatomiſts: made the moſt'cu- 
rious.inſpeCtions into the whole body 
of. the. Holy.::'Writ,, Bs they: did 
ſearch. into.,.. and ranſack every-part © 
of the. Old. and new Teſtament, they | 
| have e owelPdeyery-ſeemiog proba- 
be Text.to:this.very end; and. all.to 
diſcover, ſome veins ; of - intimation. of 


the TORS abſolute tealeGon of fame 
RD indi- 
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mdividual perſons; ':arid-of the fatal 
reprobatiowof-others: » 10 that theſe 
men (ſtylingand affirming themſelves 
to be the godly party have from bene 

been” Encourag'd» to unhioge .:dus 


govert ,/prete { revelation, 
| nay ,: urging Goſpel} tor -it + Ack 
'| therefore: our late King: of: Blefſed: 
' Memory, did malt: exceliently. plead 
his Regal 'title- againſt the-{ceaungly: 
devoutInnovators; by: fully-proving to: 
them that:our! Saviour! Chris King: 
dom would fully »eſtabliſh-his,2and' 
not in ſ the: leaſt | pluck 46 down ior | 4 
ſubvert it; ſince:the Gdoſfel:is:the- PP”. 
readieſt-means to ENNIO - - "3g 
_ ey;' and; not to delſtroy:ir:;-and;theres: | . 
fore he'rells us, 'that it21s 10: vain-for: ; 
any: to think to- build ctheir:; Piety on: I 
the ſadder'ruins: of» their|\Loyalty,:: or: 4 
to-becotnte Bankrupts: of their obey | - 2 
tn might ; UP [a -/QUIEKET?; 4 
for Religion » ON ftche «might ſhake. 
hands with-the.one;! bid! a final, fare- 
well and adieu-;to; Allegiance, that” 
God. But now tis reſt evidept'on- 
the.other fide, thatour Apoſtalietzom: 
Loyalty argues our greateſt defeQtion- 
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even from God: himſelf ; for the re- 


ry drviionah and coo way 
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to pay due obedience to the 

to God : For in 

Km. ang 1.1 $;-Paul does abſolute 

jeQtion unto 

er powers, all which is en- 

for&d with the moſt convincing reaſon 

andargument,/inthe following words, 

there'is no authority, or power, but 

it"is of God :  ſo-that this. muſt be 2 
rends''to obey God , and'tha by 

violating this -part 'of his 
true and right:zeal , that endeavours 
to- adyance Teal piety , and-that by 


gr iS a perfect denyal 
pope mmand 4a-:ready ſub 
gn 
7/264 rin Ivete; fps ami felt Greater, for 
ſtrange piece. of Religion , that pre- 
Law; and cai'it 'be interpreted to be 
unde! an Ju funda- 


to own'the! r of = eat Law- 
giver, 'and. bp: refitio = Vers! 
-'to- Rn any Gods 
vec Cog and Divine Sever ie 
(whitharehedg*din, and fenc'd og: 
with:the ſevereft: threats :and commi- 


navions:): for; he that reſferh, or 
poet rhe rl of | ©" ci 


himſelf 
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Himfelr ad Fri Fr  farhe 
pacifick. temper and ipirit of ſubjeRj- 
on ſhould moye in us, as id arts 
primitive Chriſtians; the ſame foulof 
obedience ſhould a& as vigorouſly in 
our bodies,as it did in theirs, whenthey 
WETE under a Nero, a D:ocleian' or a 
«lian : and our Saviour himſelf when 
hedid come into the World , did-ijac 
only command conſtant - ſubmilſſiots to 
_ the Civil Magiſtrate: (though a cruel 
Heathen), but he did exemplifie #he 
lame in his own practice, and tharby 
paying # Tribute to-the'Gextite Emn> 
perour, though he was put to the ex- 
| of a wacl ariet ng 

- Corng a Picece Or money tt! a 
+ uber 0 asin. Mitth. 17.27; 
Indeed the-power of a King does take 
its! immediate riſe and origine fromd 
God himfelf; for it is expreſly dech- 
red 1n the fore-quoted place of. the 
Romans, Chap. 13. 2. thattbere is/no 
power, but it 1s ſolely of God; fot 
when ether BleQion, or indeed Con; 
Ms and: the lame continued by 'a 

ries of fiiecefſion , dares feta Kun 
over the |people', it 45 then: the 
proper att; arnd'thar eicher 


hey's 
with the people or without them, fo 
.-C:3 that 
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hat if with'rheir mutual conſent , as 
inthe cafe 'of EleQtion, then God at 
their reaſonable defire and requeſt does 
crown” the/peoples vertue, and he does 
fil ele&:in the ſubje&s' choice; and 
men" are prefum'd to make- a ready 
eleQtion of ſuch aone to fale/and go- 
wern, in whomcthe prone 


of vertue and 6f power and" pgoodne 
<Gthe divinity 6f-a King) does-ſeern 
'moſt 'confpicuous -, and** ſhine: forth. 
moſt glorious t- Or if 'a Monarch'is 
fetiup and conftituted//without 'the. 
conimon ſuffrage-of theipeople;, as-is 
moſt-evident;inthat of Conqueſt, then 
= the Almighty" does many times judge 
=_ a Kingdoms wices by a goodiPrince os 
E xbad;-If by\a:igood one; then'*ris'fit 
andimoſt reaſonable ,' rharjtrue vertue 
ſhould-propagire andvindicare-it: ſelf 
irithe juft'honour-and/real power the - 
Lord: hathinvefted him:with :: On the 
b _ other ſide, if this is effeted' by a"bad 
2&4 Prince, cis but equally juſt, that the 
= people ſhould quietly ſubmit the fins 
A of their[:apeand times to/ the remedy 
{:where'-Cod-'is. the 'Phylician Y'as 
knowing':this to be the readieſt means 
of. a: healthful: Policy , for'every ore 
t does fully believe thg'World tobe 
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Gods'proper economy ,* heimuſt'ag 
readily conclude; that theLordigo- 
verns the Ginswwith the ming truth. 
and\equity; - and-fince by him(Kings 
reign; no man' may arrive to" fo ret 
Nd Porn a-preſumption; as t0- ay to 
a'Primce , Whis doſt thou ?\ by way"of 
the: leaft correftion; for in that» very 
_ inftant he reproaches God wes Fre 
a King does notigovern the: 
his will, but God 'does really-do if 
the Kings will :- ſo that men byreſi 
ing'the Conſtitutions and Ordinance 
of God, do endeavour topull theReing 
of Government dur of his hafds; and 
thus firive t6::ſubvert his/ oider an# 
economy ;- and 2fo ſuch'mmen-juſtly: 
incur t C facal: ſenterice! cuproſt in 
che-moſt direfol'puniſhment!1n Rowe. 
r3:2.tharhe that'refiſteth, or oppoſeth: 
authority, (the real Ordinance of God): 
receives) to himlelf, not only 'wetue, a 
temporal judgement, bur le reaps the. 
miſerable conſequence of all 'in:eter= 


nal deſtruftion; forihe receives to him-: 
Rf dartination. +1 have ibſfiſted-the: 


Met VF by thro, ow _—_ __ | 
Crobich very 
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very as Fs aretranſplanted: 
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| \ Me, Calvin's dinafors. in 34 laf 
apts the Surch San of bis In. 
oe 6 Tet from the Popifh Sem 
es): nnd To Are grown too high, 
RN alnoR becy become ripe among us ; 
but you-know, that when a Dileaſe xe: 
WOW a1 gy a IGENG. ou CUre,..jS th 
remedy:; for Iimpicry ya 
e-Pver-run with: Thiltles «and 
I Vice may.ſJupplant Loyal 
Vertes! rand fo. may at laſt mature. a 
Kingdoms Neruont! Fox then: it 
may ſeem an; calle and indifferent.con 
telt;, : whether the, Uhurper OF; 2the 
Owner have thebe& tight, maukitude 
and rreagth {ſwaying the Mobile either 
way! anchitemay provea;very:dificule 
matter;:for-tmith and} right, toſabdue 
greater::anmigs- inftieed: of -yices, then 
really of men: fo en thedilae. of - 
Opapareac—ak th air 19to botdies. 
Bankrypt-wi ' NOt! baperta 
books wy fortunes: ugder x on 
make>Warupon the Lan: 
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Honens of thy > way of a Ki 


Edd And. late Wha ol _ 
Nation be. in-a ſhort time, more-than 
a Nen.of Wild Beats, when no man 
{hall agknowledge any coercivePower, 
but what his owa unruly will. & Mens 


fancy does warrant and JAE 


ng ry I have infiſted the 
ghis Head; toroot. ous that 
Pringzple; which is, roo faft. xivecr 
in {ine mens minds and beliefs, Thas 
they are abfolutely] decreed wn falvati- 
9h, po them live {and a& as. th 
pletſe ;..and; thag their being, 
to overeal life, gen, nd, 
low heir foaleſt crimes 

me Arc farchas op opinion 
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eannor by | acknowledge to 'be-truly 
Van Per. 16 And we not lors fincs 


She aye felt the {ad 'and: direful 
of As of this, when DoQrines'truly 
deftraftive of Government, Wef& not 


ofily cofitented talodge in the lead, in 
mens private pitiions, but were be- 
come” as reſtleſs, 'as their minds and 
fury-5' 'or like /a ' malignant humonry 
am s of propagating it ſelf and 
ruine;*and that'by running down into 


the hand, to the ſpeedy execution of 


the” [moſt dreadful''Murder , to the 


of of the moſt unheard of Tragedy 


WG 4 


moftindulgent Prince. . Thus 
edt sPrmciples ſown'in ſoryemens 
breaſts Xderiving themſelves from this 
{9 fatet'a ins/of: abſolursiEle- 

ny: were” Alevof ripenedCinto a- 
ibn" a Con ener el 


Him, 'who'izas 
the] 1EArt ey of a*Nation, 
on If chey apt, ithe' Bo- 


" Siniee A 


abortive: Let us therefore take heed 
of ſuch 'men, bro Park ) | ious 
opinions, as' of 'a peremptory eletioi 
men to eternal life \-though never 
1o diſloyal and diſobedient!). fince all 
of them do breathe forth'zhe greareft 
plague, as' that 'of ſedition.,/ which 
karen ee” havedeftroy'd thepgood 
and ſound: Conſtitution'vof:a' Nation, 
and which poſlibly-:would? have ien; 
gag'd us' ir hotter flames;-than' they 
that were kindled by Romifh: Incehdiaz 
ries, wheti'we ſhould have; beencon; 
demned/'todeſtruction;«to fire and to 
Smithfield'; mot: by our'Churches'enes 
mies, but'by them; who pretendito be 
our:Frjends andiBretbreninthe'ifame; 
and-as fatal-z roine might haveſeiſed 
on us) for our conſtant Allegiance: to 
lawfulauthority, as; would everhave 
made” a prey”of them!, '»who-wonld 
firmly adhere tothe Principles ofithear 
. Chriſtian Hedgion ;01n ;oppdſition: to 
thoſe damnable ones #h ghe Churchof 


Rome;and as fierce pert 
havefell on ſuch, whowould ownand 


maintain-the Supremary:of our:Sove: 
raign; |as'ever would have on ſticky 


phat denyed the ayrhority and!juriſ 
_ __* © diftion 
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 Riftion of the Chinch of Rowe. *Tis 
that our Mother Church 
her own pre- 
ciples that - did 
that ſome of the 


1-6: Sooke -us;. yet Al- 
= {wir”'s we ſucceſſion 
Lie the, preſervation of his 
Perſon; would fully vindicate 


fobjechon IJ that 
== ogy wo 
butas 1 
: 3 a s (Not, as: eos Pater P4- 


; 


when there is ſo happy a coincidence 
both of Power and Vertue concen» 
tred in his Perſon ; the one does not fo 
much ſecure the Anthority of a King, 
as the greatneſs of Virtue 

him truly ſo. 


- 


- 
_ 


? {ome 


"7 
v-— = = 3 3 
- 
hp . ” =w & +» : - 
4 ads # 4 7 # +4 , - *. 7 » 
—_ , 
EE 6 ' as 
. E ; of i — 
'% 
E 
# 


- = = 
- © 
f £44: : 


3 He erecting this Idol, the ad- 
vancing this {o pernicious: a 
Doarine of Abſolute Election and Re- 


' probation, hath alwayes, and will ſtill 


prove the greateſt Refuge, Shelter and 


_ Sanftuary for the ' moſt "daring Vice 


and Impiety ; ſuch men fondly con- 
ceiting, that they had climbed up on 
high, and had ſearched the Celeſtial 
Archives, and ſo had ſeen their Names 


_ enroll'd; inthe Book of Life, and that 


they are very legible in the Regiſters 
thereof; inſomuch as they may freely 
gratifie the more importunate ſolic1- 


rations of their ſenſual appetites, and 


follow the ſtream and tide of their 
natural corfuptions, from this ſo falſe 
and dangerous a Principle, That they 
ſhall not periſh , or ſuffer any ſhip- 
wrack, becauſe they are truly pre- 
deſtinated and appointed to arrive at 
glory, and ſafely to come at laſt into 
this ſecure Haven of reſt : ſo that 
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I, 
-ſfome make this Opinion of uncanditi- © 
onal Necrees; to:open a door to. all ex- 
ceſs of vice, andſuperfluity of naugh- 
tineſs; andſuchas pretend to wear the 
Badge: arid Cognizance: of the, Lords 
eleied ones,. cry-out, : that they know 
to -whom they - Tiglitfully | belong, 
-though they a&tquitecontrary;totheir 
Maſters: Commands; and Gods: moſt 
Divine Precepts; 4n due ſubmifion to 
which; mens ports (the very. life 
of Religion ) do chiefly conſiſt 3; yer 
theſe.great Aferters: of Abſolute Ele- 
Qion- will endeavour to infinnate a 3 
belicf-'into men;, that there/-is no 4 
work: deſigned. for them, nornoother 6: 
task or Province ſet them, or duty en- 
joyn'd; but only--barely to believe in, 
and as 1azily to' rely on Chriſt: - So 
that mien need not ſtir, or mave'a foot = 
rowards the advancement of theireter- 
nal ſafety ; and-thus they proclaim, 
that:our. bleſſed Saviour-is really ab- 
lig'd to:them,-in. being ſo truly care-. 
tul' of--bringing nothing of their own 
untorhim :- nay, they do proceed: far- 
ther; to- affirm, that;they :ſhauld ye- 
ry much-/diſhonour:the freenelſs - of 
Diving, Grace, if they ſhould contri- 
bute any thing in' order to the —_ 
* ſition 
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fition-of it, butonly continue and lye 
in a readineſs to receive 10; | fuch 


men expetting that God ſhould work | 


as. great a Miracle of his Power on 
them,” as he did:.of his Mercy and 
Compaſſion on that Cripple that did 


wait ar the Pool of Berheſ4z, John 5. 5. 
- Some 


ons pretending thar rhe 
bare: md Os though oy [ v4 
ſill, yer Chriſt himſelf (the Angel 
of the Covenant) will put them into 
thoſe Medicinal Waters, and ſo they 


ſhall be perſettly healed of their fins 


and wounds. ' And. now to be out of - 
all doubt and fear . of depending on 
their own righteouſneſs, ſome as im- 


- piouſly declare, and fo verifie their 


real belief in their praQtices, rhat the 
beſt expedient is, to have none at all ; 
and that the grants 'of the Almigh- 
ties favour in the eternal Patent of E- 
leftion of them toeternal life , are fo 
bountiful, free and liberal, that there 
cannot in reaſon be expetedany duty 
OE. pa rt be a goers ſlen- 

EO orat : nay; fuch pre- - 
tend, that they can | _ and We 
the only proper qualification for Gods 
Grace and Mercy, and that indeed by 
Not being qualified for it at all : *ris 
| not 


= Nature of Gods Decrees. 33 ; 


not for them to run to obtain 
the price of their high calling, but on- 
ly to look to God that gives it ; for 
Cad len bring in the Tenet of Abſo- 
lute Predeſtination in barr againſt en- 
joyn'd duty; they affirm, that God will. 
not exact a double payment of a ſingle 
debt, both from Chriſt their Surety, 
and them too. Thus this kind of Ele- 
&1on does haſtily throw the garment 
of Chriſts Righteouſneſs on them ; and 
ſo ſuch perſons unhappily conjecture, 
that their fins and , crimes (though 
never ſo great and numerous) ſhall 
be hid and cover'd therewithal. And 
hſtly, that they are the men, the only 
advancers of Gods Free Grace ; ſd that 
the Almighty cannot pretend the leaft 
title to their ſervices and obedience, if 
our blefled Saviours righteouſnels is . 
imputed to them, by which they ſhall 
be. juſtified : and upon this account, 
theſe men vainly alledge, God can- 
not in any colourable plea of Juſtice 
require any duty at all from their 
| hands, And now in this very manner, , 
ſome men miſerably deceive them- 
ſelves, and in theſe Mazes and Mean- 
ders, they many times loſe their right 


way to Heaven ; and ſometimes 
D make 
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3 He erecting this Idol, the ad- 
vancing this fo pernicious a 

Doarine of Abſolute Election and Re- 

' probation, hath alwayes, and will {till 
prove the greateſt Refuge, Shelter and 

_ Sanftuary for the moſt daring Vice 
and Impiety ; ſuch men fondly con- 
ceiting, that they had climbed up on 
high, and had ſearched the Celeſtial 
Archives, and ſo had ſeen their Names 

_ enroll'd-inthe Book of Life, and that 
they are very legible in the Regiſters 
thereof; inſomuch as they may freely 
gratifie the more importunate ſolic1- 

_ "rations of their ſenſual appetites, and 
follow the ſtream and tide of their 
natural corfuptions, from this ſo falſe 
and dangerous a Principle, That they 
ſhall not periſh , or ſuffer any ſhip- 
wrack, becauſe they are truly pre- 
deſtinated and appointed to arrive at 
glory, and ſafely to come at laſt into 
this ſecure Haven of reſt : ſo that 
; lome 
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ſome make this Opinion of uncandit1- 
onal Decrees, to-open a door to. all ex- 
ceſs of vice, andſuperfluity of naugh- 
tineſs; andſuch as pretend to wear the 
Badge arid Cognizance of the, Lords 
elected: ones, cry out, ' that they know 
to -whom they rightfully belong , 
though they act quite contrary to their 
Maſters Commands, and Gods moſt 
Divine Precepts, in due ſubmiſfhon to 
which , mens praCtices {the very life 
-of Religion ) do chiefly confilt 3. yer 
theſe great Aferters of Abſolute Ele- 
Qtion will endeavour to. infinuate a 
belief into men., that there is no 
work deſigned for them, norno other 
task or Province ſet them, or duty en- 
joyn'd, but only barely to believe in, 
and as lazily to rely on Chriſt: So 
that men need not ſtir, or move a foot 
towards the advancement of their eter- 
nal ſafety ; and thus they proclaim, 
that'our bleſſed Saviour is really ob- 
lig*d 'to:them, in being ſo truly care- 
tul' of bringing nothing of their own 
unto:him :- nay, they do proceed far- 
ther; to affirm, that they -ſhauld ve- 
ry much- diſhonour the freeneſs of 
Divine, Grace, it they ſhould contri- 
bute any thing in order to the acqui- 

ſition 
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ſition of it, but only continue and ſye 
ia a readineſs to receive 1t ; | ſuch - , 
men expecting that God ſhould work 

as great a Miracle of his Power on 
them ,- 4s he did:.of his Mercy 'and 
Compaſſion on that Cripple that did 


- wait at the Pool of Betheſda, Joh o- F. 
- Some perſons /pretending thar they 


cannot ftir, and that though they lye 
ſill, yet Chriſt himſelf (the Angel 
of the Covenant) will put them into 
thoſe Medicinal Waters, and ſo they 


ſhall be perſeQtly healed of their fins 


and wounds, ' And now to be out of - 
all doubt and fear . of depending on 
their own righteouſneſs , ſome as im- 


- piouſly declare, and fo verifie their 


real belief in their praQtices, rhat the 
beſt expedient is, to have none at all ; 
and that the grants 'of the Almigh- 
ties favour in the eternal Patenc of E- 
leQion of them toecternal life , are ſo 
bountifal, free and liberal, that there 
cannot in reaſon be expettedany duty 
from them, unleſs it be a thin:and (len- 
der piece of gratitude: nay, ſuch pre- - 
tend, that they can produce and ſhew 
the only proper qualification' for Gods 
Grace and Mercy, and that indeed by 


Not being qualified for it at all ; *tis 


NOC 


that their fins and crimes (though 


F hands. An 
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not for them to run to obtain 
the price of their high calling, but on- 
ly to look to God that gives it ; for 
fc men bring in the Tenet of Abſo- 
lute Predeſtination in barr againſt en- 
joyn'd duty; they affirm, that God will. 
not exat a double payment of a ſingle 
debt, both from Chriſt their Surety, 
and them too. Thus this kind of Ele- 
&1on does haſtily throw the garment 
of Chriſts Righteouſneſs on them ; and 
ſo ſuch perſons unhappily conjeRure, 


never ſo great and numerous) ſhall 
be hid and cover'd therewithal. And 
hſtly, that they are the men, the only 
advancers of Gods Free Grace; ſo that 
the Almighty cannot pretend the leaſt 
title to their ſervices and obedience, if 
our blefled- Saviours righteouſneſs 'is_ 
imputed to them, by which they ſhall 
be juſtihed : and upon this account, 
theſe men vainly alledge, God can- 
not in any colourable plea of Juſtice 
require Boy duty at all from their 
now in this very manner, , 
ſome men miſerably deceive them- 
ſelves, and in theſe Mazesand Mean- 
ders, tliey many times loſe their right 


way to Heaven ; and ſometimes 
| D make 
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make too much haſte , and that by 
overlooking the Precepts of our Sav1- 
our, and his moſt ſacred injunctions to 
purity and holineſs of life, and all to 
hy hold of, and graſp Gods promiles 
of aſſured happineſs ; when the te- 
nure or habendum of all his bleſſings 
runs in a conditional way and ayle, 
asin Matth. 19. 17. If thou wilt enter 
into life, _ the commandments. Now 
then ſince Goſpel duties, and the glo- 
rious rewards thereof , are cloſe- 
ly linkt , and inſeparably joyn'd toge- 
ther, why ſhould any men preſume by 
their praCtices to break them aſunder ? 
for we muſt not perſwade our ſelves, 
that God will pay a hire to them that 
never labour for it; or that he will 
confer a Crown on them, who never 
run toobtain it ina way of Evangeli- 
cal holineſs : *Tis the doing of the 
duries-required' in the Goſpel, that 
carries us from the Cape of Goad Hope, 
and ſo ſafely conveyes us to the bleſſed 
Land of Promiſe ( even Heaven it 
ſelf); for we cannot truly arrive to 
thts confidence, of relying on Chriſt 
tor eternal happineſs, without we can 
evidence our title thereunto , by a 
[incere obedience, and due FyFney | 
07 Tort On” {7 $2966) 
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of life to Gods holy Laws and Man: 
dates: He that entertains a contrary 
belief and perſwaſion, is like that per- 
{on, whole folly ſtands upon record,as 
well as his name, at Athens, who very 
wildly imagin'd, that all che Ships that 
did-come within the compaſs of his 
cye and proſpect, muſt needs be his 
own ; when this meer fancied right 
ſery'd only to fill his head with a grea- 
ter Lunacy and Frenzy. Now the 1n- 
ſtance runs parallel with the foppiſh 
humour of the men of the Predeſtina- 
rian impreſſion, who nurſe themſelves 


up with the vain hopes of receiving 


the benefit of the Goſpel Promiles of 
a ſtate of bleſſedneſs , becaufe they 


really imagine- that they are fore-or- 


dain'd thereunto, by an inevitable De- 
cree of the Almighties; and *tis ſole. 
ly. from this origine, of a preſumptu- 
ous and as boldan imagination, that a 
man. derives this- groundleſs title to 
happineſs, when ?tis the real perfox- 
mance of the duties of holinels, that 
hits and capacitates us for it; fo that 
this . Sect of' men do-. plainly ſer 
Gods Promiſes of everlaſting felicity at 
open defiance, and wage war with his 
Pregepts 5 and think that the Lords ſo 
D 2 bourts 
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bountiful intendments of mercy 
through Chriſt, are ſo large and gene- 
'Tous, that they do diſannul and ſuper- 
. Tede whar his Precepts in his ſacred 
Word do- ſo ſtrictly enjoin ; when 
*tis evident, that the divine affirmati- 
ons are very exprels and poſitive all 
along in the Scriptures, as 1n Luke 
x3. 5. Except ye repent, ye ſhall all like- 
wiſe perije ( ſince true repentance 1s 
the indiſpenſable qualification for eter- 
nal life) : and it is as often repeated, 
-and as paſſionately inculcated, Except 
ye believe, ye ſhall dye in your ſins, John 
$8. 24. (true faith being the great 1n- 
ftrument of procuring of pardon and 
remiſſion of ſins, and fo conſequently 
-of everlaſting; life). | To what end 
ſhould a Prince give forth,and promul- 
gate his Laws,if not to be obeyed ? and 
'the great God his divine Commands 
and Precepts, prefling to true holineſs 
'and ſanftification of life, if they do 
"not require our due obſervance ? The 
life of true faith, confilts in aCtion ; 
and Chriſtianity ts not barely a ſpecu- 
ative, but an aCtive ſcience: for cer- 
*tainly we muſt all ſeriouſly , and 
duly reflet on what we are to.doand 
act for Chrift, as well as what we are 
7: | to 
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to receive from him: yet on the con- 

trary, this is the old {1gn, and anci- 

ently pretended mark of Predeſtinarti- 

on, wholly for men to acquielce, and 
ſolely to reſt . on our bleſſed Saviour 
and his merits, and to aſpire alter 
nothing of their own : And now thus 
DoQtrine is pleaded in defence and pa- 
TO0ge of the greateſt {loth, and of an 
ealie ſuccumbency, of a careleſs neg- 
lect of all Chriſtian duties and. obliga- 
tions thereunto : So that while men 
own the fundamental Articles of Chri- 
{tian Religion, ' and ſo long as they 
bear Chritt's badge and cognizance, 
they vainly conjeQure they are ſecure, 
and none muſt fo much as queſtion 
their progreſs in Chriſtianity. As long 
as the Fews didenlarge and dilate their 
PhylaQeries, ( in which as in ſcrolls 
of Parchment , was written the. Di- 
vineLaw) they then did think they 
might abridge and contract their pra- 
Ctices of it, Now you know that 
Souldiers muſt not barely own their ' 
General, but muſt be in a readineſs to 
fight in a joint vindicationof him and 
ns. cauſe, and. of their -own intereft 
iavoly'd in his ; ſo that he that wears a 
Sword, and yet keeps it in the ſheath, 
D 3 ſhall 
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ſhall never conquer the meaneſt ene- 
my ; and ſuch a Souldier 1s no- more 
to be accounted of, than hethat carries 
ho Weapon ar all into the field. The 
true: Chriſtian muſt ſtill continue in 
conſtant ſervice and .aGtion : for in- 
deed it 15 all one, not to have Arms, 
(the weapons and enablements of Di- 
vine Grace'Y beltow?d on us in our 
Chriſtian Wartare., as not to make a 
realy uſe of them againft all our ſpi- 
ritual enemies : *Tis equally alike 
dangerous to diſlavow our Chnſtian 
principles, as not reſolvedly ro a in 
conftant obedience and fidelity to 
them; . Now does this Doctrine of ab- 
{olute Election include the genuine 
notion of believing unto -ſalvation ? 
and does it declare the proper nature 
of juſtifying faith, ('withent which if is 
imapoffuble to pleaſe God) ?. certainly-no : 
Why then ſhould ſuch horrid Impoe- 
ſtors thus:flacter men into miſery and 
rnine ?. forſuch'a faith as is barren-of 
the fruits 'pf 'goad works, bears its own 
malediction:and curſe. | Beſides, how 
cbmes it topaſs, that our too forward: 
Believers ger up, and fo: haſtily aſcend 
to the moſt exalted” degree of faith in 
{.hrift, ' (which confiſts'in a real de- 
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pendance on his Tigre thy ſal. 
vation) when they have none of their 
own to adhere and cleave to; rhat is, 
{uch as 1s bottom'd and founded on an 
entire. and uniform holineſs of heart 
and life, - which our bleſſed Saviour 
and his divine Laws do o ſtrictly ex- 
att and require ? Wheace 1s it, that 
this ſort of -men climb up fo quickly to 
the very top-bough, and ſupream act 
of belief, which yet muſt derive it 
ſelf, and ſo ſpring from its due and 
proper root which is {incere obedi- 
ence of life ? _ I am ſure that ſavin 
faith, the uppermoſt branch EP 
does not grow ſo high, or mount; up 
with ſuch early confidence, without 
[preading and enlargiog, it ſelf in the 
conſtant obſeryation of. all- Gods holy 
Commands and ſtrict Injuntions, the 
due performance of :which brings 
forth, and effteQually produces all the 
iruts of s /ively faith, without which, 
S. Tames does plainly tell us , faith 7s 
acad, altogether {apleſs and incffeQual, 
as in Fames 2, 26. Well then, to con- 
clude this particular, To expeCt mer- 


cy through Chriſt without true righ- 


teouſneſs of heart and life, is the worſt 
and the moſt infirm foundation to build 
| D 4 OUF 
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our hopes of future bliſs'upon ; and this 
iS but a manifeſt argyment of a down- 
right and daring preſumption , not- 
withſtanding the violent oppoſition 1n 
the gainſayings of the irreſpeQive 
Predeſtinarian Teachers, and the loud- 
er noiſe of thoſe Monſters 1n opinion. 
Indeed this kind of croaking Frogs 
did hop from ' that foul Geneva 
Lake ; and this fart of Vermin did 
take their birth and being from the 
corrupt and ſpurious Do&trines of 
that place ; the poifonous exhalation 
and ſtench whereof, hath infeQed 
moſt of the pureſt air of Chriſtendom, 
as I ſhall fally evince in my enſuing 
Diſcourſe. Tenight now proceed to 
preſent you. with divers others as 
dangerous and malignant effets , and 
as pernicious. conſequences of this ſo 
deſperate an aſſertion of Abſolute De- 
crees ; but I do not intend , that this 
{mall Efſay, and a few caſual refletions 
(deſigned for the better fatisfaCtion of 
a private Gentleman ) ſhould ſwell 
into too great and big a bulk, though | 
they might be ealily enlarg'd into 

« Volume. 6 
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CHAP. IV. 


4.) ſhall now endeavour to ſtate this 
| {o weighty a Queſtion,and to give 
you a clear light into tis ſo obſcure a 
point in Divinity, which truly 1s ra- 
ther made ſo, and that by the miſts 
and clouds of Controverſies ariſing 
about it. The Queſtion plainly in the 
iflue is this, Whether the Almighty 
by any poſitive a& of eternal eleQi- 
on hath abſolutely predeſtinated ſome 
particular men, a certain. number of 
them, to everlaſting ſalvation ? and 
that he hath as really, . and as abſo- 
Jutely decreed, conlign'd , and ap- 
pointed others by any peremptory att 
of reprobation taceternal deſtruction, 
and damnation 2 Or, whether God 
hath made any real Decrees incluſive 
of ſome indiyidyal, ſingle, determi- 
nate perſons (either in 92/34 nondum 
condit4, or corrupta, take in either 
the Supra, or Sublapſarian way , that 
þ Fither man nor made, or elſe lying 
Tr 
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in the corrupt Maſs) and that he 
hath made Decrees truly - excluding 
- Others ? (thatis) that the Almigh- 
ty hath from all eternity decreed to 
{ave an inconliderable number of men, 
and leave the major part of mankind 
without a poſhbility of true Repen- 
tance 1a order to Salvation; and that 
he hath as fully determin'd. their re- 
probation, without theleaſt reſpect to 
their ſins, or without any conſidera- 
tion' of their perſonal tranſgreſſions; 
and' that God hath done this by the 
abſolute Prerogative of his Power , 
and ' Dominion over his Creatures ? 
All which,in ſubmiſſion to. better judg- 
ments,” and to men ofa greater acames 
than'my IF, I utterly deny; and,T 
 Prelume this poſition cannot be ſuſ- 
etted to intraduce any novel - opi- 
; Rion, fince it is the very ſame Theſis 
at was aſſerted by our eminent Bi- 
_ and Tearned Divines, which 
ereat the Synod of Dort, againſt the 


Provincials and-.others, where they 
unanimouſly affirmed  that' the real 
cauſe of mans Dainination” is not 'on 
Gods part, but his own ; yet here, I 
am got fo precatious as to beg the ſuf- 
frape of a Trinmviri, Or (Fhewhat 
; more, 
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more, of an inconſtderable company 
of men : This 15 no more than judictous 
Mr. | Hooker does as readily acknow- 
ledge, that we muſt condemn our 
ſelves as The only cauſes of our own 
miſery. And this DofQtrine, that it 1s 
Gods: abſolute will, that his Decrees 
concerning mens future eftate ſhall 
be conditional, as having a real reſpe& 
to our Obedience, or Rebellion, our 
Fatth* or Infidelity; I ſay, this fo 
Orthodox a Tenet is as ancient as 
Fratirs himielf , who lived in the A- 
poſtles times, and it was ſcarce queſti- 
ond for 4ltnoſt 40 years after our 
Bleſſed 'Stviour'; andin that Century 
ſomie bring in S. Auſtin to father that 
ſpurious opinion of unconditionate 
 Predeftination, Sc7:ptores wveteres omnes 

preter unum Aupuftinum putarunt al:- 
$14 cauſam eleftjonis in nobis efſe. 

ow 5. Auftin himſelf does perem- 
ptorily deny the contrary opinion. in 
divers places of his Tract ge Perſeve- 
ranttt Sanfforum, and eſpecially 1n his 
Retrattations he placeth the Obie of 
Gods eleQion of man 7» fide praviss x 
ad the good Father does affirm” this 
m his firft Book, writing to Simpl;- 
ctns, quia elegit mos Deus ante Mundr 


conſtt- 
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conſtitutionem, non Video quomodo ſit di- 
Bum, niſi de preſcientia fidei, &* operun 
pietatis. So that you ſee at laſt,S. Auſtir 
was a greater favourer of my opinion, 
than ever he was a violeffoppoſer of 
it, Thus you may perceive that men 
become the proper inſtruments of their 
own ruin, and every perſon muſt be 
certainly concluded to be /upplici; ſut 
faber, the forger of his own Shackles, 
and all men do by their own {ins 
and iniquittes truly reprobate_ them- 
ſelves: ſo that eternal deſtruQtion 
becomes . mens choice, and not. their 
unhappy deſtiny ; and our miſery de- 
rives. its original not from God's, but 
our own wills; infomuch that we need 
not ſeek. for any hidden or foreign 
cauſe,but our own ſecret and open im- 
Pieties : And I {hall now proceed to 
vindicate this my preſent aſſertion 
by theſe degrees, That men are {avid 
by Gods eſpecial grace influencing 
their Wills, by conferring a power, 
and ready propenſion on the Vill to 
cooperate with his . grace and good- 
neſs ; and men are.nqt made partakers 
of eternal Salvation by the meer force 
and neceſlity of a fatal Decree, as 
lome in the world 'would haye Tk 
This 
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This opinion is but Stoiciſm revived , 
and the ſpurious DoCtrines of the Hea- 
| thens adopted Orthodox and genuine ; 
and I ſhall fully evidence to you that 
no man 1s 1n the leaft compelPd with 
a perfect neceſſity of ſinning- againſt 
God, as Mr. Calvin expreſly attirms 
in his Inſtitutions, Lzb. 1. c. 18. hic 
juſto Dez impulſu azit, quod fibi non 
licet; (that is) that a man by the 
juſt impulſe of God does that which 
1s not lawful. Now what is unlawful 
is comprehended under the real not1- 
on of ſin, that being the tranſgrefſion 
of the Law. And in order to this my 
intended deſign, I ſhall-endeavour to 
lay open to you the ſenſe of Gods 
Holy Spirit in our two ' Proteſtant 
Church Articles, in that of the Tenth 
of Free-will, and the other. the Seven- 
teenth of Predeftination ; whereby 

it ſhalleaſily appear that the DoCtrine 

of Predeſtination, and alſo that of Free- 
will may, and do really conſiſt roge- 
ther, ſothat we need not refer the de- 
plorable miſery of the Sons of Adam 

ad ſolum arbitrium divine wvoluntatis , 

to the ſole Divine Will ( as Mr. 
Calvin 1s pleaſed to do), but to the 
. true cauſe of ' mans ruine in the 
borrid 
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horrid. perverſeneſs of his own Will. 
For the higheſt a&t of the Divine in- | 
tention is to ſave all men, if by the 


' wickedneſs of their own perverſe 


walls, they do not altogether truſtrate 
the ſame,and that by omng the graci+ 
ous offers of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and by not oblerving and performung 
the real conditions on which the pro- 
fals of Divine mercy are madeand 
ounded; for the Almighty does openly 
and ſolemnly - profeſs, in 2 Per. 3. 
9. that he is not willing that . any 
ſhall periſh, but rather on the con- 
trary, that all men ſhould come, or 
return to repentance. So that there 
is no unwillingneſs in God to faye all 
men, but it 15 the great negle&. or 
non-obſervance of: their duty, which 
truly argues mens own. unwill;ngneſs 
to attain ſo blefled anend ; infomuch 
that we cannot lay the leaſt charge or 
blame upon God in any thing, but on: 
ly on. man -, who doch voluatarily 
bring death and the appendant miſe- 
ry on himſelf : and | if . God delights 
not 1a the temporal death ef a finner, 
he - cannot poibbly in the eternal de- 
ſtruQtion of him, which as it isa. judg- 
ment, {o terrible that ic cannot come 
within 
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within the compals of humane appre- 
henſion to conceive the miſery of it ; 
ſo it is altogether inconlfiitent with | 
the infinite divine goodnels willingly «4 
to inflict it on any, as *tis expreſly de- 
clared in x Tim. 2, 4. who wall 
have all men+ to be ſaved, and .in 
order to that, to come to the know- 
tedge of the truth; or as the Greek 
verſion renders the words, es intyywnn 
danfas , poſſibly to. the acknowledg- 
ment or confeſſion of this very truth. 
Now thatI may go des. the me- 
thod propoſed for the confirming of 
this Problem, I might perform the 
firſt part of my undertaking by clear- 
ly explaining, andas eaſily reconciling 
all thoſe 4a/omm, or leveral Texts of 
Scripture, which do ſeem to oppoſe 
theſe two main points of Predeſti- 
nation, and the liberty of mans will, 
one to _the- other ; but this 15done by. 
better and abler Pens, and acuter 
judgments,. than I can 1a the leaſtwiſe 
pretend to. However, as it 1s necel- 
ſary that there ſhould bea due analo- 
gy and perfe& correſpondence of di- 
vine truths throughout the whole- 
Canonical Scripture ; ſoit is equally 
| Ee 
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requiſite, that the fariie. eterfial veri- 
ties and doQtrines ſhould be ſtated 
and fully determined by the facred 
word of God , and that by a ſtrict 
diſquiſitioti, and as diligent examinati- 
on of it, which the worthy Author 
of the Book called De#s Fuſtificatus, and 
divers others have elaborately done : 
Now the reaſon of the ſeeming eon- 
traditions in the Scripture , where 
the Holy Pen-men, and Regiſters of 
the divine will do preg leem to 
oppoſe and contradict one another , 
and ſometimes ſeemingly themſelves 
in theſe great forementioned points , 
( the occaſion of which cannot in the 
leaſt be charg'd on the Almighty , 
who 1s ſtill One and the ſame for 
eyer ; neither can it derive its original 
from theſe divine Secretaries,fince they 
wereabundantly inſpir'd , and ſo could 
not poſhbly be guilty of the leaft 
falſity, or of any imaginable light- 
neſs ; butl fay the reaſon of this) may 
probably be deriv'd from the Pen- 
mens weaknels, and diverſity of judg- 
ments ( as men ), who receiving 
the mind of God by immediate in- 
ipiration, and not altogether by _— 

a 


bal-or oral diQtate ( that 15; word by 

word ) ſo that 'the Prophets; were to, 
O w— 

caſt the matter inlpu'd into .. the- 
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mould of their own humane fancy ; 
and they were as well to model it; 
by their own private judgments, an 
ſo to report it to men according to 
their preſent capacity to under- 
ſtand it themſelves, and their ability 
to preach it to their Auditors j ahd 
in this manner they did record it to 
others. This being plainly premis'd 
and preſum'd, ir muſt be as rea- 
ſonably granted, and as firmly con= 
cluded, that all the holy Prophets and 
Apoſtles did joyntly ſpeak, and ſo 
declare :one,, and one only truth ; 
which 1s Gods Spirit, or his divine 
word ; and that howſoever the In- 
 diters of Holy Writ may ſeem 
to claſh with one another 1n words, 
yet the ſenſe and meaning of them 
carries Divine 1nfpiration uo with 
it ; and if any ſeeming ditterence 
does Occur in thoſe Sacred Oracles, 
it muſt therefore conſequently be al- 
| low'd, and interpreted tobe the hu- 
mane ſpirit in the expreſſion, or in 
the Tranſlation , and not the pow 
B ut 
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du&t- of "Gods Spirit in the matter 
of-truth ir ſelf, in which the true 
Vertus ind proper energy of the 
Holy Scriptures do "chiefly con- 
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8.7 Shall 'now therefore” proceed to 
»$ lay down the moſt reaſonable de: 
finition of Predeſtination', as*ris truly 
conlonartt ,” and altogether agreeable 
with the DoQtrine of the Seventeenth 
Article of the 'Church -of England, 


and the very tenor 6f Faith in the 


Sacred Seripttres ,' concerning this 
great furidamichral pointy and 2s' it 
may duly confiſt with the” natureof 


the liberty of mans wfll” "Gods Pre- 


deſtination therefore /i$'-the projpihe: 
tical declaration, or evidente of his! 
eternal -preſcierice of foreknowledpe, 
whereby he hathby his ply Prophitts. 
and Apoſtles given the ck#relt fignific* 
cation to his Church, ' what will be” 
the! effetts of the operation of his Di: 
vie Eſſence, of his' itifinjte 00d 

in aature/#nd grace, upon'all men'itr' 
the world; throughout all — 
e from the Fall to thi laſt day*of, 
1dgment.”' From which definicion 
ITO, E 2 it 


S 4 
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+» A'Diſcourſe of the 


it "WM moſt evidently —_— that 
Gods providential goodnels and his 
falvation is equally extended to all men 
ex parte Det , as to the Almighty's 
' part; and that. his evident 1mpaling 
of a peculiar, the Church , is truly in- 
clulive of the impaled, but not in the 
lat excluſive.gfany ; for;that indeed 
not. only. yexera- ſinguloran,, 2) ſmall 
E.,;. Dut' ſmgnuds gemes 
rams. the whole, harveſt, of -mankind 
are. and may be truly brought within 
he encloſure.,of the trys Church, : 
e \thereof, is;not like the 
e.of a. Ground, .,ox.. Park ,  de- 
termined.ar ſodctermining, Gxt and 
 immovable ;. -, but. rather at is like un 
to. that Fiſhers. pet mentioged. in the; 
pt IE of 1a walt.'a ky 
as, - thaxit. d 


| did catch of. BRcy forts 
= the K 
"3p: 


t 
- for, the 


dom of; Heayen , -thar 
race here,,| was like 


" to. Nig and: ſo, 
LE: oh 
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cloſure, as'there 1s, or may be a fit op- 
portunityfor it ; ſome nets only keep. 
1ng what they have in their compals, 
theſe taking all thar'they/ ean reach), 
accordiny to that of our blefſed Saviour 
to his Diſciples, that” lie” will ate 
them filhe?s of men , 'nbt:gnly 17 the 
pretended limited Church, or” See of 
Rome; but in the vaſt and wider 
Ocean of the world. So'that all men 
that are'evidently broughr urder'the 
Covenants'of Gods grace*and mercy, 
may be truly ſaid 'to be elected : 
and my reaſon 1s this; becauſe thatthey 
areelefted 'to' the time ef the pablt- 
cation and: preaching '6t the Goſpel : 
yet other men are not" ex 'oppoſito;, 
(that is) on 'the other fide rejetted 3 
neither can 'they in the” leaſtwiſe 
be reprobated, becaulſe' ſorhe of them 
may not; or are not as'yet received: in- 
to the arms of the Chriſtian Charch': 
however they {till are and'may <on- 
tinue in a poſſible ſtate "of rederip3 
tion, ſo that they are'truly choſen'to 
eternal life,” that receive: our Bleſſed 
Saviour ;'' arid they are' certainly! re- 
probated,' that Mtill reje&' him, 'asHs 
the-diſpenſation'of 
E 3 the 
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the. evidence: of the divine: g 


Gods gra cpm Caling/s in.. the 'mini- 


rit"in. Hs rover. 3 


bly 


he-Gol; pel Norkoy Proteſtant 
rch paging Rating chis. weight 
does wit 
the-greateſt and. the mer 
xeal charity; make mention onlz [of 


in. EkeQtion, . from the gracious etfelts 
of. Gods holy. Spirit, in thoſe per- 
ſons, who are, within the: hearing 
of, 'and.,1o.do as quickly embrace 
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of peremptory Decrees (this gene- 
ration of men,theſe cunning Vermine) 
may be eafily driven from;” and fer- 
reted out of- their great hpld of ab- 
ſolute Predeſtination, | 


" 
OOO WG POINT 
z. A I : 7 


+ 


6, _ A Nd now [ come to that whichis 
{” A farther conſiderable; ſuch per- 
ſons ſhould well weigh,and as duly can- 
ſider how little ground they have ta 
flatter themſelves witha ſure and un- 
6 .- doubted intereſt in Gods grace and fa- 
Y  wour from this fo pernicious aDofrine; 
for iris or farally conflitared what 
particular menſhould be truly pious, 
and "others as horribly impious, ( as 
j  Ptfcator does fo poſitively maintain) ; 
E. or that all the imaginable care,” and 
I ſtrifteſt diligence that men can uſe to: 
wards! the) attaingment of ſalvation 
does become altogether vain and real- 
$ ly ineffeQual ; for all this will plainly 
A appear to the contrary, from the 
6 truth of the doQrine that is clearly 
 afſerted ii the Tenth Article of the 


SnareD of __ England concerning the 
nature of mans Free-will, And now 
ro make all things clear, convincing 

and 563 aa I fhall give you as 

reaſonable, and as juſt a definition of 

Free-will, =< truly conſonant, with 

vt ts ore 1 thug 


* 
: 


this Tenth: Article- of our Church , 
as really: oppoſed to the doctrine of 
irreſpetive--Predeſtination , as ..the 
ſame 4s:made by ſome to include. Ele- 
tion: exclaſive: ( that is) with its op- 
polite; as certain reprobarion of others; 
Free-will then I take'to be this 3 ?Tis 
the: abſolute indifferency of the will 
(continuing in obedience to the intelle- 
tual faculty to the object propounded 
by the Jame intelle&t, judging ac- 
cording |/'to right reaſon, Now this 
was the Primitive' Free-will in the 
ſtate of perfetions which liberty was 
almoſt - loſt to man-in his uphappy 
ſtate of corruption ,;. for all mea are 
exceeding prone and. propenſe toevil, 
by the: pravity of their natures ; how- 
ever: none are compell'd, or neceſſt- 
tated to fin from any. final dereliQi- 
- on of God, ariſing from any fatal De- 
cree ::;For the freedom of the -will was 
only asa habit Iaps'd,'' and. degenera- 
ted into'a teady diſpoſition to eyil ; ſo 
chat at: __ # be CG that valeras 
eſe ſens r. tipers ca. Serper 0084 , 
heLpacrn in the Fall of / mankiad 
that the; liberty of the! -will- was; only: 
eorrupted,- 'and: ſo-lufter'd a, great de- 
pravauon ; and thus: it became infirm, 
amor 7” As in 
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and reſtor'd 
Wubeing. aquindy eg 

rit of SanAKottioh Al Halicels;and 
the Underſtanding it (lf: mude 


in relation toitsaRings for virtue and 
goodneſs ; and in this mannerithe will 
of man is weak'as to the-morality of 
its aftings.; for/there was: no abſo. 
lute deftroying; or any annihilating 
the faculty of the:-will , no. more: than 
it-can be, that 'the/bodies. of.the 
t- Luminaries of the: Heavens (the 
yn and the Moon”) ſhould ceaſe to be, 
and become extinct, and that by ſuf. 
fering an eclipſe: For ſince the fall 
of man, there (till remain fome faint 
limmerings ofthe light of the free» . 
om of the Will ; asis'very clear from 
men, -who by the help of the means 
of grace and Gods ſpirit co-operati 
therewithall, 'may do | Gods: will, 
and perform the fame, and that-in or. 
der toeternal happineſs; though we 
have naturally nothing that is 
but what is derived; from the goodneſs 
of God's grace.'' But. now: what: per- 
ua en Will-and the underſtand. 


fe 
in the ſtate of perfe&nature, 
bn Fog meaſure ' 1s redeem*d- 


the Almighty's work: 


oe the 


mn 
ſome. 


Nan of GudoDierer, 


ſome kind perfet by. the ſpirit: of di 
vine illumination) agd- that oF hl 
lighteniog 'the foul with the br 
beams of Gaſpel:truth-;- and allt 
eminently efteQed: jn . thoſe ag if 
converted and trulyregenerate,who fig- 
cerely follow the exemplary life of gur 
Bleſſed Saviour ; ſo that-a goodand-a 
real Chriſtian may» be ro laidto 
have,and as really enjoy-a Free-will by 
Gods grace fince the:Fall;ashe had and 
was polcſt of by nature before che Fall: 
and then'it muſt be as frankly conkeſt, 
that the unregenerate and .vilgt ſort of 
men have not this liberty -of the will; 
but this. does not derive froman 
ſuiye Decree of Predeſtination; 
from the greater pa of in,and 
carraption in, and the exyel tyranny 
Neon Satan on mens nature,: which ſqun- 
ppily. propagated (in, 4 

by 1nto _ 


| ren: ly in: 

ſa (hr ork a wo reach. the 
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HO 1 A'Diſconrſe:of the -. A 
thar if- the means of divine ' grace do 
ot \produce-the ſame' blefled -effe&s 
'6n fome; 'as we' ſte they do viſibly on- 
others, the fault is no , way 'to be ar. 
tributed to the '-bleſfſed means of our 
redemption by Chriſt, bur to the de. 
ſperate perverſeneſs, and greater obſtz. 
nagy of lome:mens hearts; for "tis moſt 
clear thar rhe ſacred Word of God may 
become the ſavour of death to one, and 
of life to another; and the Bee may ſuck 
hony , and the Spider poyſon from the 
fame flowerof Gods goodneſs. The ſame 
| Bog in Paradiſe hadin it the Blefſing 

_ andthe Curſe}; yet we cannot reaſona- 
 blyaffirm, that the Curſe was made by 

the Creator, but only by the creature 
ii rhe abuſe-of Gods bleſfings : 'thus 
you may eafily ſee, that' predeftina: 
tion'then is nothing elſe, but the evi: 
dence of the effetual” or ineffeQual 
working 'of Gods holy ſpirit ' on the 
corrupt hearts of men, which becomes | 
truly diſcernible, and isonly: diſcover: | | 
ed' by every' mans life, whereby one ap- | 
pears toenjoy'Bree-will, by being re-u- 
nited 'ynto ''God' by the' renewing of 
r' minds; all which is fully decla: 
e {anCtiry 'of their conyerſa. 
ters'bave not this (ory of 

BY their 


Natnte' of Gods Deerees, G61 
their Will, by living without the'fa« 
' ving means of Gods grace; : ſo that; 
ſuch men. are only under Gods gene= 
ral providence in-the:ftate of corrup- 
tion 3. or elfe theſe perſons being'\-made 
partakers of the advantages of »Gods 
grace ,:and-! yet reſiſting the; moſt 
importunate perſuaſions: and dictates 
of Godsholy\ ſpirit, . to: embrace-the 
tenders-bf, 1» wine mercy:3:{\uch. men 
{ay do become 'altogerher; uncapabie 
ot this libertycof rhe will-by: a happy: 
re union withGod in Chriſt, which 
the Saints ;doitruly emoylaccarding;to 
that 'TextþJohn 8. 365ff the Son tberes: 
' fore (batl': make :y0u 7 5ree'ty you fpall. 
be free tnaeed.-\ So: that; upon this ves! 
ry..accohith: thetealon! ſeems vexy: 
forcible:-and convincing.to:me,.:and- 
may becomevery-obvious to all; why: 
the bent-of the holy Scripture -does: 
kem to:encline. un ſome: meaſure:to- 
abſolute.:Predeſtination, ,'(:which Mr. 
Calvin *with his admirers; is:fo violent. 
_ ai Aﬀertenef.): fince.*tis anly: the fin«. 
gular eviderice of: Gods:\providential. 
under the:Qtd-'Teftament) :and; Theiri 
fouriſhibg ſtate in/thedruntion: of thi: 
divine-favobrs above-alk 'ocher-people: 
bits in 
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TORN andwhich belidts; admits 


of a farther: ation': from' the 
ate £rdeavours of 


earneſt and paſſion 
the Prophets;: and holy Pen-men, from 
che evident 2and +clear manifeſtation 
of pronna's 'to endear. z2he peo: 
ple:che' mpre; to God! byr:due obedis 
ence; arid: {anfification of life ; as is 
24 7 eCIA Moſes and Foſbuk; 
hers'atr from (Gods ſig "7 


kk mercy rothem ;- 
juſt ilerehcs | cr Gnrang) kt 
ng, that Gods peculiar: people 


ke-a'dueirelentment of , 


ntgckibovrled ent of 
y read 
T4; And: Cove given 


yown Land( Gthrbellordy for" which 


= 
TEA 


his: divine 


yoB did woto Iahonr',. 'and Cittes which 


yoll built not $vapn ge! dwelli\oxthem'; 
ofthe Vineuras uit Otitteyar ds whieh 
501 des motto ye ear. Naw therefore 
ſerve the: Dor), cone op 45 ape 
nad trath;:amdy bordes coirhat, 
avi) _ Gap 1c gour Facherys Rd 
onthe other; yideof) the Floolj 19d in 
hand by 
of \inttuttion-to-mMy pos Teſs, 
__ rhe doctrine of Prodeftitarion. y 


and 
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and that of Free-will may ſtand both 
_ and may very well confiſt,to 
eſtabliſh the analogy of the truth of 
Gods ſpirit, in the holy Scriptures, 
I think may ſufficiently appear to 
any unbiaſt perſons, and indeed to 
all that are not fortified with a refoly'd 
prejudice pry 't 5, atid it canhor be 
contradifti _ any; 'butby the vio- 
lent 'thaHee of luch-whio are the avow- 
ed profeſſors of irreſpeRive; and 'ab- 
ſolute Dectces.”: 10 {047 
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Owever,.1 
»& 4preſumar 
| at/firft, yith, Fr J LY"< 
{hall violently ppoſe ,..yet. £3 
the ſame ſeems to. be infinuated from 
Gen. 1. 26. And God ſaid, let us make 
man after our image, after our likeneſs - 
by the plain meaning of which place 
of Scripture, I underſtand, that man 
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hat man; was created: 
iq which1 ay 


in 
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was..created_in_all things _ like_unto. 


God at firſt, ('but only 1n the finite- 
neſs of his Eſſence, as being a crea- 
ture) and ſo conſequently man muſt 
become /iberum Ageps, a tree agent, as 
the Almighty is Agens liberrimum : but 
if this 1s not forcible enough'to pre- 
vail with ſome Scepticks, we have an 
undeniable proof of mans Free-will 


before the Fall, in that firſt Inſtitution _ 


of Gods own divine appointment, viz, 
that ſolemn. Sign, and cautional Sa- 
crament of obedience, which was ful- 


ly 


, \ . 
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ly to confirm mea in the real ſtate of 
rieftion, by that great duty of abs 
inetce ( 10 the midi? of {0 plentiful 
ar indulgence of Gods univerſal boun- 
ty )- for then there was a mutual 
pledge of Gods honour, and mats du» 
ty. and bomape, in the fingle prohibi- 
tiog.of ane. only Tree, of the know 
ledge of ggod and evil,. as inGen. 2. 
16,17. 4»d the Lord God commanded 
the man , ſayings Of evehy: tree of the 
garden thoy maiff freely eat ;: but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil thou 
{batt wot eat of it; tbr inthe aay tho 
eateft: thereaf, thou ſhalt ſurely dye + So 
A. bad not man enjoy'd the freedanh 
of. 1s will, this efjay of negative obe- 
dience in not eating, had- been but a 
meer piece of deluſjon,| and; not in- 
deed the leaſt argument'ef Gods love; 
torif man was not endued witha real 
NEW, 40 684.08 lr ls 
en but .a vain and empty propoſal : 
ut that it was erherwin ues glilals 
evident ; for that the Apaſthee'D ; 
cl emake, and as os, 
atthe cating of the forbidden fruj 
- ſhould become a firm ſnare to catch 
poor man by,” and ſo to'become the 
' ready means to Anſtroy-hv blefſed 
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commuliion?that he had with God, 
and: thereby to bring him into the 


fame deplorable. con Ion with him- 
 felf,” and thatby propagating his crime 


and ruine unto us. ' Now as: pride; 
from the Devils reflex '6n his own cre- 
ated perfeQtion, - made him to rebell 
_ againft'God for Supremacy; the ſame. 
* ſin which was'the proper cauſe of his 
fall, was the fitreft matter for a'bait 
for therempration of man, (pride in: 
2 _ deed being ttuly prolifick, and ſonatu- 
'F rally propagating pride; and there- 
= _- ove here had: inſtiruted to pre- 
A ſerve mawin the, conftant fruition of 
E- his cordial: grace and bleſfings, this 
= fore-mentioned pledgeof true humi- 
2 lity wag my converted into'the 
2 _ man the Ye horrible! rebellion, which 
was ithe ſole cauſe of mans apoftaly 
trom:God;-2and not any poſitive De- | 
cree of :the'Almiglity*s; as ſome"do 
aire i" that Axan did - 
Fall by xti&givine ordination, and that 
tr-conld$nototherwiſe bejbut that he 
aſt ot neceſſity fall, 'andfo fin in ret. 
» fpet of Gods antecedent Will and - 
M Counfel>:ifor fo Mr: Calvin expreſly 
=: - atfirms;=Nonpe ad can: © que _— pro |þ 
AE A 4732= 
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damnationis causa obtenditur fomines Des 
ordinatione:: pradeſtinati antes fueram 7 
as it is in his Thſtit. By g. Ch. 23.Butl 
ſhall make it evident; and.it will clear- 
ly: appear\to the contrary. 3 - for man 
emulating the! perfeCtion of his Cre- 
ator, did voluntarily caſt away his, 
ſ{ubjeQion,: and fo reject his due ho- 
mage to God (as a creature ) : and, 
thus he miſerably fell into the like con» 

demnation with the Devil. So tliat 
mans fin , of eating was his own, vo- 

luntary act, thus creating and effecting 

bis own judgement, when, he did roo 

ladly feel 'the miſery. of, being our of 
God , 'and: that by appearing: naked, 

who was/before {uthcieartly chad with 

innocence, as with a garment. . Naw 
by. this it evidently follows, that man 
had at firſt a poſſe non cadere(as S. duſtin 
allows) . a-perfect liberty to ſtand or 
fall; and ſo he-was in an. equal poſſi. 
bility of ſfinning or not finning;his con- 
dition then-was ſo pois'd,that it wasin 
the creatures choice to turn the ſcale , 
aseaſie for 444» to have omitted. that 
fatalac of eating,as to have done it. For 
man was inyelted with a real power, 
not to fall by diſobedience ; and now 


ſince the nature of the creature did 
F 2 coaliſt 
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conſiſt in finiteneſs of perfeCtion ; for 
if God conld not create any infinite, 
(which is really impoſſible, for there. 

can be but one truly infimte;) then the 

Almighty could not preſerve man m 
an eftate above what he had-created: for 

if azexs liberrimum, the moſt freeagent; 

do emane himſelf in the rom 100 
of agens libernm, as it clearly appears, 
the Lord did' in all reaſonable crea- 
tures; then T ſay, it becomes truly 
impoſſible, that agens /iberurs ſhould 
be ages liberrimum : Now no conſe« 
uence can 'be more plainly deducible 
for there can be but one /tberrimnzm, 
which is God afid he only) unleſs ſome 
will as blaſphemouſly as irrationally 
affirm thar' the creature might have 
been created 'Co-God,;' and then God 
had not created apgers Viberum , but 
inſtrumentum liberrimi,an inſtrument of 
the- moſt free agent: and thus man had 
not-enjoy*d thy liberty'of his Will, 
but had been meetrly © paſſive in all. 
But the'contrary is very obvious and 
equally manifeſt, ' for that the eating 
the forbidden fruit was not only. 
a voluntary natyral aQ,>but it was the 
rt ent, and'of 


al effect of ſolid _— | 
moſt rational deduction, _— 
TOW __ Devi 
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| Nature of Gods Detrees., 6g © 


Devil did eſt ſfopawertul a per- 
{waſion to _ thatihe ſhould had 
 vanc'd and mounted into an higher 
ſphere of perfeQtion by her knowledge, 
as a cauſe (w4z.) of cating the inter- 
dicted fruit, (this being DevHs 
ineſcation of the ſenſitive appetite) 
by gilding over the fin, by pores 
the object Beautiful. and Charm- 
ing tobehold, whereby hedid afſault 
the womans judgment (farſlt, who 
(being: the weaker part of man) was 
ealieſt convinc'd; And indeed being 
the other part. of man, was likelieſt tq 
mlſinuate the (in of eating by a great- 
er ſympathy of affection, as well as 
by the prevailing power of perſwaſ*i- 
on and argument. The truth being 
thus ſtated, 1 ſhall now proceed to 
diſcover:and ſhew to you, the natural 
liberty of the Will, which to have is 
to'beablolutely indifferent to choole, 
or refuſe from the diate .of right 
| reaſon, {(as4s fully:intimared in 'my 
forepoing definition) ;:therefore what- 
| Aoever the Will {ball confent/to, as 
| «the firmoonchafionof theunderfland- 
| ng fubPrecie:boxi,, under the colour 
okataphintiatwoctts or if .#t be ws- 
| rom bonim; INInS —_ 
| 3 0 
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"of perfe&ion-in which: man was crea- 
red: at firſt, *and in which he might 
: haye-ſtill continued, had not the De- 
, vil, this intelleQual creature of a high- 
- er order, '\made- an aſſault .on mans 
+ underſtanding'; and ſo convincing him 
; by the power of his ſeeming rational 
- conſequence,” he unhappily 1mpoled 
--on man 'bonum apparens iOr verum, a 
ſeeming and an apparent : good: for a 
'troe real one! for the evil:of know- 
; ledge did quickly bring: man: to the 
: Ignorance-'of good ; for ſuch was the 
« Devils ſophiſtry,; that hedid argue very 
 fallacioully; 2' male conjunttis: ud bene 
-aiviſa: But when man; had once out 
- of a curious wantonneſs nauſeated the 
* bounty: of his: Creator in -all the good 
«fruit of the-pardeh: of Paradiſe, and all 
.to-long after the worſt part:of the tree 
of knowledge, ( yet that'was as good 
.as the reſt, - ill man 'did' Juſt afcer 
"the :evil of t, C v2.) the evil of diſo- 
bedince) then the: Orb of man-was 
to; circulate:in aſphere of” miferics, 
«who yet did 1ndeavour'to- find out a 
remedy- for that” evil- knowledge ;, 
which did conſift in-rhe-real cogni- 
-tionoffo and evil. And'inow you may 


Here {ce thegreat artifice; -and horrid 
; 6 EOS C F "x 6 | 111-" 
et of 


Impoſture of tht Grand enemy of mane 
kind: for whenhe tempted Ezes grees 
dy curioſity , -if he had beeri fofair and 
candid,as plainly to have told her, That 
all: that ſhe! and Adam did know now, 
and ſce and taſte and hear, -was truly 
good ; Would yeneeds know what 1s 
really bad ? (that is) would you be 
1gnorant, blind, and milerable' ? (for 
this is implied in the. nature of the 
temptation to Apoltalie from God ). 
But when the Devil did preſent his 
temptations like to thoſe piQures , 
which on the ſame fide do. equally 
repreſent the. different ſhapes of an 
Angel, andofa Devil,thus ſhewing the 
Angel firſt, it was the womans vain 
inquiſitiveneſs that did prompt her, 
as 'thinking it was no great mat- 
ter to look with an oblique eye, or 
aſlant upon that of the Devil , by 
which {he was viſibly enſnar'd into 
ruin: and thus ſhe did unhappily 
miſtake Death for Life, the tempta- 
tion being like the poyſon of thoſe 
Spaniſh flies of Bee/z2bub, which be- 
ing given in.a Potion incend Luſt, 
_ and torment nature it ſelf into a de- 
plorable ſtate of miſery. And now 
you may clearly perceive that mandid 
F 4 run 


| Nature of Gods Decrees. 7IL "i 


te 


en out 'of - Paradiſe by his fin, be. 
fore;ever God did drive him forth. 
thence; Which he did, by & out 

the way of Gods expreſs com- 
mand ; and this was his dirg& going 
pur of God. 
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CHAP: VIIT. 


a how I have ſhew'd you mans 
© 6 primitive Starcof perfeftion, 1 
might here makea farther difcoyery 
what an infinite maſsof goodtteſgand 
virtue Minkind” did loſe by 'becom- 


ing ah fe his obedience th6God, 
f 


though he was not —— depri- 
ved of the liberty'of his Willin forme 
kind ahd4' meaſure; For there'was not 
the' left neceſfiey by any 'poſitive 
Decttt .of God, that 'he that was 
creaed'pood, Thould Know, and rru- 
lyexpetifnthr evil; nomorethanthere 
is, that he thar firsara full andptentiful 
tablemitft needs taſte, ant! 1H ext ofe- 
ke ker: 2k bene R's the 
tet mi#fit ave. watiting, 
and "Oh ied ' had been 'carrietl 
on by'the ftrength' of right Yedſbn 
only to what was really:good ; nei- 


ther coutd ir be poſſible , thitt God, 
whoſenature is ttfinite power, "amt 


'be 
the 


wiſtom and' goodnds, Thoutd 


75 


4 = & 2: ” \ 20; 
< RT TS 
WI "4 > > & 
aa 
” 


f ah _ # "F.- & ), 14 6 . y XA 4 PF, Py : ov J#< #1 we y : +» & 2 v BY P * 6.) R - BY + : Fl l - £ 4 4” 
8 ti Ge tpn Og OT OF + 44 | Mb 
AY -- | . \ | 
k + * & 1 py _ + 
o wh \ I - | L. 's 


ated , perfettion 1n,, man Þy 
Tweet. fountain; cannot. of it; 
Forth, bitter . waters. the evil of the 


hang pauch of, 2, wanton. 


cra 
he. thar cats, but he that does it un- 
«/F T2 \g4- > 'm.”. F A-/3 | 
worthuly, ſhall certainly receiye gelu, 
Damaatiqn' or. judgment ;. and pri- 
ex, (0. procut eſtes profani.z if Cordi- 


-- 4 


the Author © cf evil, as ſome very 
impioully aſſert, that the Almighty 
did Predeſtinate "and truly decree 
mans Fall; then they muſt of necel- 
ſity conclude that-,God: himſelf was 


the real cauſe of mans Lapſe and Apo- 


ſtaſite from him ; for his Divine De- 


cree, 15, God, him{elf, ; according to 
that known maxim in the Schogls, that 


& 


.quicguid aicitur de Deo, . eſt ipſe Dew ; 


i 


and-on;the other ſide therg was none, 
neither .,could:; there be: any imper- 


ſection . to be propagated out gf gre 
EI ,. 4 
gl ſend 


Y 


' Tree..of knowledge. was not in the 


_ Apple, :bnt. in. is. and the 


4 


man; for. there, was. nothing but 


 whay, yas. truly, good in, the nega- 
tive. command of abſtinence; to Ad 
- 4n not. eating the-forbidden-fruit ; the 
evil of ; it was begotten by ;the pro- 


# 


1: appetite : 
:tis, the ſame in. the Blelſed Sa- 
ment; of Chriſts Supper, .1t. is not 


aly 
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als turn to Poyſon, *tis not -deriv*d 
from their own nature, but from the 
"corrupt ſtomach of the Patient : *tis 

the chanel you know that gives the 

water the -tindture ; and 1f it hath a 

ſtrange reliſh, it is not to be found 

at the ſpring-head, it muſt rather 
take its riſe from the injetion of ſome 
extraneous ſubſtance. 'So'that ſin,' this 

diſeaſe of the Soul, was not created, 
but was truly- begotten, and: not pro- 

duc'd by nature , but the creature 
. hunſelf ; and now the. remedy muſt 
. be enquir'd after, and; fought tor; 
diſtortion. and diſlocation mult* be 
. xack*t- into1ts.due poſition, and” pro- 
. per place ; the crooked' mult... be 
. made ſtraight, and the rough places 
plain, which could only be by the 
.coming : of our Bleſſed Saviour. into 
the 'World,, - who did remove 'the 
\ aſperities .and roughneſs of the old 
+ way, [and ſtricter Law , that man- 
-kind: might | go on, evenly by-. the 
ſupports of - a true, Faith, andthe 
| concurrence of: ſupergatural ſtrength, 


40 the way « of | Galpel -Obedience. 
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CHAP. IX: 


909.)% Ow I ſuppoſe -1 have clearly 
- N and fally diſcovered the-truth 
of-the' doQrine'of Free-will, and that 
before theFall-of Man.Inthe next place, 
Tſhall endeavour to vindicatethe liber- 
ty of mans Willin ſome meaſure after 
his Lapſe, by which the doctrine of ab- 
Folate Predeftination will be eaſily ſu- 
perſeded. Now ſome -perſons have 
attermpred fully to evince the ſame 
'Fromh 'Gen. J. 22. And the Lord God 
fzid, 'Behold the man is become as one 
UF us, to know good and evil ; and now 
ot he put \forth his hand, and take 
alſo of the Tree of Life, -and eat, and 
Zrve forever, Oc. From whichplace of 
eri CI —_ aridas 
thatthere was-a ſalve for this fore fall 
de: (viz.Yto bedraun 
from the Tree of Life, which God 
19 his juſt judgment would not ſuf- . 
*fermanto make as quick an applicati- 
on 
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on of : upon which account *tis faid 
chat the Almighty did deive hamout 
of Paradiſe, and did' then guard the 
Tree: of Life with 'Cherubims-// and; 
Angels, and; that with: a flami 
Sword.  'Fruly for my own-part I 
not make it: my bufineſs to fetch any 
argument from hence forcibly, © 
conclude mans Free-wyll.; for Icannot 
underſtand that any 'Tree- in the gar« 
den had this vivifick : virtue, andim- 
mortalzing nature in it felf; for as I 
look upon'the other” Tree: of Good 
and: Evil to-have no! fach quality 1n 
the bare fruit, but.in the preſcrib'd 
pledge and particular: inſtance ofobe- 
dience' (as the branch of the Tree; 
which God: did command Mo/es- to 
throw-1nto the waters: of Marat, had 

no innate and immediate: yertue to 

make-the: bitter waters fweet, butby 
\ the preceptive uſe of 1c: ) for ſolong 
as Ada did continue under duty, he 
had a' free indulgence: of Gods hleſ- 
fing in all the reft of the trees' in the 
; ng but now mann wii, 1 
Lapſe and diſobedience deprived: hin 
ſelt of _ frunt of this war a boun- 
ty, ahd accordingly;being forc't-0ut 
of charha\py place; Godin incba for 
mentioned 
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meritioned Texr-faid by a ſharp 'Trony 
ro'deride mans fin, and:ſo-truly to? 
+ - worncj with the abuſe of hisre-- 
al favours ;'andinow God fully know- 
wn that the deleRtableneſsand ſweet-. 
neſs: of all the- trees of the Garden was: 
3 alike loſs to'man, ſorthatinthe con-: 
Z dition he wasin; he: conld reliſh: no: 
E more of Gods| goodneſsin them, thary 
the depraved»palate « of'a ſick man, 
ro'whom {weer things become bitter, 
F and pleaſant ones truly nauſeous : 
3 therefore the Lord'does-leem ( driving 
of poor man from the Tree of Life.) can- 
q didly- to expoſtulate with-himin the 
dialeEt of 'pity and;compaſſion, as if 
he had ſaid: iAhwretched man:;, the 
. food of innocency> will nbthing avail 
thee in the ſtate of ſin and miſery; all 
that thou now: canſt:taſte:of Godin the - 
_crature; muſt derive:1tſelf-from the - 
{weat of thine own Brows : Every tree 
before wasa'Treezof Life tathee 1n the 
ſtare of immortality; but now having. 
brought the Corſe of Deathiuponthy 
ſelf'by :thy wilful: diſobedience, that 
Ftuit now will not redeem'rhee; which 
texmerly. would: have preſervd. thee ; 
mere wilr:tthon 'think-to:find-hon 
and {weetneſsas before? Thou .can 


now 


Nathre of Gods Deerees. 
now bein fallen reliſh nothing: But 
Aloes ant bitterneſs, and Co har 

r diſpleaſure þ "reaſon of 'rhy: vo- 
 fantary tranſgreffiqh. - So that” the 
Earth that ' did'btfore freely. ly..pa > ih 


tribute-and fruit to than, 
after the Fall return'the "Is fryit- of 


his enfore't labour :'#6r his verypl a 
plow'd pains, and theearth N fm 
him ' a greater Hatveſt of i'w 

of true; grain 3 wheti before. tha Va 


draw.. plenty' of bkffings from” the 


exuberant breafts of nature 3 and what 


fezgn 


n'd ofa Golden age, \ Was 


= = -_ 


F wal" F a: Piidat, (ith 


melts; * a 


y 


Thehony- Jew bfHe ven did aiRifape 

them through rhe rrtes of the Gar 
we neyer read of deathtill of Abe? 
ence "(that being an” Apoſtaſy.*from 
life) ; -neither did we feel theſharpae 
of thotns or thiſtles; grief and” 'ſor- 


row, till mans ini uity had ſowed then 


5 'the furrows- 


and ther 


the field; 
earth of our ſinful: 
was not'ohly in thi 
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tyre,.but hee ofagan an. al- 
reration, in 1 ace $Aaror . 
dark, and diſmal cloud of An er 36g 
ane, but the produc” a, fair 
cul Ng $ Gay agg pe 1 _oley 
6d aPPEgs ia, the 7evelat 

nfs: blefſed:. Jeſus. 


6100 RfATe to 


_— 
eation 


alt verſe, 
God £ faw all his worksthat my were 


truly good end DES ſo thathe was 


no way concetn'd as the Author of 
ſin. 


friendſhip ;chat whenſio is the eauſbof 
our'diſtante} 1 couldby. a fafe mie- 
rence. of r&#ſon be: cofichided; . that a 
ſinner thereby becotnes nedrer to Gods: 
as though Godreoulet be, . artd- not be 
an avenget of:{in; thooppoſer of his 
very Being, Thus Gods Juffice: beirts: 
by: fin mraged; he'mghrbaveappetit- 
e&mrfic-moT dreadfuland affrightio 
ſhape of Fury 3: brit he was pleas/dr 
make.+ patiſey/-ſo- that the: Lord cid. 
break forthbindighrand mercy at laſb; 
though Gods ice for ſn wasTalgd 
kigh;- yet. his - mercy oyerturn'd. the 
ſcalts :thoughuoiquirp. did lay 10 its 
tulf weikhe wnro the! balance, yet- tie 
Idlvine | goodneſs-: bverweightd- :[: & 
or :9366t, the Divinezcompaſbans/berng} 
aw! thet Pſalmiſt! tells:us: P/e/; 1:45:91 
above. all; his: : works:i; | So that 
iftamly che Scend: was ching'd from 
_ miſery to merch}:;! « tempeftdid/brealy 

forth } - yer ividiffob®dyit ſelf//into a 
whble fhowerofblefings: thus rame 
ddr feein ro be-prefac?d withrmerc}: ; 
for- fron the: very:ratle- page: of: Gods 
ang” we max eafily- read 2. whold 
uhtofhis:kindneſs. For: we can no 
tbancr look upon:the frontiſpiece, the 
veryr: begianing: of Holy Scripture, 
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iwhere we ſee the ruins of mans inte- 
-grity :by reafon of the Fall, but we 
may as ſoon diſcover a Corner-{tone 
to repair-this building of the Lord, 
in that firft great Goſpel Promiſe of 
our Saviour, Ge. 3/15: Thefeed of the 
Woman ſhall break the Serpents head, 
Thus here ſhines forth ' divine mercy 
even injuſtice,and life 1t ſelf inthe very | 
lentence' of Death ;- ſo: that - now-. 
my diſcourſe is gradually deſcended 
to the times of the Goſpel, wherein 
you Tead, 'x' Theſ. 5.9, That God hath 
wot appointed, or ordained us to wrath, 
but to obtain' Sabuation by our. Lord 
Feſus Chriſt; *tis inthe original »« Then 
(that is) God hath »not ſet up- lus. 
Creature as a certain/ mark, fixt:-by 
the hand of. a fatal-: Decree, | for: his 
anger and fierce wrath' to ſhoot at; 
_ and ſo to'/ become the Trophies of Di- 
vine 'Vengeance;andall to advance the . 
triumph ofa ſeverer juſtice ; for I muſt 
readily- aſſert” that Gods vindittive 
__quſtice in' the puniſhment of obſtinate 
ſingers is hisftrange a&;not in the leaſt 
his choice , but'meerly his neceflary 
refuge, which the Apoſtate rebel Crea- 
8 ture doesdrive him to; and that though 
> =_— he might in juſtice, yet he could not 1n 
E ER mercy 
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mercy leave any creature under his juſt 
condemnation, though the bolder $4- 
lapſarians tell us,and thereby would 1n- 
finuate into. mena belief,tharGod paſſes 
by ſome, and ſo reprobates them,and 
_ for no. other cauſe than his meer 
-will to excludemen from aneternal in- 
heritance purchaſt by-Chriſt ; when 
there is certainly no man 'ex parte Dei, 
but as truly xedeemable, anditbat by the 
effeQtual application of: the! means of 
Divine grace, which Gods Omniporen- 
cy ia infinite Waſdom-andGoodneſs did 
fnd out, , and-accordingly. does (till 
attin. And though God; hath promi- 
{ed that his-.Spirit ſhall dot always 
ſtrive with,man, as in Gez;6,3.xvhich 
15. not only! true'in his] economy of 
the world under the Old [/Teftament, 
but the Textis as truly prophetical'of 
the diſpenſations of Gods. grace and 
mercy under the New 5: yet in this 
Place of Sacred! Scripture we are to 
underſtand the Lord as if! he had'faid 
Sr0gomms; in the moſt : affeCtionate ' 
ſtile, and in the greateſt. compaſſion 
to. mankind; I am troubled to behold 
the prevailing malignity of evil againſt 
| my Spirit of Grace 3 I:;will therefore 
timely to preyent the infeCtion, - and 
G 2 growth 
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of _ love 10 'Ganers, , and from rhis 


no oppolition : and whit 
conſigerable,*isthe miyhty 
'ving -ingeneral- for refs ne conver- 
þ himifelf; "tis Hot #f the lea(t'F6 


| God migty ave juſtly pt 
4yſbtoriginabſmin a ln r'thenin 
vain —_ he: ſer (hiififelF agairnft rhe 
Propagation iof it by che'#Qual tranf 
refions'of them, who: are -conth- 
under amoft oh mcg polfibili 
pf. Apna theſame. ts 
es 
book 
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jr declare. And if it'be 
abep of Ges. that coor 
of. che thoughts of rBarls/ 
only evil, - and char contin! 1 
does: really '19fer 'no' move,” 
horrible ſad Rats of makind ho 
the 
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5 negation 
[45h of mans Will: for if God does 
conquer. by his earneſt ftrugl with 
men, is mult be Fe y ſub- 
ion. and obedience. to his good 
rit. of grace; and nat by cer force, 
or by the-power of any irreſiſtible: De- 
cree,. For the Almightie Arie 'alfuping; here, 
is, not tobe: Ago a piece of coerci- 
on. and, violence, but.only [Ys earneſt: 
and go his, good-- 
neſs and: mercy, whicly 99706. <- em- 
brac'd,, or Ant d Wi 4k 


rently, Yeats eng 
d men hen, = wn a, 


contraft thei Divine. foe 
ng hy [au canine the Lotts 
mercies, ſince. he hath put; no limits 
ta them himſelf ? His,bounty being as 
SE TIE 
and. nerfealy. incomprehenſible: The: 
all. elar 6/7 of: the. moſt 


- Piercing apprehenſions.can never reach 
19;, Gods mercy being exalted not. on»: 


G } = 


ly above our higheſt conceptions, but 
above all hisown works: Why ſhould 
we-then' meaſure the divine goodneſs 
by our narrow ſcantlings, and drayy : 
Gods mercy into a leffer chanel, than 
ever he did intend they ſhould runin? 
now ſome by their pernicious Doftrine 
of irreſpeAive Decrees ere in mens 
minds the moſt terrible Image of the 
Almighty: and ' how dreadful muſt 
their apprehenfions be, who look onl 
on the Divine Juſtice ? This is enough 
ro fright them into the ſaddeſt deſpair, 
when God ſhall- appear ina dreſs ſo 
horrible to them, that he ſhould ab- 
ſolntely condemn men toeternal mi- 
ſery in their firſt cauſes, before they 
have any exiſtence , or the leaſt ap- 
pearance'of a Being : ard 'muſt poor 
Mortals be conſign*d to infernal dark-' 
neſs, before they have entred on the 
Regions of Light ? And muſt muſh- 
" Torn man before he hath 'peept out of 
his firſt principles deferve the puniſh- 
ment obeverfatting Death, and before 
he is partaker of the breath of life? How 
then can Mr, Catvip affirm that an: un- 
changeable Decree of God appoints and 
ieals men to eternal deftruftion -?'?Tis 
ſtrange that before men are guilty of 

; any 


any aQtual and ' perſonal fins, they 
ſhould bo ſo gy eg _ to 
rpetual miſery, which w c 
Sn: not, could not merit the adder 
judgment of Death; muft they re- 
ceive the Wages of Sin, who have 
never committed any ? This is altoge- 
ther inconfiſtent with the legal Proceſs 
in common Courtsof Judicature ; and 
muſt man; become more juſt and 
righteous than his Maker ? And ſhall 
not the judge ofall the World doright? 
Gen. 18, 25. Nay Mr.Cal/vin goes high- 
er, which is fitter to'be written an 
tears, than with Ink; for heſays ex+ 
preſly in his third Book of his 1f. 
Chap. 24. Seft. 13,  Ecey" remedium 
adhibet, ſed ne ſanentur ; lucem accendit, 
ſed ut reddantar ceciores: that 1s, that: 
God propoſeth a remedy. for fins, but 
not that men ſhould be healed'iof them ; 
that God lightetha light ( perverting: 
the proper. uſe of 1c) that men may 
be made more blind. That he directs his: 
. voiceto men'iinthe Goſpel ,” that they 
ſhould grow deaf thereby. This aſſer- 
tion can never: prove true in the firſt 
degrees and inltances of mans Life , 
but when the Almighty does give men- 
. upto judicial blindneſs, and ſpiritual. 
| . G4 OCcxcation,\ 
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the Almight "IST —_— | 
ly nnd ihe ſinners Fore ns ogg 
incurſions of the terrours of the Lord, 4 
and his ſharper anger. Now this re- 
ſolute perverſeneſs cauſes the great- ; 
eſt prief.to God, becauſe mens tem- 

pers are ſo obdurate and 1mpene- 

table, that neither Oyl nor mer- 
cy, nor the. {upplenels of holy admo-. 
nitions can inſinuate it ſelf and be- 
come gperative on ſuch a reprobate 
conſtitution of mind. Now then when 
mgn-arziye-.to ſuch an inſenſate and 
fatal obduration ; from ſuch, 
God may juſtly withdraw his illumi- 
nating grace, and then ſuch men 
may be wholly left in the dark 
ar to themfetves ewhietkt 1 5 the ve- 
uniſh-. 
nature 
iS 


IY ex) and height of Divine 
ment ). For when our unbridl 
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Tien may ſhyt the gate of Gods 
- - mercy againſt himſelf, but the Lord 
not doit to any ; for hedoes not 
us gra ACC any man (' wherein 
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CHAP.' Xx. 


6. NR 
the DoQtrine of abſolu 
deſtroy the very foundation of all 
Gods divine cxconomy , which is 
laid and firmly bottom'd on his 
unſpeakable mercy , - and that to the 


whole race of mankind : But ſome 


have arriv'd to ſo ereat a height 
of impudence, that they openly de- 


clare in the negative , and they take 


the liberty to ſpeak of Decrees, and 


of the : affairs and [tranfaQtions of 


Heaven, © as if they were Secretaries 


of State in that ' Kingdom', © and 


fo could open the ' Arcane Imperit , 
and fully reveal the'ſecrets thereof ; 


and "that they are the favourites of 


Heaven, when-all that they deliver 
is with ſo much peretnptorineſs, and 
as 


no 


9 


r 


-—_—. « as i hey' enjo 2g the 
place of an infallible DiQtator ; joy _ 
ny drawing from theſe this unhap 
thar fome mer are 45 

lately predeſticated to eternal life 
through Chriſt ; ſo that ſeeing he 
hath done--fo euch ( as they too 
confidently affirm) for them, they 
necd do the leſs, and that the great 


amb ide was $9, LIES 


unrepanting, INQgF. tg + 
SIE uy = 
guch p rU+- 
; oft agree of 
Band a; efofar from cs 


; teach men the, j grove 
99. they. ma 


ruptian 


ruption '4Hd ite" Far 
our Toritmon' he neural 
t ted e bh Leach we 
Impuctigs and” Ci | 1EWUnetS, 
new thvented trioddy.pPfinting agaiat 
God. And there © ith 'not JErT 
wanting a Set of men in the world, 
(thoſe great ingenioſo's for vice,) who 
have enhanſt our innate and inbred 
corruptions to the greateſt height ; 
who have put their wits on the Ten- 
ters, and their louls-onthe Rack , 
and all to find out ſome new ways 
and arts.to excel the moſt monſtrous 
Romans Pars in their —_= and 
Scenes of horrid impieties a ile : 
Dur ch be edhinain {0 ;ewle a 
belief, that the eternal Son of God 
ſhould ſuffer for any leſs end, than 
to meliorate the World ? and road- 
vance our humane nature to the great- 
eſt heights of piety, and to purity of 
life; and to raile our Touls to the moſt 
refin'd and ſublimated goodneſs ? ſince 
Chriſt'did come into the Wosld, that 
ſentence of eternal death might not be 
executed on us,in that he ſuffered, and 
fully ſatisfied the penalty of the Law, 
that we might be at liberty, but not be- 
come free to pleada —_" * 
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e of 1 
from our duty. So that 
tus death purchaſing the 
on: of ourfins, does not remit 
ut rather confirms his title 
claim toour real obedience. 
ity of life. 
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CHAP. XI 


1 yd ron in thenext place ſhew you 
1 .Þ-that fromthe beginning of Gods 
adminiſtration inthe world, mankind 
could! never pretend a freedom from 
'his' duty,- and his reaſonable ſervice of 
God;i'morder to his future happineſs : 
And' I preſume' #he ſerious . conſide- 
'F ration:ofthis ſhould quickly awaken 
and ftartle the moſt ſecure andabſolute 
 Predeſtinarian Dreamers; for-God no 
ſooner: made man; but. hedid:ſet him 
to the doing of his duty, which was 
.co-eval, and did begin with'the very 
Creation it ſelf, which did take its 0- 
riginal with ours ; | God indeed pre- 
{cribing the ſame all along'/from* the 
beginmng : and that he might kee 
man,to whom he had indulg'd'# whole 
| world of bleflings ; - in a/ conſtant 
| conformity to-himſelf,, heidid' ſee 
it moſt-neceſſary:to this _ g to 
imprint' in: mana ſenſe of his obedi- 
ence, and that bythe limitation: = 
FN ue 
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due boundary of his Free-will : ſo that 
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the firſt Sabbath had been but the be. _ 
ror Sabo exernal one to God, & the 

ging ran man a a grateful acknowledg: 

Pa 0 wonderful mercy from 

a ſpeck of of Ap whole Creation, (and 

that by a reflexive contemplation of the 
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uſt olthe/fruivof bhe/fibgle FreewiPa- 
radife;which limitation was Rraiet, fel 
whoa ghe avs Gpremacy.o 

(hight fitpremacy of 
hisCtotor above bieh) by th ode-o, 
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that jnoreferonce rocinansentmatifalch- 
ty; a&hbavengi an imifediatcuſpeline- 
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line of the ſervite of God from the 
very firſt Book of Moſes to the end 
of the Prophets, down to the Goſe 
peltimes 3 for you may ſceinthe in- 
ogy of the world; the: great Crea- 
tor was' owti'd in the creatures natus 
_ ral Religion, -— reaſona ood 16 
bf Satrihce, wheti righteous Abe/ ofs 
fer'd up tlie firſtlings - of his flock ; 
and afterward: indeed himſelf, bei 
Gods Proto-Martyr, ahd ſofiipplyli 
the: place of thei Sacrifice, as well as 
erforming' the duty of the Prieſt 5 
And he is beeome' juge Saorificium 
far he beifig. dead; yet ſpeaks forth 
our duty, artd dueſubmiſſior! to 'the 
will.of God, andthieretore you read 
in Ges 4 Derſe.4; 5. That the” Lofd 
bad veſpett to Abel; and to: his offey- 
ing ;-vub nnto. Cain amid his offering he 
hae #0 at all. Bat ſortie from this very - - 
plnd of: Sortprure- imagine jad v2 
cou thank, 'thit Cain was conclu- 
ded }h the black-line of poſitive repro 
bation 5 fo thar:from henee as fro #- 
firm: Hypotheſis; ſome bold and þlaf- 
phemous fuppeſters have inferr'd a9. 
| abſolute elettion, with its cohtrary of 
| 25 politive reprobation ; yet ſgthe Subs 
| 44/aims lve- dckriowledg?d Gods 
19 4 _ Dect6e 
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Decree in ſome meaſure reſpettivein 
_ this -preſent.caſe, in the intuition-of 
_ Caia'slih:though others will allow Cain 
"to bereprobated only -in reſpect of 0+ 
Triginal-ſin, and notof his actual per: 
ſonal iniquity ; : theone being, contra 
Cted:from the'loins:; af: his Parents; 
and... the- other -wallfully ,-committed 
by himſelf ;--which'by conſequence” he 
might have ayoided;and {o hinder'd, as 
being-a-freeafhd yoluntary Agent. But 
certainly there could not be any. FO 


bation of .Ca/z upon'the- bare. proſped 
of that ſin, which was,-commitedby 
tis Parents before his birth and being: 
ftor-this would be toniake: God! to. fee; 
ard.not-to ſee 3 to behold the one, and 
roconanive .,and ſo neglect the (ight of 
the horrible murder'of his. Brother: 
whereas both (ins are the joint objeEbof 
Gods infinite preſcience. ' But now.if 
you plcaſe to conſider Gods mild;ard 
candid - reprehenſion! ;of-- Cain, ;in;the 
pf wer. of the 4) chap.;of Gen; 1f thou 
doeff well, ſhalt thowrnot: be accepted:! 
(that 1s;) If chou:dolt exceed, ore 
cel jn duty, thou -{halt-then aſſuredly 
_ receive; a. Crown. or Blefling ; I Jay 
= tis clear from Gods/plain argiimens 
EE tation, that Cain;hadas free a willt0 
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offer up as reaſonable and as 3ccepta- 
ble a Sacrifice as Abel did, if Gods Iþi- 
fit could by. Faith in Chriſtvm ventu- 
rum, itt Chriſt to come (th.the firſt pro- 
hecy of grace and Dry by Chriſt 
Have wiodght in him as holy, and. as 
upright, and as charitable a heart, as 
the ſpirit of God had done in his bro- 
ther. But - the Lord who 15 po- 
 yro5n;, the great diſcerner of all mens 
hearts, did clearly ſee in theſe two Pro- 
thers | different principles and ends 
in performing the, ſame ordinance. of 
facrifice': For the ohe by the inſtin& 
ot nature, and the help of divine grace; 
& the other indeed by the meet diftate 
of nature, did lay the foundation of 
the 'worſhip, of God in'this way of 
ſacrifice.” As for Caiz he did really doat- 
onthe ovpus oferatumn, Or did only reſt in 
the ſacrifice being offer*d, when the ge- 
nuine- and proper eftet of ſacrihce 
was to'raiſe mens.. hearts from dead. 
works''to ſerve the living God-; He 
ſerved'*the Lord only for | himſelf, 
for meer temporal ends, and advan: 
| rages; whenon the other hand the Al- 
'F mighty did ſee that 4be/ ofter'd him- 4 
{{lf in the*fpirit of ſacrifice, as well == 
Hh H 2 = "1 
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as in the letter ofcarnal worlbig , Hop 
all was for ſpiritual and temporal blef; 
ſings : So that the "ng offer'd up 
ſacrifice of covetouſaels for. himſelt | 
without God ; the ather_ made a ready 
fffertory of thankfulneſs jor the umon 
of himſelf with God: and upon this ver 
ry account the Lard is {aid to accept, 
or ele the one, - and he other; to. 


reject ,or reprobate the. other ; the - 
facrifice of C47 being turn'd:1nto ling. 
that of his Brothers mtoan improve; 
ment in grace; the one you read dig 
vakappily; begee the. gory : Of eayh 
and Fratricide, the other a1 


d Fra a fincere love 
of God anda ready Martyrdotn.so thas 
the evidence of righteous; Abe/'s grace 
in the Almighzies FOcprariog of it, 
wasnot the ctieQ of abſolute eleQion, 
but a demonſtxation of bis real faith;neis, 
ther was the declaration of Cazas curls; 
in Gods rejeftionofhim, the real pro- 
; dutt of irreſpeRive _reprobation, but; 
© na the reſult of his outwar d formal, 
l profeſſion, and-inwardcorruptian, 1a}. 
that e.qyovis ligxa nos. fit Merquxins tha". 
$8 the' Carver hea Pohuletws, at. 
 . . elt Artiſt. Now this natwal religion by 
: ſacrifice God was pleas'd, to at 
wy and 


; | 


and fantife for his own peculiar 
worſhip, as you. may read all alohg in 
ive ooks of Maſes, where he 


the firlt > BOOK: ner 
does preſcribe and. give diretive 
Laws, to tha Fer for, the ſame : For 
God would never {ſuffer his people to - 
become lazie: or. ſecure; . but ſtill he 
ſhew'd .them in, the Old Teſtament * 
the necefiry f their own: endeavours 
in reſpe& of.their future bliſs, and, all 
in,a, way of ſervice, and obedience, 
which . our great .. Patrons. of uncon- 
ditionate le, ON utterly de- 
ny, and as ſcornfully. reject. Thus you. 
ſee the creature did hold a conftanteon- 
fofmity with his Creator in the primi- 
tive ſtate of perfe&tion, which did con- 
ſift in his natural worſhip, of God by: 
ſacrifice: ſothat man ackcft did truly 
reſemble a well ſet Watch, .wh call 
the ſubordinate and, inferiour wheels 
do hold anexaCt.correſpondence with 
the primum mobile, ormain {pr ing (the 
analogous Soul of motion) But ing 
diforder*dby afall, or ſome ſuch EXLTA-: - 
neous accident 7 the. ſame cannot. be £ 
reſtor'd, but by the hand of the skilful. . 
Watch-maker in ſome ſpecial aCtion.: 
4 1n like manner _inzhe. Fall of Man, 1m 
| Nis breaking the Gif tye of Obedience, 

| R.'z\ mans 
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mans mregular, motion. . and life 
did 'ravel it ſelf forth into uyiverſal 
diſorder and diſobedience”; and then 
the firſt way of mans aQtng in Gods 
ſervice was diſturb'd, and utterly 
broken off by the ſad Fall of tumane 
nature; yet after the Lapſe, ''man. 
kind was clearly convinc'd of their du- 
ty by thevery light of nature (though 
indeed clouded by theDevils deluſions) 
whence he was very ſollicitous,and did 
earneſtly endeavour for an expiation 
of his obliquities and wandrings from 
cheLaw of Nature written in his heart, 
and-plainly pointed out by the diftates 
of Conſcience ; by the help of which 


expiation, to uſe the expreſſion of the 
Prophet I/azah, - chap. 40. ver/. 4 Man 
did{triye to make the crooked [treight, . 
and the_rough places plain, that he 

might go on evenly in the way of true 
worſhip and duty towards God 
(though 1t muſt- be confeſt thar all 
theſe helps were'too infirm to patch up 
the defeats of our lapſed nature).Now 
this concluſion being made and gran-_ 
ted, wretched man Teſolves to make 
experiment, - whether there be. any 
thing in his power and dominion , 

which ©.God” hath” given him, that . 
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would ſtand in his room between God 
and him, and fo bear the judgment 
due. unto himſelf. This reſolution 
being fixt, andfully made, poor man 
endeavours to find out what will bear 
the moſt proportion to his worth, and 
all to this end, that the ſame may be- 
come a _teaſonable expiation ; and upon 
this account it was that he did attempc 
to. make a plenary fatisfattion by the 
offeting the beſt Creature he had; /olcat 
mola ſalsa litarey qyi non habent thura 
they did offer up a falt cake when 
they could not entertain their Deities 
with Odours, Myrrh and'Frankincenſle: 
and ſo we {till find and read that reaſon- 
able nature Cirefted its eye to an expi- 
ation by ſomething living, eſpecially of 
the very belt in his poſſeſſion, as evi- 
dently appears by righteous 4e/,whoſe 
practice did then become a precedent 
to all mankind (as being then the 
moſt reaſonable' and readieſt way of 
reconciling the Almighty to man a- 
2a1n ;) the whichas the Lord did ac- 
cept, fo he did afterward by eſpecial 
Revelation command this manner of - 
worſhip by Sacrifice, and that of the 
beſt living Creature, or inanimate one 
that was within the ſphere of a mans ” 

H 4 calling, 
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alling, So that you may fully ice: that 
bn Moſaical ceconomy, .God did 
lay his commands on the Jews to ofs . 
fer up Sacrifice, ſtill to perpetuate their 
Duty ; and though. the ceremonial 
Law was not intended to be of conſtant 
obligation, yet it was transſorm'd in- 
to that which was aftjng and durable 
- under the. Goſpel, in the juſt intend- 
ments of duty : Forinthe whole body 
pf the Jewiſh worſhip under the Old. 
eſtament there were ſame yeins of an 
gg of a ſpiritual one under the 
Yew ; for all the ſacrifices nnder the. 
Law were but figures of a ſublimer and 
purer ſervice of God under the Gol- 
po'; they were all but as fo many 
teps,” or convenient alſcents for their 
weak and infirm apprehenſions ta 
clumb of riſe up by to the true know- 
ledge of ſpiritual worſhip. So that 
laſtly, the Jews, though they were 
heirs of all, yet continuing. chil- 
dren, and being -in their minority , 
muſt in this manner ſpell out Reli- 
gion, fince the Almighty did mildly 
inſinuare it by the diſcipline of ſenſe 


Thus God did inftrudt . the Jews in 
their nonage, and under the guardi- 
anſhipofthe Law (being under thele 


elements and rudiments of the world } 
as in Gal. chap. 4. verſ. 1, [2, 3,4. 
Now for a farther Muſttation of this, 
I might a$9 down to- br ahams AL 
tar, to Moſes his , Tabefnatle , ahd 
ſo to Solomons Teihple, . rill I come 
to Chriſts Church, till 1 havebronghe 
you'to the true 11 hr, that lighteth eve- 
ry one that cometh into the world,even 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf , who 
was that true Sacrifice of Sacri- 
| fices, ever flaming on the Altar of 
Gods love, and ſo making a ſuffici- 
ent atonement both for Few and Gen- 
tile, The whole deſign of all was 
plainly thus, Almighty God was 
pleaſed in the Primitive Creation to 
indulge to man a world of bleſlings, 
the whole ftock of his Creatures in 
uſumfruttum to trade with all : man 
by his diſpbedience did become Bank- 
rupt of the Divine bounty ; yet God 
out of the tenderneſs of his mercy 
deeply compaſſionating - mans miſe- 

1 ry, enter'd with us into a Cove- 
_ nant of Redemption, freely giving his 
only Son and Heir to ferixfi the 
whole Debt, whereby we as Out-law?d 
were by Chrifts abundant fatisfafti- 
on reſtored again into the liberty _— 
_- ene 


, 


the Sons of God, and rhade 1 to ſtand 
Fells in curid at the Tribunal of Gods 
juſtice, as Co-heirs with 'Chriſt by 
his purchace of redemption,” as in 
Rom. chap, 8. verſ. 17. Avd if” chl- 
dren, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and 
JO" . heirs with Chrift = 


E 
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CHAP. XII. 


12. A JOw ſome, men have preſu-. 
med to go higher, and as 
confidently do-affirm , That the very 
Heathens,who do not enjoy the means 
of divine Grace and Goodneſs through 
Chriſt, do however arrive at,_happi- 
neſs, by living up to the very Light © 
Nature-; thaf 1s, ſuch as are not par- 
takers of the effeQual preyailing means 
of Grace under the Goſpel, and that by 
hearing. the divine Ward ,: and ſo as 
readily- receiving the glad tidings of ' 
lalvation through our bleſſed Saviour. 
In Rom.2.14,15. we read that the Ger-. 
tiles which have not the Law, doby nature 
the things contained in the Law, theſe ha« 
ving z0t the Lan (that is.that which was 
given to Me/.s in two Tables of Stone:) 
tor they enjoyed only a ſmall abridge- 
ment of jt, a. certain Breviary or Epi- 
tome of the ſame:; :yetfit was deeply! 
imprinted in their hearts, which they - 
did copy: out in. their lives, whic 
x Were 
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were the cleareſt tranſcripts of it. Theſe 
Gentiles were 4 Law unto. themſelves : 
For conſcience in all Heathens as well 
as Chriſtians, ſupplyed the place of 
one; for it did execitte its particular 
and immediate office in the little Con- 
ſiſtory of the ſoul, ſince it plainly does 
nodal or direly excuſe for the Gare- 
leſs 'inegle& of duty : and truly, ſuch 
perſons as have: ſtrictly obſerved the 
expreſs dittates of Gods Holy hiv 
living according to a well adviſed con. ' 
ſcience, are ſuch as by Faſtin AMartyy 
are Called Bubourns jd] abye 5; not that 
that place inthis Father does admit of 
the interpretation of qur Saviours be- 
ing the Wo7zd, or being the divine x5, & 
or rexſos,as Chriſt truly is {aid to be the 
ſidftantial or eſſential Word of God, 
Joh v.1.1s the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God, which was incarnate on 
earth ; If this expoſition is allowed 
of,” then the difficulty and doubt con- 
encary Jour future condition of theHea- 
thehs i9nreference to their eternal ſafe- 
ty ceaſes, dnd asſoon diſappears ; but 
here it may be probably. conjectured, 
that ſuch perſons/as have been only 
directed by the plimmering light of 


nature, 
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nature , ſuch: I ſay have made a 

greater progres, anda readier profici- 

ency in-fome- religious duties, than 

many Chriftians have done, that 'live 

under the brighter Sun-fhine of the 
_ Goſpel: And1periwade my felf, that 
ſuch mens hearts/being melted into 'a 
tenderneſs by the gentler flame” 'of 
nature', have been” readier” to re- 
ceive greater impreſſions of piery and 
deyotian, than many obdurate 'tem- 
pers of men continuing under the light 
of the Goſpel. ' Indeed the very Hea- 
thens bave been fully.convinced of the 
great neceflity of their duty towards 
God, from the force and power of na- 
turakconſcience,thatbeing!the true and 
infallible Judge 'of mens aCtions fince 
the ſadder: Fall of man. For our hir- 
mane - underſtandings ' do ftilt ftand 
kiz'dob, and are fully poſſeſt' of the 
ritprigciples of knowledge, all which' 
are deriv'd by''right::of inheritance 
{| from nature it felf, -as the wwe?” wroe?, 
thoſe:common notions, which as fon! 
as. they appear, doſeem tobe enftampe' 
and rmaprinted on our rationab nature; 
as namely, that God is to be worſhipt;' 
that-men ſhould. do as they would be 
done to; that al thovld honours their 


Parents, 
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Parents; and the like i thele are Apho: 
riſms/and duties: written 1n'the very 
Book of Nature : for the Heathens do 
ſuck -in' theſe connatural truths with 


their: milk, and do-draw their duryto: 
wards God & men,from theverybreaſts 


of Nature : and though it is/a great 
Queſtion in the-Schools; ' Whether a 
Heathen walking bythe meer. light of 
Nature '( which the Almighty hath'ſer 
up in his ſoul) may become truly ca. 


pable of: ſalvation thereby ; I preſume 


upon the: moſt' rational. grounds'; it 
muſt be reſoly'd\in the Negative ; :and 
that eternal ſalyation1is' only attaina- 
ble, and becomes feaſible, : by a full be- 
lief, -and-a; ;real- faith 1n our 'Saviours 
plenary fatisfaQtion and merits.. | For, 
pray-how can the Heatliens adnut of 'a 
belief of: the infinite efficacy. 'of 'our 


- Saviours ſufferings,who did never: hear 


the plain report-/ of it? ſince faith 


15 the proper and genuine efteEFoÞhea- 


ring, as'in Rows. ro. 17. where ?tis'ex- 


-prefly atirmned, zhat faith comes, and'is 
introduc'd by hearing ', and hearing: by 


the word: of God ?: However *cis certain, 


that -the- obſcure Heathen had ſome 


limpſe and imperfe&'diſcoveries'of 
brit. - And truly this opinion carries 
the 
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the face of probability along with it , 
inſomuch as Homer's Fable may admir 
of a true Moral : for the light of 
ſome 'truchs may, and do appear, and 
do commonly ſhine forth through Po- 
_ etical miſts andclouds; for heatfrms, 
That:the'old age did ſee a long chain 
hanging down Fon Heaven to Earth; 
ſo that the- Heathen World did per- 
ceive fome links of this chain of Di- 
vine mercy and (goodneſs reaching 
down even to their times, and firmly 
to. re-unite the creature to the great 
Creator :3'' which only-could be effe- 
ted by 'the '1ncarnation of the Son: of 
God, this' Angel of the:Covenant, de- 
icending as .on Jacob's: Ladder, from 
Heaven to Earth; , ſo that in the; be- 
nighted age of the World ,;:there may 
be ſome glimmerings of the! light: of 
this ſacred truth of Chriſts birth diſco. 
vered, and ſome faint rayes of our 
Saviours - coming . int6. 'the 'World 
{cattered abroad ; which more illuftri- 
oully appeared in the Sby/ls lacred ra: 
ptures : for we may find lome-of thera 
to be more like a Chriſtian-Comment 
\ ( as being altogether Evarigelical)than 
the blind Heathens bare Prediftions ; as 

it clearly: :appears from that of Siby/i 


Cumaea 
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Cumes 'and divers other,” this Firgil 

does: 'recard;,. | | | 
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Now the great God is deſtonded from 
. his: royal y: Palace to ha: foor- 
ftool here on+ earth, to dwell im this 
lower region of fleſh; | Thus theſe 
Sibylls did feem to. tranſcribe Goſpel 
Text,as that of wr jr ger * 4. And 
the Word was made fir, els 478008 
«: 10 that ce: rigs an eaſe 1a- 
bour-of rranflation, not:only to derive 
this fo-great @ truth , but. the ſacred 
Scriptures-eloquence too. - Hence:you 
may-eaſtly peiceive, thatthe-Heatheng 
didenjoy in. ſome meafurzthe Noftrine 
of Chriits/Miſhon and Adyent:itito the 
World : they had this:truth/as:Gold in 
the Ore, -and there was only. wanting 
ſome sktilful Arviſt to: refine tt ,, a 
thus'to illuſtrate; the; right and:-proper 
uſe of it. And/now upon: this and:ſes 
veral other accounts;, - preſume: we 
may ſafely: entertain a belief, that 
there are athey ſheep, which are not 
of Chriſts viſible fold, which norwnks 
ſtanding belong- to- the: gy <6 # 
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herd ; and fo miy be truly ſaid to be 
in Chriſt ; and reatenus Chriftiani, 
though not »omine, atid 21 meer appel- 
lation s and many fuch there are, 


who do feel in theit fouls a Law 0 
Grace watring with their rebellious 
lufts iri their members and gradually 
prevailing and bringing them to a dug 
conformity to tlie will of God ; wha 
though they may not have the Evan- | 
I : Law ih "the preaching of the 


xe, yet triily become” one to 
themſelves; and fb performing i their 
propottionable mannet Goſpel obedi- 
ence; foraſmuch'as they do ſtrifly vb- 
ſerve the: dictates of Gods holy 3» irit; 
g according to a truly well in- 


in livin 
formed  Confcience. Now ſuch as 


theſe, both were and are many of thoſe 
Gentites , who perfeQty abhorriog I- 

dalarrous Religion , and ſcoring the 
 fuperftirious Ri 


ites of their Idols vai- 
tier worſhip , have endeayoured to 
bring themielves to the true ſpirituak 
worthip of God , and fo did en- 
deavour to live as exatly as they pof: 
ſibly could in the exerciſe of all Morat 
 Cuttes. And prefirme,it carmot juſt- - 
66 denyed, that there were many 
h, thar did _ under the Law, 


an 
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and ſome that arenow.1nthele Goſpel 
'dayes, who though they are not under 
the bleſſed ſound of the Golpel Inter mi- 
ni, yet like the Eunuch of Candace, 
. wofld be Chriſtians zom#ne too, if they 
had a Ph:1jp or a S,Paultoinſtrudt them 
in- the right 1 anner of Chriſtian Reli: 
gion, , and ſurely the Almighty will 
never Tequireany more of any, than he 
hath given them. ; for he is n0re/pedter 
of. perſons, ( which the DoQrine of po- 
litive. Predeſtination' does , abloJutely 
imply). but whoſoever does righteouſneſs, 
the ſame is accepted of God; as 10 Ads 
10. .34, 35. Then Peter.opened his mputh 
. and ſaid, Of a trath 1 perceive, that Fa 
z no accepter of perſons; but inevery Ne- 
tion, he that feareth'him, and lo worketh 
righteouſneſs, ( Hilds, av /  ) becomes 
truly-acceptable ro him; and then cer, 
tainly ſuchare ſo, who by their obedi;, 
.ence' to. the light 'of the Law of Na- 
* ture, ſhall in their converſation juſtihe 
their ſincere endeavour to hold:the ex- 
atteſt. conformity with. God in. real 
duty :, for, if men. ſhould be ſo ftrange- . 
ly unreaſonable, and as bighly unchari- 
. table.as to excludemen from all intereſt 
in Chriſt, but only thoſe who. are vi- 
_ Tible Profeſſors of , the true Orthodox 
"& "it Faith; 
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Faith ; then there would be no room 1h 
Chrilts fold for thoſe perſons mentio- 
ned in'S. Mark 9:38,39.for our Saviour 
would not have' thar-man 1n the- leaſt 
wiſe 'farbid'to follow him , who did 
work 'Miracles 1n' his name-, even 
to the: caſting forth of Devils : and 
though he.did not! become a follower 
of Chriſt and his- Apoſtles ; yet it, 
is plainly evident, that Chriſt did 
then in-an implicit manner admit and 
adopt him}; by: his ready affirmation ts 
the Diſciples, ſaying, That he that 7s 
not againſt us, muſt certainly be on our 
part ; andſo ftandup ina joint vindi- 
cation of us and our Doctrine. And 
now, which is farther conſiderable, 
- and may be fafely enquired into with= 
out the leaſt curiolicy, *Pray what ſhall 
\. become of all eſſential Chriſtians, who 
'did only live we aye, by the regular 
luggeſtions of reaſon, and the convin- 
cling, power thereof, in the aJiduous 
fadtice' of their dutics ? and what 
all we affirm of ſuch men, whole 
weak capacities, from the per{ſwaſion 
of falſe Guides, have, and do betray 
them to perſecute Chriſt, out of att ' 
erroneous zeal, ſome vainly 1umaginin 
in this very manner to ftand. up a 
[ 2 de. 


tba IE ©. ! «40, We SHS > * y ad I af” OO WO TP ERTIEG 
as 1 tt 8} A - as 5 wy wg "__ A - 
| - W* aV&- : .. 4 a $ \ ”. ” #© I- 
k ID 
= . » oy = = ” = {+ . * 'I 
E %* 
: * - - Þ Ay " 
oe -Þ : . 
Ly . 
L \- + = © Ll 
*. . z 
: 


defend him? And laſtly, What ſball we 
conclude of all thoſe numerous SeQs, 
which not out: of mece pecyiſhneſs, or 
om a prolpect of temporal advan- 
tage, but only out of puny exror in 
judgement, have ughappily miſtaken 
the truth ; which howeyer: they. do 
from the greateſt ſincerigy love, and as 
willingly embrace, and as evidently 
profels 1n the genour of their. lives ? 
thus being the. infallible note, and the | 
Irue zelewr of ſaving Grace.. | 
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CHAP. : XIII 


1}, OW if all of theſe fore- 
| V mentioned. forts of men, 
with divers others, ſhould be excluded 
by any abſolute a& of reprobation, this 
would make our bleſſed Saviour's puſtl- 
lus grex, his little flock fo ſmall, that 
it would be really no more in propor- 
tion to mankind, ( pardon, Sir, the 
compariſon | than a few Olives, or 
| that little fruir which is caſually left, 
|» and remains on the Tree after it is 
. beaten : and pray then , where would 
be Gods infinite goodneſs, which the 
P/almift does ſo highly advance above 
all -his works, when ſuch a vaſt pro« 
portion of them 1s really deſigned by a 
fatal Decree, for the glorifying of his 
genie 0s which is indeed: peculi. 
arly aflign'd and allotted to the exalta- 
; tion of his incomprehenſible mercy ? 
But here, if one ſhall by way of aikils- 

gy, duly conſider of individual men, 

with the Almighty's gracious ends in 

6-4 + I 3 the 


WE 
4+, of 
+5 


the glorifying the gun Attributes of 
his Mercy and Juſtice in their ſalvati» 
on, or eternal ruine; T ſhall only pro. 
pound to ſuch a Proportionift, the 
number of the ſeventy perſons of the 

family of the Patriarch Jacob, which 

went down into Er7ypr, which indeed, 

and"that. in 'a corner of the Countrey, 

did multiply themſelves in the ſpace of 

four hundred years into ſix hundred 

thouſand men ( beſides women and 

children) as was evident at their de- 

patrture out of Egypr : I fay,let ſuch a 
one.ccompute, and make a full enume- 

ration of the 1ncreaſe of this one:pe- 

culiar family in the two potent King+ 

doms-'of Judah and Ih 4-1, ard he 

may eahly- ſee and collect: from this, 

thac the number of true Chriſtians: is 

not ſo ſmall as the Preceſtinarian Ac- 

countants, 'and as vain ſurmiſers do 

give .1t in: for ex pede Herculem ; 10 

that then from this little Toe of the 

Coloſſus of mankind, we may in ſome 

meaſure ſafely proportion, and -make 

aneaſte conjeture of the whole body 

thereof : and as there are many-+Stars 

| inthe Firmamenr of Nature, 74 there 
arceinthatof Chriſts Church;arid there 
arg Uivers' degrees of Grace _—__ 

E:4 701- 
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dent to the ſeveral degrees of: Glory 
therein : and m the Sphere of Chriſts 
Church there are ſome of thoſe Stars 
occultz'ex nebuloſe, and of them that 
do vilibly ſhine, their different magni- 
rudes make them more or leſs tori 
ous. *-And here, if I may preſume to 
make a parallel, the moſt regular Chri- 
ſtians that do make a right uſe of the 
Sacraments ( of thoſe Seals annext, 
and appendant to the Covenant of 
Gods Grace ), may very fitly re- 
ſemble the Stars of the firſt magni- 
tude , whoſe Frighter glory makes 
them the moſt illuftrious lights of their 4 
own truth and perfection. And as for > 
thoſe of meaner attainments , and of "2 
leſs ſtrict and regular lives, thoſe 
may be reputed Stars of the fifth, 
fixth, © or ( ſuppoſe) fixtieth magni- 
tude: all of which I ſhall leave to the 
infinitely wife Creator'sall-ſeeing eye, 
who ealilieſt does diſcern, and as fully 
know, ' who are truly his : And for 
thoſe many Corets and {trangeMete- 
ors that ariſe in. the Sphere_ of the 
Church, that make fſach great and 
portemous blazes,” like N.zuplizs's fire) 
they will clearly ſhew what they are 
in the leaft ebbing<of Religion, or in 
2s I 4 the 
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hy 30d, But here ſome of 
Mr. Calvin's Diſciples may ſtand up, 
and reolutely appar to ſtop us with 
an inhibition, telling us, that we mult 
not too. boldly enquire, or proceed tq 
make a farther ſearch intothe cauſes 
of Gods pretended abſolute Decrees ; 
for they do pOorees alledge , thax 
they are ſuch as diſdain our reach , 
or the nearer.approach of our reaſon ; 
and that they are an Abyſle not tq 
be fathom'd Dy our weak and ſhallow 
capacities ; ſo that we. ſhould not pry 
too. buſily into the Ark of God ; but 
ſhould, rather acquieſce in a modeſt 
knowledge of this, as of all other di- 
vine Myſteries, which ſtands conſtant- 
| WIIOgs whilſt a proud apprehen- 
= on of Gods ſecrets, itaggers, and, at: 
þ the ſame time, ſtumbles too. For, 
= what eye that looks on the Sun, does 
not dazle ? Te men of Galilee, why gaze 
ye ther, into Heaven ? To all this I 


hioly anſwer, and as freely confeſs, 
IT reely contels, 


: fome Myſteries 'of our Chriſtian 
Religion do triumph over our weak 
tealon, and do conquer it in the very 
wr of apprehending them ; as 


the very abſtrule DoQrine gt 
| Fac 


_ 
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the Incarnation of our bleſſed Saviour, 
and the manner of it, ( which is as 
myſterious, as his perſon is glorious, 
and as the mercy of it is incomprehen- 
ſible :) But why may we not diſcover, 
and as fully behold and ſee the evident 
cauſes of mans ruine and damnation 
founded, and that only mcthe corrupted 
nature of mankind ; rather than to 
ſearch, and that altogether in vaia,for 
a ſtrange and an unknown caule ia the 
ablolute neceſſitating Predeſtination of 
the Almighty ? *Tis ſtrange that Chri> 
ſtians now ſhould delight themſelves in 
this Stoical dream, Thac all things muſt 
run ina neceſſary and unavoidablecur- 
rent of Gods eternal Decrees : I am 
ſure *tis a. perfe&t contradiction in 
nature, to affirm, that there is a ne- 
ceſfitated choice; for though it mult 
be granted, that God dges truly and 
neceſſarily toreſee , that; fuch a thieg 
will be done, or {ſuch a ſin wil 
be committed ; yet the Almighty can 
not be ſaid in any reſpe& to know that 
whart isaCted voluntazily,muſt be done 
neceſſarily. For he perieQtly diſcovers 
by his diviae Preſcience, as through a 
PerſpeCtive-glafs, every mans volun« 
tary motion , 10. that it w__ 

ave 
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have” fallen- our ' otherwiſe -: every 
{mattererin Logick, or 'any one that 
hath"the leaſt inſight into dew r2/ 
ſicks', can ſoon make a ready di- 
ſtinQtion between a natural and a vo-. 
Juntary agent, between ſuch as aCt by 
the preſcrib'd or hx*d Laws of Nature, - 
and. of ood —_—_— are 
inan equal poſhibility of acting or not 
Qing for that the divine Decrcs do 
not "in rept real fatal _—_ on 
a 


any; in reſpett of their eternal ſafety 
or ruine; for the voice of reaſon mult 
needs proclaim thoſe Laws and Conlti- 
tutions very unjuſt, which plainly for- 
bid | and prohibit” that, which a man 
cannot poſſibly ſhun or avoid ; all con- 
ſultation then muſt be vain}, and con- 
ſideration ineffeQual, ifall things muſt 
be refolv'd into what is only neceſſary 
or impoſſible. Things then can be no 
more chang'd by our moſt earneſt en- 
deavours, 'than wecan ſtay the courſe 
of 'the Heavens, and of Celeſtial Bo- 
dies with our little finger, or add a cu- 


bit"to our' preſent ſtature : So that if 


' you will admit of a middle: way be: 


tween what"is:faid to be impoſſible; 
afhd what is truly neceſſary,” by the in- 
terpolition of -yoluntary aEtions and 
MS agents, 
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agents, who fully enjoy a liberty to 
move or not to move, then molt of 
the Phznomenas and difficulties inthis 
great point of Predeſtination , may be 
ealily reſolv'd, But now ifgll things 
fhall fall out and come to paſs by an 
inevitable neceſſity, then &£:/yphus 
might 'devolye his-- crime on cruel 
Fate, and T antalus might juſtly accuſe 
the ſeverer Gods for his fault reverſt in 
his puniſhment ; | for they are both 
brought 1n by the Poet plaialy confeſ> 
{ing nv avdytn epux1p NA TRE of lo that % 
what they did unjuſtly perpetrate, A 
they do, as readily'.complain', thar 
they were compelled co it by an inelu- 
table neceſlity , 07 1 107ea malay dime, 
even by the over-rulng Mandates of 
their Gods: and ſo Homer introduces 
- one crying out an the ſame tragical 
note in his nineteenth 7/1ad, __ 


mia I 3s altes 6a, 
'-W# Cavs, ole K neopoins bewVuce | 
(thatis) That Tam no way criminal, 


but bythe violent 1.npulles of the di- 
vane Powers, 


CHAP. 


CHAP, XIV. 


14; JOw you may plainly diſcover 
It N that this abſolure Predeſti. 
_ ary is but the © _— of 
nz fate reviv'd, and the un. 
Tree ttanſcripe of the Heathen 
Philoſophy; aft rhen it ſhould never 
be 'admitred into the Artictes of the 
true Chriſtian belief; for certainly 
chere never did paſs any poſitive De- 
cree m the Court of Heaven for the 
commufion of atty fin, God did not 
put weapons into our hands to wound 
and deſtroy our ſelves withall ; no, all 
ſinners are moſt barbarouſly cruel tb 
themſelves ; they become their own 
Aſſaffinares, ſole contributers to their 
own: ruin; fo that none can without 
doing violence to their own reaſon, 
and their Religion; aſſign the Divine | 
Decrees the proper cauſe of mans de- 
ſtrufQtion : for there cannot be twoto- 
tal and adequate cauſes of the ſame 
Nunterieal ettect ; hence you may ad- 

mire 
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mire how ſome moſt daring Hereticks 
can proclaim this fo erous -and 
horrible a Do{trine, That the Almigh- 

| ty does abſolutely wilt our eeernal 
miſery 2 For thereby: theſe ' men will 

be fore'd to a conceſſion, thar God 
does. fully aſſent ro the ſin, which is the 
fole:and genuine p—_ of mans 
Damnation ; this blaſphemonus'Tenec 
is neonlifent with the. pure nature of 
the molt righteous God ; for *tis cer- 
rain that the creature might fall (»-- 
lents Nea)and without any determinate 
m_ of the Lords ( his Divine pre- 
ence not being excluded ),* Net- 
ther does this neceffitate the particular 
ations of men, for rhe Divine previſi- 
on 1s not the immediate Origin! of 
events; for Gods barefore- knowledge 
of rhefururity of things, that they-wall 
be done, can never be afſun'd as any 
cogent. argument to. evince , that 
 ſuchi things . are effetted, becauſe 
he foreſees them , though Mr. Tw/s 
in his: Scietid media hath found out 
a ftrange intentional one in Mente Ds. 
vina,in the Divine intelle&. And then 
it mylt be as frankly acknowledg'd'; 
' that though God doth really foreſee, 
that forge men will go — 00 
eſtru- 
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ceeds: very confidently to tell his dif. 
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deftruQion/, | yet it cannot be ſo'as 


Mr. Calvin affirms-in'the: third 'Book 


and-24. Chap. of his Inſtitutions ,” be- 
.\cauſe. God fo willeth it, whew it" is 
ithe proper refult of our own depra- 


i'ved wills, not of the Divine” one ; 
.otherwiſe he muſt of neceſſity : make 
Almighty God'the Author of {1n-: and 
10: upon this' account Mr. Ca/wvirpro- 


Ciples, and others, it-1s not their part to 
as a' reaſon of: ſuch Decrees ,"'there- 


fore we ſhould: be huſht' and: quiered 
as-meer | children»: with a. contented 


I 


gnorance; But certainly this wretch- 
ed opinion of Gods poſitive reprobarion 
does not-carfy the nature: of> Divine 
"myſteries along with it; it 1s'not ac- 
company'd with ſo great an awe-and 
Majeſty, as if it ſhould be only obey'd, 
and .no way diſputed ;; and fully af 
ſented to, and:no! way argued, or in 
the lcaftwiſe encounrred : for God him- 
ſelf does /abſolutely. deny: thar it-is by 
any Ordinance/'or Decree of his; that 


_ the wicked. do-periſh; for he makes 


a lolemn and open. proclamation+a- + 
gainſt it in the Propher Ezechiel (chap: - 
33 14.) Say unto them, as 1 live, faith 
the Lord, &c. ſo that we may mew 
| j h y 
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' bly believe the truth of. this, when 
we have the acceſſion of Gods Oath 
to confirm and ſtrengthen it. For 1 have _ 
no pleaſure(lanh God) w the death of the. . 
wicked _— 70 dy ddvaTov 3% donfes » | 
that 1s, I have no, kind of will or.inten- * 
tion for it; 'but now in. this Sacred . 
Scripture we. have the expreſs afſeve> . ."M 
ration of the Almighty, that he hath 
no other will atall, but that the wick- 
ed would turn: from' their evil and 
 unrighteous, ways and live ; turn' ye, 
turn ye, Which 1s repeated with, the 
moſt vehement and ingeminated atte- 
tion .of:mind and delire ; for why will 
Je ales ye Houſe Iſrael ? hence-you may 
clearly perceive that wecarry the prin- 
ciples' of ruin within us.; {and that it 
is not effeQted by the force of any. pe- 
remptory. Decree, without us , 0 
Iſrael, thy deſtruttion is of thy ſelf, Hef; 
13. 9... For. the /Divine Decree . be- 
i0g.an immanent aQ, it does not theres, 
fare' produce. any real effect ad extra; 
'tis; very oby1ous.to any. mans capacity 
in that, known inſtance,. that a Law 
being,made, . and provided againlt.any 
Crime,, as; of Felony,: or any other, 
it no. way enforceth.;any, man to.'the 
commiſſion of ir, 1t directly tends-to 

| a 


afarbetrer end, for ir becomes a fence 
and fortification againſt it : Bur now, 
if God' by an ute 'aft of Prede- 
ſtination hath laidan ho neceſſity 
oenman , that he ſhall infallibly ſuffer 
Pamnation, what can poor 1rtpo- 
tent and infirm man do ? Can he 
. wreſtle with Omniporence , or inthe 
lkaſtwiſeoppoſe ſuch ' paſjtive deter- 
minations ? Therefore the Lord might, 
if he would, ( as Mr. Catvzz tells us 
in his third Book of his Inſt. 23. chap.) 
have provided a remedy for theſe fad 
Maladies and Evils that he forefaw ; 


bur he goes on affirming that -God 
otherwiſe decreed : and he farther 


ſays, that God did not make any provi- 
fion tn this kind, therefore of his deter- 
minate purpoſe he hath created poor 
mortals to perpetual miſery & inevita- | 
ble deſtruction. Truly this is fo deſpe- 
rate and fo deſtruQive a poſition, as 
mul? of neceſſity argue a prefumpcu- 
ous & daring Pride, as well as the want 
of r1ghr rei tir any mar; who ſhatl 


_ confidently attemprby ſach-unwarran-= 
table and” ground! 6 chat) Tres to fer 


and preſeribe' bounds and' limits rd 
Gods infinite wifdom, (ating in the 
_ free emanations" ef his goodnefs 6 
; wards 


) which it is real. 
e 2 finite creature can ful. 
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tor the Image of God, which indeed 
muſt be underſtood of the intelleQuaÞ 
part of man, his reaſonable Soul in all 
the aftingsof the underſtanding, and 
thoſe of the Will it ſe, (w \erein: 
its liberty. does confiſt :- ) for from the; 
Antiom of. 4 mans hody, and by an- 


Aa 4D A ORF .a©w GG 


we can eaſily Ok that man ts no. 
more than the fineſt-Vegetable, or in- 
deed the beſt Beaſt; but man was crea-- 


8 hours of it nepgrity and perfe- 
a 


full gr actin nreaſon; tor.he. 
was at firſt inſuch @ perfect condition 
m hisown nature, that he needed not 
any thung that might our to » 
be impaled in himſelf: ſo that mans 
Fall afterwards by the ſubtle ſuggeſti- 
onof the. Tempter, and of himſelf, 
was not the oor or Exciting of 
. any ſeeds corruption, latent. or 


lying 
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Efance or Su Being, eve 
Devil CE on _ UP@N: POQr 


man (he being of a lower and inferi- 
: a oe ;) for Satan w err wicked | 
. F ing irrecovera ; 
1 oft, and that by 6 inte, o_ 2 
| War with thei Creator for _ 
"| .<y, and eminency of power, (that 
| Mt the moſt natural and imaediate 

cauſe of all Rebellion )- ' the Apdo- 
/q fate Devil did too quick draw mah-- 


| - Kind intothe ſame condemnation; he 
having a great and mighty-nfluence 
on ten, much like that ofthe greater 
-wheels of a Clock moving; the leſſer 
08s ; for the Devils being +farſt ,- 4 
tenfrom their original a9 
.&s {ſoon move very Fo pr es > 
much that they didby the methods of 
Hattery, and infinoating arts, win. 
Tr wth on our firſt Parents, toithe- 

ularity with themſelves. How 
"ci the evil lie proftrateat thoſe ve= 
be was undermy! cr of 


"v£Difconrſe:of the 
+ Gods; and'they themſelves become the 
_ proper objeQts of Adoration and wor. 
hip +:Now our firſt Parents could 
"not trace the windingsof this old Ser. 
petit; *when hedid fo dazle their eyes 
cadet glory, (of being like Gody 
4 ded glory: (ON DEINg IKE LOG: 
and ll phat they wg not- by. the 
glimmering light of rHfis'falſe diſguiſe 
: perceive -how near- they were . ap- 
| pony to the fate: of Devils. And 
here the Serpents language was not ſo 
- ſweer/and charming, as it was truly 
: hr and prevailing ; for where 
-he gains. no conqueſt by- perſwaſion, 
: he does cloſely undermine: by flatte- 
ry: 10: that by the enchantmenrs '6f 
a ſerpentine tongue, + the 'duty of not 
eating (10 which ſingle inſtance their 
Obedience to God did conliſt ) is alto- 
. ther difiwaded and diverted from:; 
: and our. firſt Parents' being tickled 
” . -with the fancy of being Deities, 
= Jar laſt applaud the defign of diſobe- 4 
dience, and entertain the novelty. of 

- contemming the power of the: great 
 _ - Legiſlator or Lawgiver.. And now 
, ©. , Fou:may ſeethatche ſame kind of fin, 
Fo ' wasthecauſe of che Fall both - of An- 
gels, and of men 3 - w hich truly in both 
SIP | | was 
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was. a prodigious: pride, ; a. phan- 
taſtick Xfire, _ MERA ris 
in a vain preſumption of 2 better E- 
Pate ; yet man WAS PETIPt FAPNgh in 
his own primitive, nature ,--and. that 
| | for a regular and orderly motion.in 
* | his own ſphere of duty towards God, 
| | as you may plainly perceive, till the 
| Devil tempted, man with the lame al- 
* | luring bait, by the ſame" fin that in- 
" | ſnaredbjm; and ſo poor man was af- 
| | terward betray'd intothe Game pic fall 
| of ruin with the Apoſtate Angels. 
Thus fin 10 rhis manner becoming the 
' | fad diſeaſe of the ſoul, ,can no way 
\ | becharg'd on Nature, nexther on. the 
, | Godof nature; it muſt then.necella, 


. 
- by 


| ily proceed ab alio 8 Creatore, from 

| Es diſtant from the Creator,and 
| that muſt. by an undeniable conle- 
| FRney be from the Creature. it {elf- 

And ſo a good Father does exprelly tell = 
| us, Fe, eccath conſtet pr madam 
wvoluntatem Biakol, & homipzs. ſe a Deg 
avertentem ; que vero malitia_ Voluntas 
tis, non'a4 Deo, fed ex Diabolo Or no- 

bis eſſe proveniat. But now.how could 
man being, created perfeF, loſe this 
natural perfeQion in himſelf ? For ag 
the RoyalPreacher tells us, Ecc/eſ.7.29, 
| —_—  ——— 
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7 be : rally he cer. pop 
| juſtly charge wot > AL 
EY eficin that oiot divine 
e he made © elf, for blot- 
fame with fi ; we muſt chere- 


had by woven Fi for the ſource and 
of 'this imperfeQtiqn, or def 
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ſince we'thaycand taſts tl 
Ys effects of it, we have noe the leaf 
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1eafon utterlytadeny it, no-more than 


We 


lus. 
gi — Gy the grigina 


have to affirm that the River /V:- 
hath na heads, becauſe we pom 
ere- 


| and being 1nterwoven 
vid eve yeins of the Earth, the ys 
"Be mens moſt- cyrious - inquiry 


$0 4magine that the ſemigi _—_E 
of weeds is not in a garden, becauſe 


it is ſo ies. and complicated with 

that. we cannot find it in the” 
eof. FarI {ce nat the leaſt 
realy why the creature ſhould give 
a full nd fatisfaFary account of the 


ws f mankind, Jo that weaught ra- 
Ka4 ma 


cher to- acquieſce 'and- content our 
Nilus doe run far, yet it does at 1afk 
loſe it ſelf in the Ocean'ofgGods 'infi- 


nite mercy, ) the effefts'of mans'Sin 
and oy good'(thouph the cauſe 
was truly -andinfallibly[bad :) And''if 
we may-aſcend one ſtep-higher, and 
ſo preſume to make a little inquiry in- 
to the Fall of Angels;(for that of poor 
weak mans did follow 6n'theirs, as T 
have before ſufficiently declared) 1'do 
not fee, but'why wiul-judicious Mr. 
Hooker - we \may - reaſonably believe 
that Creatures that are of a finite and 
gradual perfection did by. a ' reflex- 
we admiration of their 'own worth; 
mount and fly above their own ſtation, 
upon the wings of an ambitious defire 
to ennoble-their natures, though they 
did thereby diſhonour their | Cree 
ator, andthat by a ſcornfu] contempt 
of what they enjoy*d; and as vain an 
attempt of aſpiring after more, ups. 
on which very: account they did colt 
ly deſerve'tobe, ' and fo weggutterly 
' and eternally degraded,” and fo like: 
lightning: were violently 'caft 'down 
from Heaven into- the Regions ofeter« 
nal Miſery. and darkneſs'; Jude vi - 
| — And 


And the , 
firſt ſtate, 
that 15, ' nor” 


els which their 
rare Shy 1 x", 


obſerying or. not keeping 


their own ciftmA- prin in- 
dependent 'uporrany but Fr Cod b nary 
but leaving'their own habitations; rl 


mma y-were faſt bound" in mi- 
 lery, where their fatal captivity is al- 

bebe) irreverſible, God having reſer- 
ved them in everlaſting Chains un- 
der' his Divine © judgement, - it the 
Dungeon Sfereinl horrour and dark! 
neſs,. unto the laſt and: great day of 
Aſfize;; + when /God will on the'evil 
Aigels infli&-the ſame puniſhmetit; 
that Politicians do- on the i bodies of 
Traytors, Tack. 'them: into a confeſ- 
fion of their moſt daring fin ; ' and 
Gyant-like/- provocation, by their - 
deſperate attempts of invading Hea- 
ven it ſIf,- And now” here” alſo that 
1s @ very unlafe- and/ darigerous opi- 
nion of Mr:: Calvjzn, who' aſſerts that 
Gods reprobation was the cauſe of the 
Angels DefeQtion from him for then 


their horrid 'Apoſtaſie muſt be whole- 


ly devolved uponthe Almighty(which 

tnuſt ſurely be an -argumeat' of the 

-higheſt blaſphemy toafirm ) Butwe 

way calily- aſſign: @ more iiamediate, 
\ al 
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x6. Yd Ut here vain curiolity may 
ſeem to ſuggeſt an enquiry 
into the time of the Creation of An- 
pels, and their conſequent Lapſe and 
11. IT muſtconfeſs I am very unwil- 
ling to gratifie this inquiſitive humour, 
neither can I pretend to cure this {ad 
itch after novelty in Divinity, as well. 
2s' in other faculties, and abftruſe 
Sciences ; yet I preſume the Creation - 
of Angels may be ſafely antedated be- 
fore. that mention madein Gez. 1.1, 
& ary , In the beginning God created 


the Heaven and the Earth 3 becaule the 


ſequel words and conſequent expreſ- 
fous do ſeem to relate only tothe vi- 
ſible World, whoſe beginning was 
from meer Chaos and confuſion, and 
the-real- end-- thereof, the Creation 
of the moſt perfe& creature of his 
order (being then man). Now the 
intellectual World of rational and ſub. 
limer ſpirits did not need the help of 
theſe material Creatures (in which 


the 


\ hs 
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bk 


-notſce why theDe 
' more puniſhment by ; that .darkne 39 
' which. is the real privation of; :mate- 


morning ofthe firſt day as/ſome! of the 
Fathers do»pbſmively affirm iz; becauſe 
indeed the; Angels, thoſe; immaterial 
ſpirits, haye-not;! neither enjoy an 

- ſucceſſion of aight or day; for though 
-we read of the +Prince . of: Darknels,, 
the; Devil; »this. I take to ;be- only 
tpoken ofa itate; map 4 £0; night, 
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the gradual workof the Divinity is fo 
tuallydeſcribed): ſtitherIthink 
we may nn -moſ};; xational 
grounds 1nferthe:real exiſtence of An- 
ls,' before this viſible ;emanation of 
the Divine Effence. and ſo' not. to. the 


#8 


the diſmal: horrour of it; for-.I can- 
vils ſhould ſuffer any 


IN 


- 
e 


fitting and-pungent pain by. Smcting 
our eyes at:ndon:day,or at mid-night, 


when. we contemplate, or poſſibly re- 


fleft on any immaterial..qbject in a 
_ dream: Yet{the:iDevils may: ſeem. to 


by 


- make mens Helton Earch, by AIong: 
y. 19C 


ly : difaffefting: mens . ſenſe 


6bjes, which: become volatile.inthe 


fancy.; andthis does appear from that 
icy trembling that ſomerimes does {cile 
(1a the hotteſt ſeaſon) on-ſome flagiti= 
ous 


Ci - 


Olin, ts an-hoorious murder 
*»ts;! the Glioſtof the murdered per- 


ſors fer to walkan their dif ie-- 
tad - IE Ota bllons in his 


kind" apparition 'to chem: ro I 
ck 00th hoggras-ih max alc 
ably-ſuppoſorhat ternal {pirits 
propet Helt nf oro run fr coti- 


Foray in nh loaf? of Ji 
Hſe) Wherelct they were. at firſt cred- 
ev; nd ao iotheircontimiec-enmi | 


ſfomthe ir buti-- 
ankd 


mid —_— oughour:; the - 
Ervittre Ar ab 'they 


' coukd ;. 
which : Faw rin Fey 
Es erdwh hel, 
which- t probzblybe | mY 

titfie afcer- rr oaner 
art Hoh +6 ebay 
as 'mivfſtÞe prmiruor het believQ,. 
and' Ip Touly © eomectury (from Sarans- 
mo His-'gilde#i(rhough poy- 

us: }-pitF-in' the! firit tetmpration- 
to teceive-ir, frac che Devil did 
-no Toorier make one fingle onfer;on 
thans -infiveency , but he barter'd it 
"Weigel © love <1 


, " as FS. den . , 
a , * an Wreck "6 "= 4 , - y L | 4 We \ er a. AX 
i ed "As. eds; os nt = hs. "or "a Was 7 > Af ORE os oa A | 
f E l F gs » . mn © Dibas. . 4 Do © "I \ 3 L 
- * { - . a th = - My - aL a as s 
: 4 . b w "af . »- 
: , he 
© " 
I p Y :, 
a . Tt ' 
vs : 
Pa. _ : - # 
o * q 
I . - P o 
- * 
| . - | | 
, X 
\ \ 
- - 
= i . o * 


Now fron the: fatal-cvent of mans 
Fall ifithe rams-of his integrity, we 
moſt of. neceffity mfer that-God dig - 
Fee 1t 1-his ' infraite, prelcience and. 
divine fore-know! and the: miſe- 
rable Tequel /bf this degeneration of 
-fom the navareof the Divine Wall 
God could not create. ahy- thing :buc 
what is truly perfett; yet whar was- 
fo created, was not bound by any in- 
vincible fatality to continue ſp;whence: 
- it muſt unavoidably follow, that the. 
creature muſt be capable of lapſing or 
. lng , nolente Deo : And as God: 


eould he from the nature of his infi-- 
' nite perfeCtion in the leaſtwiſe im- 
pel the Fall of man, becauſe the 


property of the Divine per- 
Sw is to improve it ſelf , 4 
emanation of his goodneſs in' the- - 
Creature, which wretched mans lap- 
 fation did really oppoſe, and hinder.. 
So that in fine, the total and adequate: 
cauſe of the Fall of both Angels and 
men muſt derive its ſole original from 
Aitpels and mien themſelves ; Tor it is 
ly contradictory to the very 
nature of infinite and divine wiſdom 
| to 


greater good by +evil.; 
*natural growth: of all poſi. 

-to- that ' which is higheft 
and truly ſuperlative, is by: degrees 
1gh/ that good 0.15 a COMPA» 
Tative one, as the moſt perfett tate 
and temperament of: body 1" nature 
n never. own its/ OrIgNe tO al (Iſh 
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TY: AR which: is! farther conſi- 
 derable from the very nature 
of Gqds Providence , ' we:know it was 
truly impoſſible, that he ſhould ordain 
and decree,” and {0.cauſe mans fall, ir 
being altogether repugnant to the pu- 
Tity of the divine Eſſence; and of his 
incomprehenſible Goodneſs, either me- 
diately or immediately','ro effe& the 
leaſt evil; andthe aQt, and the ſadder 
events and conſequences of it : yet the 
Almighty might ſo dire& mans lapſe, 
as the means of glorifying his great and 
abundant goodneſs, in the ſeveral ob- 
jets .of Mercy and Juſtice , which 
were the neceſſary conſequents of his 
creation! Now God by his abſolute 
Soeadigry was not bound, and ſo 
truly obliged to hinder mans fall, or 
.indeed he might not be'able ro efteR 
it ; for he' would certainly have pre- 
{erved man in a bleſſed eſtate , if the 
creature of a free will had 'not.caſually 
Halt] L” Pres 
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prevented him, ( as is evident from 
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nable; that God {ſhould create man, as 
{hould beſt exalt the glory of his un. 
ſpeakable goodnebs : ſo'that we muſt 
duly and opiaquendy charge the 
blame of {in upon our telves ( whoſe 
r10us and degenerate iſſue it is ). 
And it cannotin the leaft be imagined, 
that the great God, whois righteoul- 
\nels itſelf, ſhould ordaja that which 
' _ -4s really defirutiveto thepurity of its 
being ; and.'to make man only tode- 
Rroy him : This were all one, and as 
- yainly abſurd, as if a:wife and skilfyl 
Architect ſhould throw down that ha- 
Rily with one hand, which he: builgs 
up with another ; or that Parents 
. ſhould be ſo prodigioully unnatural, as 
to deſixoy their tender iffue which 
_ they aye really begatren; chere.is an \ | 


innate © 
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innate principle of great compaſſion 
in every creature towards their own 
off-ſpring,.even in them that move in C 
the loweſt Orb or Sphere: af Animals ; 
and ſhall we not allow the greateſt per- 
fetion of eſſential goodneſs: to the 
Moſt High, who doesexerciſe the moſt 
fingular and tender love: and indul- 
gence to the creatures of his own.cre- 
ation ? For the' glory of the Divine 
Nature ſhines forth, and becomes moſt 
conſpicuous , in this great Epithet of 


do grant and truly gracious ( for 7 
go ' 19 the higheſt perfection . 
thereof )/ ;- Now Gods punitive Ju- _ 
ſtice s his ſtrange ac, meenly extor- 
ted from him; & fo only conſequential. | 
from the lapſe 'or fall of the creature 3 
JT and it cannot poſlibly derive: it ſelf 
from thei'nature of the great Creator :_ 
fo that thas muſtbe the Latds Motto, 
which the Emperour Ox4e-the Second; 
and all gagd ment oughe toi take, anth 
 alwayesownandvindicate, paces cum 
hominibus,; cum witiis bellgm; for the: 
Almighty's. was is made with vices,, 
and - not with. pexſans : far that; pu»: 
1 ntiſbnent does rather become his: re- 
JT figs, thay bischoice,, and his defeace 
JT againfirebellian; agd: ans affence, 
. RETE bh 2 or 
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I 48 
or defigned: hurt of his: creature ; 
ſince-nomancan charge God with'the 
evilof-ſin, there-being nothing pro- 
perly: his, but the good Juſtice of pu: 
n#hment,according to that of S: James, 
Chap, 1. ver. 13, 14, 5. Let yo man 
ſay; when he is tempted; I uni tempted of 
God; | for God'cannot be tempted of evil, 
neither ' tempreth he any man :;* but every 
maniis tempred, when he is drawn ' away 
by his own luſts, and enticed'; then laſt 
_rhen: it concetveth, brinpeth "forth ſim; 
| © and ſin when it 4s finiſhed, bringeth forth 
death. _ So that malumiculpe,and malim 
pane, were both born'topethier ; the 
evil of ſin., and that of luffering-be- - 
coming Twins,  ' Thus you ma _ 
ſee, / that the. propagation of | Gods 
Fudgements, 1s only continied in rhe 
line 'of ſin ; of which kind,” 'is abotni- 
nable pride;, and deteſtable covetouſ. 
neſs; tor boththeſe fins are really im< 
plyed ir the word Luſt, which is the 
chief root;and venanmbilicalis of both ; 
They mutually. deriving birch- and nou- 
 riſhment from it. {And indeed there 
1s ora or'evil , but'Is- _ rally ' its 
' own-ſ{courge, (all iniquay being truly 
CE pniogd for the Sint 
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own ane 1c : for _ is trul 
or rather more properly, - 
_ elf; the cxndtre IN SS. 
quently might have been gocd, had 
he not fallen from the ſtate of perſe- 
tion wherein he was created. So that 
from the - evidence of right reaſon it 
muſt be inferred, that whatſoever is 
of the true and intrinſick nature of 
good -1n man, is of God ; he neither 
menacing or inflicting the leaſt puniſh- 
ment on us (barely-as men) but as 
continuing | ſinful and diſobedient. 
.Hence the irrevocable ſentence of re- 
probation cannot be awarded: meerly 
co: mens perſons, to their bare indiv1- 
dual natures, but to their real ſinful 
-works, and viler' actions: fo that ſin 
and evil maſt truly' be attributed to 
the creature; and thus become deſtru- 
Ctiye of what s Gods 1n'us: for the 
Lord in this'war of the' creature- with 
himſelf, ſeems to a& the ' part of an 
1mpartial and juſt Moderator, fo orde- 
ring and directing the evil of fin in 
fuch a manner, as to reduce and con- 
quer the Rebel-creature by the iuſtice 
of his-divine puniſhment (if poſſible ) 
back- again unto himſelf 3 as may be 
plainly illuſtrated by that diſcraſie, or 
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male intemperies brought anto the naru. 
ral body by Fever, which by the con- . 
coction of nature, Iuffering the Pa- 
TOxy ſms,or exacerbation of fits, is com- 
, monly worn away, and lo the Creſts or 
the firſt heakhful temperament may 
in ſome meaſure be reſtored _ 
which yet is nct alwayes found fo, as 
_ tothe; eſtate of the ſoul; for God, like 
A wile Phyſician , preſcribes, and ſo 
ſends ſharper puniſhments and afflicti- 
ons, to purge out {in / as the moſt 
Proper 14emedy for the diſeaſe ) , yet 
they do.not;, work the ſame £qus] cune 
in all-: for all men are not thereby 
healed of their trapigreſfians , and io 
Tecover-a more periect ſtate, though 
forne do-makea better uſe of the ſhar- 
pelt:methods of the Lond, as of their 
aflictions, which many times become 
medicinal, which arepartakers: of the 
nature of the venemoys. Scorpion in : 
ther, for they many tunes carry anci- 
__doteand<ure againſt their own ſtings 
And WOUNGs. 7 Bob bot 51 
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C'H AP. XV. 


18, PHUS I prefume. I have 
made it evident, that Gods 
VindiQtive Juſtice 1s his: ſtrange a&; 
for the divine goodnels is {uch, that he 
alwayes pitics, where he muſt puniſh; 
as in Lam. 3. 33+ For he datf:not afflich 
willingly, nor grievethe children of men: 
He is very unwilling to ftrike,, and to 
lifr up his hand-to puniſhment: *tis nor 
his nature, buthis fole refuges ſothar 
the: divine: Juſtice becomes emergent 
from meer neceffity : - For the Al- 
. mighty could' nor pofſibly:be; and nor 
an avenger of fin ( the oppoler of his 
very being): And'now all magkind 
being thrown as low by Adam's fall,as 
miſery coult cat” them ; and being 
almoſt ſunk into its depths, and ſo 
fainting for aſpeedy relieh, and{woon- 
ing at thedreadful'rerrors.of the Law, 
which were introduc'd with- the'grea-. 
teſt ſolemnity; of horror, yetthen'God 
was pleaſed:to revive poor. languiſh- 
L 4 Ll 
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ing man again-with the comforts and 
cordials of redemption , through his 
only beloved Son. And this does 
clearly appear from the very daw- 
ning of Gods/mercy. in that firſt Go- 
fpel-Promiſe made to mankind in 
G-n.13.15. The ſeed of the noman ſhall 
break the:Serpents head. Ard gow the 
means..of grace and-mercy Mult be 
ſaught-for':arid enquired after, and 
which.muſt:be necetfarily found either 
ja the creature or the Creator ; As for 
the creature, he could:not re-enſphere 
himſelf-into:the-fame happy condition 
hedid loſe; as dome. bodies overcome 
the power-of. a:diſcaſe, by:a' g00d tem- 
perament,” and:{o obtain/perte&t health 
withourt:the acceſſion. of, any external 
cauſe or zecipe; ' Now::this was not 
poſſible in-mans' lapſed eſtate ; for bas 
ing fallen;; he muſt fatisfie. divine Ju+ 
ſtice, ceither,:by (his ative or paſhve 
_ obetfence; thats, by pertorming ſome 
duties equal and-commenſurate to his 
crirhe and guilts - which man is-in no 
capacity to; ettett ;| for.as S; Luke tells 
us, Chap." 19.710. that when we have 
aone all, we mebut unprofitable fervants : 
or elfe man muſt- expuateithe: guilt of 
his'fin by: due ſuffering (or it 3 and thar 
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muſt:be to all eterdity : for if eternity is 
an infinitely ſucceſſive, continueddura- 
tion ; then certainly;as the ſin,ſo neither 
will the puniſhment ever ceaſe : ſq that 
it unavoidably follows, that there could 
no {atisfattion' proportionable to the 
demerir of-ſ1n be made by us, but by 
the incarnation, paſſion, ' and reſurre- 
ction -of our bleſſed' Saviour, that be- 
ing: the firmation: and ſeal of all. = 
But here our «thoughts ſhould ' not |: 
carry 'roo high-a fail towards the pur- 
ſuit, or full comprehenſion of the great 
Myſterie of ' our ' Redemption ; for 
here is a gulf that ſcorns our 'fathom, 
not only as to ſearch into the perfect 
knowledge of it,:but to make a full 
diſcovery of . 'the greatneſs: of the 
mercy ; inſomuch that S. Paul was 
driven to his-s 4z86-, as in Rom.11.33. 
O the depth of the goodneſs and mercy 
of Godin Chriſt ! and 1n a rapture 

. moreof aſtoniſhment than contempla- 
tion, the Apoitle ſtyles our Redem- 
ption ,: the myſterie of his will': Bez4 
tranflates it, mn wwchewr 5% Srainjed] Gf hunt, 
facramentum voluntatis ejus, the Sacra: 
ment of his will, which you know does 
really abound with myſterie, as well as 
with the greateſt mercy. Thus you may 
e OM ealily 
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cally ſee, \that the Goſpel is not 
pay om and Empory of oy 
vine Goodaels, but likewiſe Gods Law 
of ſpiritual life preſcribed to mankind 
through Chrilt : - For | the acts. of- a 
Princes favour are granted under ſpe. 
cial Coyenants of obedience and duty, 
ia the doing of which, his Subjetts 
may claim a title to, and intereſt in his 
Royal- goodneſs and munihcence : {6 
that if the any of ſome ſpecial aQs 
enjoyned by God, do lay a mutual ob- 
ligation. on him for- his bleſſing, and 
likewiſe. on men for the doing of their | 
duty, then can ao perſon pretend any 
'Claim-to thoſe ſignal boons and benefits 
declared'in the Goſpel, but only ſuch Þ 
as' are engaged thereby, and do. per- - 
form ſuch real obedience , by: which - 
they become truly.capable of rhe pro- 
miſee-bleſſings : and we can neither in 
Law; nor in Equity" pretend, or hope 

to receive the benefit or advantage of 

a Covenant, without performing the. 
real condition. thereof. So that from 
hence- you may obſerve,.that ic is not 
trom the nature.of an abſolute and an 
unconditional. Decree, but from the 
exerciſing the duties, and abeying the 
precepts of righteouſneſs and hol oo, 
whic 
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which gives 'us the beſt afſutance of 1: 
eternal happineſs ': And now what 7. 
ſhall become of thoſe comfortable Do. 
cirines, (as fome fond Predefti. 
| narians term them ) which they have 
io greedily imbib'd, and till nouriſh, 
Thatthey ſhall be inheritors of :ever- 
laſting felicity , though they cannor 
produce the leaſt eyidenceand title to 
it ,, deriv'd fromthe integrity and 
uprightneſls of their lives and ations : 
"Tis true, ang.it muſt beas freely-con- 
teft, rhat our 'blefled Saviour did pay an 

4 infinite debt due to. Divine Juftice by 
reaſon of lin; but.it was only for fuch, 
who ſhould; return. their obedience 
 and- due gratitude -to him for the 
' lame ; and that-Þy treading: in the 

1 footſteps of his moſt holy life; giving 
the eleareſt-denianſtration of it, by 
obeying Gods divine Ordinances -en- 
joyn'd and: preſcrib'd in the Goſpel, 
 Whexein theSpirit of Grace byihis pre- 
_ cepts, bis-ipipiration andallibvaunation 
and rational direQion, does recall and 
_ . bring vs back coGod:: andehus we 
| have che greateſt and the moſt emi. 
nent advantages of Gods grace and 
bleſſings, by the due and perfect con- 
formity of»our lives to his ſacred will 
revealed 
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revealed: inrhis Word. :''So that all the 
duties that'are commanded; and which 
ChriftianReligion does point at, -and 
direts'and preſſes to, they are but 'as 
fo-many reciprocal pledges of honour 


and -homage between God and his 
creature, ' which: do equally oblige 
the. one to:confer his benefits ; and © - 
on thevother hand,” for the other to 
perform his*enjoyn'd\ duty ; | to' this 
very end, that he may become a par- 
taker of the bleſſings: and rewards ih- 
, dented for :' ſothat they-both equally 
ftand;:'and fally are! in ſuch a capaci- 
ty, as the one to convey and derive his . 
mercy; fo'the 'other -( that is man”) | 
to return "due (praiſe;!iand as ready | 
rhankſgiving for 'the fame, as a rem+ 
poral Landlord /.and his Tenants/are ' 
firmly-and jointly tied ;- as the one by 
folemncovenants '; {ſo the other; 'by 
{ervices and rents : 'and'as no:manican 
_ entitle himſelf to 'anyrenure onearth, 
2 but by ſachipeculiar patsand rents; ſo 
$-  neithercanany .man-elaim' any-right | 
I . to/an'eternal inherit#tce ,” but'by' his | 
_. duries and ſervices; confiſting' in-Go- 

| -fpel-obedience. #. T0.4.2 $4 8 SO50H 
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CHAP. XIX.”. 


7OW ' from what 1 have fo 

N plainly diſcours'd of, you may 
clearly perceive, that the DoQrine of 
Abſolute Predeftination is, altogether 
repugnant to'right reaſon, and. the ex- 
preſs- tenour of the'Goſpel': 'For God 
from the nature of his infinite Good- 
neſs, would have all men: to be 
faved, and that by rs of the 
preſcribed” helps and blefled means of 
the Goſpel, which are inthemſelves 
every way ſufficient for the ſalvation 
of all'; though it be impoſſible: that 
the Almighty ſhould, win and prevail 
upon every man, by the preaching of 
his facred Word, in the moſt convin- 
cing' and effeAual manner. ' Now the 
realon of this'is'very obvious, 1n re- 
4 of the ſeveral* incapacities .of 
ome perſons to receive, and effeQually 
to:embrace the means of grace and 
_ | falvation; as may be clearly"demon- 
* | ſtrated by the Parable of the Sower ir 
Is S. Matthew's 


19.7 


" g 4 yu if «ls a Ta” Re 2 p 5 ts _ by _ : 4 A T4. ha Prog , - l , 4s p wo 
_ hs oy TRYEF - ” = . b ' - * * "<0 - p TT - © "a 0 ” 
q « . _ , 'd% - . " : DS $e.7 4 . xx wr. 
 ; ; PEW -z 7 "ot 8. . * 
F , > ", - - =O TOR -. 
" OR -, % L - DET" 
_ wo by , x l s i 
4 Oo. -— 
ES | * 2 = 3 
Ry 6. = 
- 

i > 

. 4 _ 4 

S « 
« a 
«% 

Ma” 

4 
Po 

ow 
" 


ture bleſſed eſtate, and thatby'the ex- 
piation of that all-ſufficient Sacrifice of 
our blefſed Saviour once offered upoa 
the Croſs. Neither can it be reaſona- 
bly expected ſince the fall, that all 
| {ſhould become partakers: of; eternal 
life; for thenithe redeinprion of loſt 
mankind, had: not been a perfeX de- 
ſign of mercy, neither had4t been the 
| realeftedt Gods grace and S: 
for if all men; the moſt flagitious; 
{hould be aQtually ſaved, /this had not 
been an arguiment .of Gods: paternal 
love,” bit the meer reſult of fatal ne- 
ceſfity:: and then the horrid injuſtice 

and, barbarous: tyranpy- of thoſe: cruel 
Perſecutors-, | who.” did: rejoice, / and 
warm- their hands at the flames of the 
haly Martyrs bodies that were burnt : 
I fay-their crueky then, -hadi:been all 
one with the'undaynted- patience and 
invincible -courage of thoſe heroick 
ſufferers for-the: truth , 'and'for the 
Goſpel fake';' Nay, they needed: not 
then: to have ſo. 'valiantly: contended 
for the faith, /-that is, for the Doctrine 
of the- Goſpel once delivered to: the 
Saints. Finally, Laws themſelves then 
would become uplawtul:, and their 
cgercive power : would have —" 
"wut | Wean, 
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F- | weak, invalid _ uſeleſs: yo _ 
_—:. rp: precepts of vertue 'and holinels, 
b- Lich the- appendant- feals of the' pro- 
* miles of future bleſſings, would have 
= ' been vain, diſannulPd and-ineffeQtual: 
Y and : then the; moſt powerful diſſwa. 
i ſives from: the/'perpetration of firi 1 
with" the {harper! menaces: of: puniſh: 


would all -difappear-z and” immedi- 
” ap ately vaniſh, if the reateſt ſinner, 'as 


well as the: moſteminent Saint ſhould 
arrive-at-Heaven and''eternal gory: 
This' vain! opinion -does deſtroy the 
very foundation of all'Chriſtian Reli- 
gion:-for:take away! this encloſure; 
then the-whole: World would lye- 4n 
ZI: . common'z 'then'thepureſt: Saint; and 
JY the moſt polluted*finner, would pro- 
| miſcuouſly' herd togerher -: but''we 
muſtknow, / that though the voice” of 
| the ſacred Scripture ſpeaks generally to 
all(ſo>that the call ro mercy and falvati- 
I? ; on;isas univerſalas the deſign of it) yet 
all menwill never obey it/neither will 

they come to Chriſt; *that they may 

have life! There> will --alwayes! be 
lome-Tares'growing -in 'the midſt:of 

the Wheat; there will 'be fome-dfrofs 
incorporating. with pure';gold 3 "and 

| | there 
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there! will ſtill be fone yaregenerate;, 
as well as others truly regenerate 
perſons in this World*” Some will ſtill 
continue: out ,, as well” as others in. 
Chriſt ; which to be really in him, is 
not barely tobe initiated,” or to enter 
in by the door of Baptiſm; and ſo to 
dwell in theChurch by thefrequent re- 
petitions-of the holy Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper , becauſe thele/ ſeals of 
grace may be diretly ſet, and as 
plainly put to .a meer blarik ; but to 
be really in Chriſt, is to be grafted in« 
to him with the Cyox of divine grace, 
and tobring 'forth the plentiful fruirs 
thereof, in obedience and newneſs of 
life : *tis to be really perſwaded in con- 
ſcience, that the duty of a creature, 
{hould be a conſtant conformity with 
his Creator: ahd ?cis farther obſervable, 
that-all men being convinc*d- by the 
very Light of Nature, of their ma- 
_ nifold failings in their duty from 'a 
clear apprehenſion of © their obliqui= 
tles, Or drowia:, their itregularities 
from the rule of Gods Word : ſuch 
have endeavoured (as I partly intt- 
mated in my former diſcourſe ) to 
urge their conſciences from thetr 
ouler pollutions, and ſo i» make 
$. | M ; their 
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" conciliation with Gad, by the frequeng. 
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their atonement, and: effect their re- 


lacrifice, . and death of the CI=ature z 
fully, iofipuating; thereby, that what 
was ioflited! on the POR Beaſt, was 
properly due to,themſclyes; and that, 
35, the bleod;.oh-the ſacrifice was pou- 
red forth, ſo-.there ſhould be. as, great 
an effuſion. of theirown'for their inj- 
quities, Now you have heard before, 
that the Jews did make theſe Offerto- 
ries by the; eſpecial dictates of God 
bimſelf; forall. theſe carnal exerciſes 
were-burt. teftimonies of- their; infirmi- 
ties,, and the;moſt ſolemn and: fignifi, 
cant pledges: of the. neareſt conformi- 
ty. of their.hearts to God in his wayes; 
and ſo. conſequently, the outward afts 
were nothing, ayaalable in- the meer 
opus operat um, but 1N the efteftual aÞ- 
plication, of, them , but: only as they: 
were- concurrent with an-humble obe- 
dience ' to God. | So: that 'the Jews 
ſhould have look'd; thraugh. their Ce- 
remenies., -to that inward:purity and 
langtity-of, foul 'and ſpirit, which they 
did very clearly repreſent ; they ſhould 
have direRed, their levell-higher, and 
{o,ain'd at true righteouſhels of heart 
ang-lite. This was then; the-genersl 

fs * Religion 
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Religion of, the World, and more 

eſpecially , that of Gods peculiar peo- 

ple the Jews ; and then all mer that 

were conſcious to themſelves of their 

natural corruptions, and their aberra- 

tions from the wayes of God, the 

Lord in the abyſfle of his infinite Wiſ- 

dom, was pleaſed, by a ſpecial exer- 

tion of himſelf in Grace and Goodneſs, 

fo vindicate to himſelf a peculiar peos 

ple; and he did fo reveal himſelf to 

them by his miraculous Providence, 

as plainly to teach ſuch. exerciſes of 

that Natural Worſhipby Sacrifice , as 

Jhould afſurs them of his eſpecial fa- 

vour, tilt he himſelf would by his 1m- 

mediate preferice advance them to , 

fome higher perftetion, and into a 

oreater liberty. Notwithſtandin 

this, Gods favourite people, through 

the ſtrength of natural. pravity, and 

the ſuggeſtions of the Devil , nele- 

Cting, and fo lofing their inward obe- 

dience, and that by reſting on the dead . 

works. of bare outward performance; 

and by degrees corrupting nf feight- 

ing-thermn too, as might belt gratihe 

their inſulting appetites and. lufts , 

they did then incur the ſeverelt judge 

ments, as eyident teſtimonies of the 
M 2 Almighty's 
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weak, invalid anduſeleſs;: then all the 
purer- precepts of vertue 'and holineſs, 
with the appendant ſeals of the' pro- 
miles of future bleſſings, would have 
been vain, diſannulPd and-ineffecual : 
and | then the moſt /powerful diſſwa- 
ſives from ' the perpetration of ſin , 
with 'the {harper: menaces' of! puniſh- 
ment. ro be-inflicted-on. the criminal, 
| would all diſappear-z and immedi- + | 
"EA ately vaniſh, if the greateſt ſinner, as | 
 _ well as the:moſteminent Saint ſhould 

_ arrive at Heaven *and''eternal glory. 
This vain» opinion does deftroy the 
very foundation of all Chriſtian Reli- 
gion:-for :take away ' this encloſure, 
then the whole World would lye in 
common'z then/thepureſt Saint, and 
the moſt polluted finner, would pro- 
miſcuouſly herd rogerher -: but' we 
muſt know, that though' the voice of 
the ſacred Scripture ſpeaksgenerally to 
all(ſo»that the call ro mercy and falvati- 

; on, is as univerſal as rhe defign of it) yet 
all men will never obey it, neither will 

they come to Chriſt; "that rhey may 

have life - There” will--alwayes! be 
lome'Tares'pgrowing -in 'the midſt of 

the Wheat ; there will be fome drofs 
incorporating with pure” gold 3 5am 

there 
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there! will {till be ſome unregenerate, 
as well as others truly regenerate 
perſons in this World *' Some will ſtill 
continue out, as well' as others in. 
Chriſt; which to be really in him, is 
not barely tobe initiated,” or to enter 
in by the door of Baptiſm; and ſo to 
dwell in theChurch by the frequent re- 
petitions of the holy Sacramear of the 
| Lords Supper , becauſe thele/ feals of 
| grace may be direttly ſer, and as 
| plainly put to .a meer blarik ; but to 
be really in Chriſt, is to be grafted 1n« 
to him with the Cyox of divine grace, 
and to bring forth the plentiful fruits 
thereof, in obedience and newneſs of 
life : *tis to be really perſwaded in con- 
ſcience, that the duty of a creature, 
{hould be a conſtant conformity with 
his Creator: ahd cis farther obſervable, 
that-all men being convinc'd by the 
very Light of Nature, of their ma- 
nifold failings in their duty from a 
_ clear apprehenſion of their obliqui= 
ties, Or drouia: , their irregularities 
from the rule of Gods Word : ſuch 
have endeavoured (as I partly intt- 
| mated in my former diſcourſe ) to 
urge their conſciences from their 
ouler pollutions, and ſo i» make 
X 2a their 
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their atonement, and effect their re- 


conciliation with Gad, by the frequent. 


{acrifice, . and death. of the creature ; 
fully, infipuating, thereby, that what 
was inflicted! on the, poor Beaſt, was 
properly due to,themſelyes; and that 
a5, the bleod;.obthe ſacrifice was pou- 
red forth, ſo. there ſhould be as great 
an effuſion. of their own for their ini- 
quities. Now: you, bave heard. before, 
that the Jews did make theſe Offerto- 
ries by the. eſpecial ditates. of God 
bimſelf; for all theſe carnal: exerciſes 
were-bur. teſtimonies of- their, infirmi- 
ties, and the;moſt ſolemn and: fignifi-, 
cant pledges of the. neareſt conformi- 
ty. of their hearts to God in his wayes ; 
and ſo. conſequently, the outward atts 
were nothing, ayaalable in- the meer 
opus operaturm, but in the efteCtual ap- 
plication of. them , but: only as they 
were-concurrent with an-humble obe- 
dience to God, So that the Jews 
ſhould have look'd; thraugh their Ce- 
remonies, -td that inward:purity and 
lanQtity-of foul and ſpirit, which they 
did very clearly repreſent ; they ſhould 
have direQed, their levell higher, and 
{o,aim'd at true wi 


d, Air got heart 
and-lite. This was then; the-general 
is. * Religion 
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Natire of Gods Detrees. #6 


Religion of, the World, and more 
eſpecially , that of Gods peculiar peo- 
ple the LM - and then all men that 
were conſcious to themſelves of their 
natural corruptiotis, and their aberra- 
tions from the wayes of God, the 
Lord in the abyſſe of his infinite Wil- 


dom, was pleaſed, by a ſpecial exer- 


tion of himſelf in Grace and Gooanels, 
fo vindicate to himſelf a peculiar peo- 
ple; and he did ſo reveal himſelf to 
them by his miraculous Providence 
as plainly to teach ſuch exerciſes 0 
that Natural Worſhip by Sacrifice , as 
ſhould afurs them of his eſpecial fa- 
vour, till he himſelf would by his 1m: 
mediate prefence advance them to 
fome higher perfetion, and into a 
oreater liberty. Notwithſtanding 
this, Gods favourite people, through 
the ſtrength of natural pravity, and 


Cting, and fo lofing their inward obe- 


dience, and that by reſting on the dead - 


works. of bare outward performance; 
and by degrees corrupting andfleight- 
ing them too, as might belt gratite 
their inſulting apperites and, -lufts , 
they did then incur the ſevere judge: 
ments , as evident teſtimonies of the 

M 2 Almighty's 
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Almighty's diſpleaſure ; {o that the 
Weeds having over-run the Garden of 
the Lord, the good Seed ſeem'd to be 
Choak?*d, and ſo did become inviſible : 
and now was the fulneſs of time, that 
God was pleafed to come by his 1m- 
mediate preſence, truly to reform and 
fave all that was loſt ; for all dying in 
Adam, may be really ſaved'by Chriſt, 
who 1s the ſecond Adam : and lo a 
good Father of the Church affirms, 
Fruſtra mortuus eſt Chriſtus ſi alios vivi- 
ficare non poteſt, that 1s, in vain aid our 
bleſſed Savioxr dye, if he could not give 
perfett life to all men: and S. John 1n 
his Goſpel, Chap. 1. 29. does encou- 
rage men to behold the Lamb of God, 
 ecce agnus Dei ! hedoes not only point 
out his perſon with his finger , but he 
makes.an open declaration of what 
Chriſt hath done, that he did take, 
or bear away. the fins of the world. 
Nay, Chrift did come to reveal his {a- 
cred Will in a farther indulgence of 
his grace and goodneſs, and that b 
- inclofing more within the viſible Pale 
of the Church, by calling and bringing 
in a peculiar of the Genes and all this | 
was, that God might make them that + 
were already called; and they to be = 
kg i) | ed, 
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led, capable of his divine adminiſtra. 
tion of mercy , ( namely ) 4n the 
tranſlating them from that of grace in 
mortality, toan aflured ſtate of glory 
in immortality : and that by 1umproving 
a temporal finite, into an-eternal-infi- 
nite perfeAtion. Now all this was 
fully effeted and conſummated by the 
uniting of the Godhead to the nature 
of poor man;;. in which nature God 
did enliven and-illuminate the hu: 
mane Spirit, and that by his holy one. 
So that inthe perſon of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, the incarnate Word, he didex- 
hibir a perfe& Copy, and an exact ex- 
emplar of all the imaginable perftecti- 
ons that humane nature was truly ca- 
poo of on earth, and God did then 
cal, and give a full aſſurance to men, 
that the imitation of the blefled Je/as 
in the uprightneſs and ſanctity of their 
lives, ſhould be the moſt infallible evi- 
dence of their eternal future happineſs 
and perfection: andall this was to in- 
{pirit dull man toa lively and yigorous 
proſecution of his duty under the 
diſpenſation of the Golpel ; which 
does principally conſiſt 1n mans ear- 
neftendeavours after greaterdegrees of 
holineſs and true piety:and you know, 

M I that 
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that when the Lord madea promiſe of 


the Land of Canaay, a Land abounding 
with all variety of temporal bleffings, 
it was upon the account of their due 
obedience 'nnto him and his Laws. 
Now what was 1n the type to the Jews, 
is in the eruth to every Chriſtian, fo 
that none can aſpire and come to the 
heavenly Canaan; but they that go in 
the dire& path 'of duty' wards It; 
all which the remiſs and lazy Prede- 
tinarians do violently reje&, and as 
unreaſonably oppoſe. ' - | 
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20. 7OWw- in the next place I ſhall 
make it my. bulifeſs to engage - . 

all men (if poſſible.) -to a ſincere pta- 
ctice of their duty towards God, with 
a ſenſe of which, mankind was at firſt 
born. Our Saviour. being 'God and 
Man, and that in one perſon, when he 
did come intothe World ; he did: then 
open and enucleate the Religion of the 
Jews involy'd in Sacrifice, and o did 
(clark the Church with the! kernel 'of 

aving Truth; taken out of the ſhell of 
outward Ceremony-Performances un- 
der. the Law; and now-truly blanch't 
' from the cloſelt Elms gat error under the 
Golpel: For;both our bleſſed Saviour:& 
his Apoſtles, did conſtantly preach. and 
declare,.thatthe very foul and hte of 
thole Sacrifices , was a very zealous 
deſire, in ſorne meafure , to puniſh 
themlel 


lyes, and ſo toexpiate the wil- 

-ful diſobedience of the Sacrificers, v0 
- Obtain a\igreater ſtrength to walk Mm 
rew and exact obedience to all the 
M 4 Law 


—_— "> b * 4 fo od | 7 a i - Ny” * S-..” | —_— 7”. A ICE; 5 - 2 F 4 . ? | ' \ "I j 
. a ro <a ® ;@) : 
as. Y . 9 
y; A Diiconrie of the 
| \ 
: | w o - : : : 3d . . q , = 'Y —_ X , 
i . " _ 
C o w 4 — : ha - . a _ ww mM \ 
k . 


Law of God : therefore their bare per- 
formance of thoſe 'external Duties , 
Without true. renovation of life, was 
but really as a loathed Carcaſs without 
a Soul, that did ſtink in the noſtrills of 
the Almighty,who was notto be ſerv'd 
in the naked Letter without the Spirit, 
but bythe Jetter,, in'the/pbwet and 
-energy of the holy Spirit': So that 
theſe: carnal exerciſes were not abſ6- 
 Iutely commanded by' the Divine Pre- 
cept, as anacceptable ſervice-in them- 
— XS , bur-as evident helps of their 
-infirmities, ' whereby 'God- did by cor- 
-poral-duties inſinvate, and ſo accept of 
Apiritual: ones : - As to inſtance briefly 
in their Sacrament of Circumciſion, 
' the Lord did by that a; intimate rhe 
.mortifying atid cutting off of natu- 
Tal concupiſcence;; and ſo he did allow 
- of this pledge' of icarnal obedience, fo 
far as it WAS A xermier, or teſtimony of 
inward ſpiritual obedience, according 
'to that of 'S. Paul, Rom.2.28,/For Hes 

: 08 a Few; that is one outwardly., neither 
 -#s that circumcifion, which is outward in 
'Zhe fleſb, | &. 5 gavregg, which does open- 
1y appear in'that, but he” i 4 Jew, 

. which ts 0ne inwardly, & To) x purſe , in the 
bidden man; and circumiſion is that of 
DF" L +70 ; 0 
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the heart, in the ſpirit , and not in the 

-Jetter , whoſe praiſe and commenaation ts 

not of men, but of God. So that our 

Saviour did very. ſeverely reprove the 

DoRors of the Jews, the learned Scribe 

and the ſtarch't formal Phariſee; and 

indeed in them the whole people of 

God, who from a vain affe&ed Phari- 

fical imitation , , ambitiouſly, courted 

Papurer applauſe; they did deſire the 
ncomiums of meh, more than they 

did the-praiſe of God ;. who were truly 

critical, and very exaQ in tithing 

Mint ,*Anife and Cummin ;. ;that is, . 

were more zealous of the due obſer- 

vance of theſe lighter things of Cere- . 

mony and letter Worſhip, - weighing 

out all theſe in their own ſcales-to a 

grain 3 in the' mean time they did neg- 

TeQ& and pals by the weightier matters 

and greater durties.of the Law ; which 

were Mercy and Juſtice among men : 

However our Saviour did not {> ſharp- 

1ly-reprehend that ſo nice and curious 

exaQnels in external perſormances, but 


becauſe | the Jews did 1o hypocritically 
under this velamey, or colour. of per- 
fett obedience, leave the great funda. 
mental duties and obligations of the 
Goſpel undone; _ by. reaſon that they, 

nc oo Boi? aataLary A 


- —_* INDE 
* 


_ . . - - £ . 6 —_ - WE HOT” I - aaa is. ae L OI SPOT "Y ”m * p 5, ned Wet? 7% a " , # F 
p 4 OF , %- 4 "IA - ma. . bach = s q - _ . uw $4 7 ? «Q 
4 z = < tp - N - x Bt * — Q 4 
>. — 5 = _ P PS OAS £ : CY SY x oY 7 | 
* 3 % _" \ 
; : a o =” 
a h__ . — Y I 
- S . 
. PI « 4+ - 
p 4 ” . a ke d , . 
: - 
- " 


like 1x70, did fondly embrace a Cloud, 
they did only graſp the ſhadow of true 
Worſhip, for ſecular and worldly ad- 
vantage '; and ſo they did careleſly 
neglect, and conteman'd the very, ſub- 
ftance of Religion : For Chril tells 
them, that they made clean the meer 
fuperficies, or outſide of the Cup, and 
of the Platter , whilſt the inſide was 
full of horrible Extortion and Exceſs ; 
and that they made. long Prayers, in 
which they. did ſo largely expatiate, 
that they might poſſibly enlarge their 
ftomachs; and excite their 'keener ap- 

petites, and all that they might more 
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urely devour Widows houſes. Thus 


you ſee the people; of the Jews had 
much of ao | but lah at all 
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ty Tied OY” | ww" ' *, 
of inward. ſanQity (the great requi- 
ſite, and beſt ingredient of Chriſtiani- 
ty). Now I might, ſhew you more 


at large, that the Jews were 


uilty of 

. all manner. of LORUrh = _ the 
orofſeft and foule oflurions; ſothat 

now 1t 'was high ume, or indeed the 

proper fulnefs of time, for the Mifſion 
of Chrift, the Eternal.;Son of God, into 
the World, and, the neceſſary; ating 
by him ; the great deſign of all, was 
to. remove the abuſed Worſhip and 
. yer- 
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Service of God, 'and ſo to introduce 

and eſtabliſh a more refin'd and ſpiri- 
eval one inthe room of ir; and to put 
an end to the Law ; and that: not by 
a total abolifhing, but by a perfeCt ad- 
impletion of it, in the ſublimated Pre- 
cepts, and purer Prattice of our bleſ. 
{ed Saviour 3 for that was” the: {ſignal 
end of his coming here on Earth, to 
confirm the love of God in the, hearts 
of all his people, and that in reſpect of 
their duty ; as'mn_ Titus 2.14. Who 
came, aud did 'erve himfelf for us , that 
he mioht redeem us from all iniquity, and 
rifle to himfelf a peculiar people , 284+ 
/1u6 of good 'morks; nd ors to 
| eternal glory 3 though ſome now a- 
dayes have toundiout a new'way, and 
a'ready method, by the ſupparcot ſome 
deſtructive” -ablolute Predeftinarian 
prineiples, to reconcile the molt /vicious 
prattices on earth; waeh a'certaln ex- 
pedttation of Heaven and Happinels at 
| laſt, But to proceed, the Fews , and 
eſpecially their! chief DoRors , the 
= h AER m—_ Gor ey ws | 
1ze f6 Muc a the ſhin 
| ws of the dabward Temple of God, 
that they conld not fee in it the 1n- 
| ward Temple of the Holy Ghoſt 3 —_ 
| | | IKC 
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like-the' Crafts-men of .Diaza, they 
made fuch huge advantages by Sacrj- 
fices,” and ſo raiſed tuch vaſt Banks of 
wealth, that they would not endure to 
hear of that grand DoQtrine of the 
Communion of Saints, 1n the mutual 
ſupport-of one another. They were 
impatient of a diſcourſe that runs, that 
catenscharitatis was vinculum univer (i, 
that is, - T hat this chain of reciprocal love 
was the firmeſt band: of perfection, ( tho? 
they might 4n ſome meaſure read this 
duty, -and as ſoon ſee it to be legible in 
the very Book of Nature). So that 
when our Saviour more. powerfully 
prefſed/the Jews to a diffuſive Chari- 
ty, they thendid tax, not only the Do- 
rine;:.but Chriſt himſelf, as a great 
Innovator, and they did not ſeek to in- 
form themſelves of, 'or 'refarm them- 
ſelves by this Rule ; - but ( it poſſible ) 
to entrapour Saviour in his preaching 
on this ſo- important a ſubje&t; ſo that, 
in fine, their | Spa malice did grow 
to that, height of malignity, as to de- 
| ſtroy for the; Temples lake, the very 

God of the' Temple | himſelt. Now 
qur Lord: by his eternal Preſcience, 
fore-knowing and fore-ſeeing this; yer 
to confirm his Diſciples, and with 


them, 
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them, all people 1n the way of obedi- 
ence, in the real truth of this his ſpi- 
ritual ſervice; he did, I ay, forall that 
would by Gods elpecial Grace embrace 
it, eſtabliſh a moſt ſignificant emblem, 
clearly INE the genuine mean- 
ing of Circumciſion under the Goſpel, 
by a plain waſhing with water , that 
being the cleareſt ſign of purity, and 
which was an initiation by the holy 
Spirit concurring with the outward 
Elements, to and by an inward ſanQi- 
fying Grace ; which ſhould dire and 
corroborate them and others in a ſpi- 
ritual life in the Sacrament of holy 
Baptiſm ; and then the Son of God per- 
ceiving he ſhould be facrificed to his 
Father, by the cruel malice of the Jews, 
he did firthir: as a Prophet and a 
Prieſt, even ſacrifice himſelf for thoſe 
who ſhould be heirs of eternal fſalvati- 
on by him; and he did the very night 
before he ſuffered, conſecrate and 
make uſe of the Elements of Bread 
and Wine, which were the moſt per- 
ſpicuous emblem of their Carnal Sa- 
crament, I mean the Jewiſb Paſſeover, 
which was inſtituted under the Law, 
as a Memoir of their freedom from 
temporal bondage ; and Chriſt didap- 
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point this' Sacrament onder the Go- 
{pet, to be a real declaration of otir 
piritual deliverance, and the recovety 
of our liberty fro the vileft ſervitude 
of fin and corruption. Now the ouit- 
ward Sign our Saviour bleſſed, and fo 
he brake it, and did give it to his Difei- 
ples, and with them, to all the Church, 
as an infallible pledge of that fal- 
vation they ſhould certainly receive, 
who were and. did become confor- 
mable to that fpiricual life, which 
he did ftill teach by his DoQrine, 
and which he ratified by his own 
exemplary PraCQtice, anddid fully con- 
firm, by no Teſs than antecedent My 
racles, and conſequent ones after his 
death. Now to come cloſer to my 
' propoledTheſ;s; So that briefly rhen,to 
bein Chrift »omine and re, by appella- 
tion and eſfence, is Firſt, To be admit- 
ted by Baptiſm, fluminis & flaminis, of 
Water "and of the Spirit, ( that being an 
outward Elertient of internal Grace / 
into this of Chriſts ſpiritual life; And 
thus to teel baptiſma flaminis, a ſtrong 
and mighty prevailing,power' of Gods 
Spirit continually; ſirugling with our 
innate corruptions and. evil ſuggeſti- 
ons ; and 16 gradually getting the up- 
per 
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per hand, and that by conquering the. 
torce and power of fin. Now for the 
ſtrengthening and nouriſhing of this 
| wondertul power of the Holy Spirit of 
Grace, there muſt be ſuperadded a fre- 
quent earneſt deſire of, and ſo recei- 
ving this aliment of Grace in; the holy 
Sacrament, which will {till keep and 
preſerve us in the conſtant commu- 
nion of Saints ; that is, in a firm union 
with Chriſt, and with. one another in 
love; in which is principally ſeated the 
real life of true and ſaving Grace : 
Now ſome indeed have nothing to 
ſhew: that they are Chriſts Souldiers, 
but only the Colours of the Sacra- 
ment, of him who. is the Captain of 
our ſalvation. Now Ipreſume-tocall 
them' Colours, becauſe ſuch-meer Pro- 
feſſors have only the accidents, and 
not: the ſubſtance- of the Sacrament : 
the truc Chriſtian ſhewing torth the 
life of Chriſt, by the fruits of ſaving 
| faith, and real ſanticy ; the other, 
|. only bearing the. leaves of a formal 
profeſſion of Chriſt and: his Dod@rine, 
who yet will allow of the Goſpel, but 
will-not perform the duties-enjoyn'd, 
conſiſting in- Evangelical Holinels ; 
| {foithat- it ist0/ be; feared, that ps 
| ® 
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of that encouraging and gta 
voice, Come ve bleſſed, Tuch: men will 


hear the ſadder denunciarfon and final 
ſentence, Go ye curſed ; that 15, they 


that'were the moſt ſolemnly avowed 


Profeſſors of Chriſt, notwithſtandifig 


_ their moſt importunate 1nvocationhs of 
him,” and that with the repeated and 
muleiplyed ingemination of our Savi- 
ours bleſſed Savioers Name and' Title 
Lord, Lord ; though they did there- 
by ' make a tacit confeſſion of Chriſts 
Soveraignty and Infinite Power. Now 
all theſs were but the faint Echoes , 
and the various ſounds of an empty 
profeſſion; - and they will fignihe no- 
thing,nor become any way available to 
ſuch, 'who do not prattiſe thoſe Chri- 
{tian duties our Saviour commands and 
enjoyns in rhe Goſpel. For the Wed- 
ding Garment ,'by which God 1s ſaid 
to know and diſtinguiſh them who are 
his, muſt be underſtood of the inward 
fanQity and: indument of the heart : 
It does not conſiſt in the external garb 
or habit., but in that of the inward 
man; which does plainly diſcover it 
Rf in the uprightneſs and integrity of 
our converſations, From theſe fo 
large'and ample premifes, you may 
| eaſily 
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eaſily colleQ, and as quickly ſee, that 
I have . now demonſtrated an abſolute 
neceſſity of true- obedience in a conti. 
mucd line. of duty and ſervice of God 
from, the firſt Adam, which.runs ex- 
aRﬀly .gven to: the time: of Chriſt, the 
Jecond Adam: For the fad Fall of Man 
was foreſeef [in Gods Preſcience *7-' i 
rg 3 7 4a in hiseternal Pro. | 
vidence, -which was tor the glorifying - 
his Goodneſs, ia the exaltation of the 7 
{ſame in Metcy and Juſtice; all which 
muſt be effeed -by bringing Man to 2 
life of Grace and true Obedience, and 
conſequently ſo toi ftate of everlaſting 
glory ; theeffeftual means of which, 
being-/the embracing, the true Religi- 
on, which is evidently declared in the 
Goſpel, atidas fully eſtabliſhed by the 
coming of our Saviour , and his moſt 
Divine Prattices, when he entered on 
che ſtage of the World : Therefore 
none ſhould preſume, either out of a 
vairi- opinion of the certainty of their 
futtire bleſſed eſtate , or from ar! un- 
happy FaQtion, or from ſome falſe and 
large ahd looſe Predeſtinarian Tenets, 
ta. conitemn the conſtant uſe: of Means; 
and che great  adyantages of Gods. 
Grace, in the right annration ot 
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his ſacred Word and Sacraments ; for 
by theſe, as by certain ſigns and infal- 
lible: evidences, the Almighty hath 
joytd and married our Chriſtian du- 
ties, and the bleſſed rewards thereof, 
together , and that. in an indifloluble 
union: The undoubted truth whereof, 
is fully proclaimed in Holy Writ: if 
Elias had refuſed to have {mote the 
Waters of Jordan with his Mantle, as in 
2 Kings 2.8.1 verily believe, that Gods 
Spirit would not have divided the Wa- 
ters aſunder to giye him and Elſbs | 
paſſage, ſo as the Text ſayes, to go on 
plain and ary ground. Newther would 
Naaman have ever been cured of his {| 
Leproſie, had he negleCted to wafh in 
the River of Jordan: 'or if he had dilo. | 
beyed the ſtrict InjunQtions of the Pro- | 
phet, fo waſh, and: that ſever times in 
that River. Thus you ſee, here is 
an evident confirmarion of this truth, 
That we muſt make a diligent uſe of 
Divine Means, if ever we expect to 
be made capable of the blefſed effects 
- thereof: And we have a clear inſtance 
to back this, in that of Joeſþ King of 
Iſrael, 2 Kyjngs 13. 18. there you read, 
'that the Almighty did give a Victory 
to this King over the Aſſyrians , but 
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oaſb having not a quick 'atid coura i 
| Ur hot 5 enicſ Gods Grace, nl 
his Vitory, over his Enemies; where: 
fore becauſe he did firiite the ground 
but three or four times (he being ther 
as careleſs of the Blefling, as he wasof 
the Command ) whereas 'out of a 
ſtrong faith that he ſhould fight the 
Lord of Hoſts his Battle victoriouſly, he 
ſhould manfullyhave ſtruck the ground 
ſix or ſeven. times, as the: good .Pro- 
phet E!;ſha told and adviſed him. Now 
this was the peculiar reaſon why the 
bleſſing was leſſened and abridged, 
and contracted into a narrower com- 
paſs; inſomuch, thaf fron Hence, it is 
clearly evinced ; That they that ate 
within the Covenants of Gods Grace 
| - and Mercy, negleQting, and as ſcorn- 
fully rejecting the right uſe of the 
eans thereof , their wilful diſobedi- 
ence is att infallible note, and true ſign, 
as well to themſelves, as to others, that 
they ſhall never have-any. portion, or 
any real benefit by Chriſt ; any the 
leaſt advantage by his death and ſut- 
ferings : So that it is only our obedi- 
ent hearts and holy lives, which ren- 
der us partakers of eternal bleſſings 
by the redemption of our Saviour: and 
N22 
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therefore God does expreſs, his moſt ar- 
dent delires to the falyation . of men, 
and that by making uſe of the greateſt 
incentives to their duty ;- and ſo toim- 
prove them 1n the great advantages, 
and effeQtual means of Gods Grace in 
this ſtate of life, and all in order toan 
exalted condition 1n future glory. 
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CH AP. XXL 


Shall now readily deſcend to con- 
firm you in a full belief of the-in- 
finite: Love of God to ſinful Man , 
which is truly inconſiſtent with the 
nature of Abſolute Decrees, which in- 
deed is more pathetical than any lan- 
guage can be ; the higheſt ſtrains of 
expreſſion cannot reach it ; view bur 
the Scripture , where the Mercy and 
| Goodneſs of, God is very legible and 
rſpicuousxayet the Penmen thereof, 
eem to be at a loſs in the very 
manner of declaring the Almighties 
Goodneſs , in the withholding of his 
Judgemeats, as in Hof. 11. 8. Howſball 
I give thee up Ephraim? How ſhall I 
deliver thee Iſrael ? How ſhall I make 
thee as Admah? How ſhall T ſet thee as 
Zeboim ? My heart is turned within me, 
my repentings are kindled together. 
Here the Prophets deep-fetcht love 
| _ contraQshis 1anguage, and his. words 
| languiſhinrofighs. With-what great 
| Telentings,, | with what paſſionate 
N 3 regget, 
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factor. Now what Arguments of 


» - of 4 
bs 


4 Diſcoiaſe of the 


regret, and deep reſentments of grief, 
does the Lord think to execute his 


Judgements on a diſobedient people ? 


SO that like a compaſſionate Judge , 
he ſeems to- puniſh himſelf with 
pungent ſorrow, when he is to de- 
clure,” and' pats ſentence on a Malefa- 


tender love , does the Lord uſe all 
along if the Scriptures ? * What fo- 
lemn indearments of kindneſs are 
there inthe ſame? and all to perſwade 
men to'their duty, and ſo to embrace 
their own eternal happineſs. To pu- 
niſh poor man,' goes even to Gods ve- 
ry heart ; 1t pierces him with the ex- 
rremity and ſharpneſs of 'grief and 
forrow. The' Almighty 'does' ſeem 
to fit down and conſider, and gently 
deliberate, ſo that he goes by a certain 
Climax, by gh. as Judgement, /e- 
to gradu, 1n'a flow pace, and fRtep by 
ſtep: The Lord is ſo unwilling to 1n- 
fict® his puniſhment , that his very 
bowels are moved ; andſo ſhew fort 

his averſneſs to it; arid that by zurni»g 
within him. Nay, his bowels rile up, 
and {tem to intercede, that the Divine 


indignation for fin miglit Klllow, and 


thar allmightrun in the'ctiannel of his 
| Tr. 07 HT”  HUWNe 


# +» Duns oY 
” % ©  ” 4 


hs 
oe - 7 Pp 

- " \ 
+2. £5 LR gt 


en _ , "2 eg —T_ = PPE , 5 _ os Wa EO TY" "ug FYe. " _" . G hs > ” n —_ " "2 FORO Sx" FEE Dk by "I # , s, | Fd , 
p * 4 D E Hg -& - Rent Y ' | 5 © lh 72. E » Y B bv ” ad ; 
” » ; = , - 
Nature 0 Gods D Ceres ; 
” | 3 
?, ; þ 


Tnfinite Goodneſs and Mercy. Indeed 
there is ſcarce any Metaphor either in 
Scripture, or 1n Nature to be found, 
that can ſufficiently illuftrate the Al- 
mighty's unſpeakable Br on to 
mankind. Now if God did not really 
delign the ſalvation of men, what 
need he uſe thoſe ſweet {trains of Rhe- 
rorick, and ſuchcharming perſwaſtions 
for men to be happy ? and that in 
chooſing life, rather than death ; as the 
Prophet does expoſtulare the caſe with 
the I/raclites, in the moſt compaſſio- 
nate ſtyle towards them ; nay, with a 
leeming kind of indignation he urges 
| it, Why will ye dye, O houſe of Iſrael ? 


| as in Ezek. 18.31, 32. And he does 
inforce all with a moft convincing rea- |; 
ſon; for I have no pleaſure in the death -2 
of him that ayeth, ſaith the Lord God: . 
wherefore turn your ſelves and live. 
| Certainly the Lord would not uſetheſe 
{weet and obliging methods, and pious 
artifices, to rake poor Mortals with 
guile, and to inviegle them with the 
real opinion 'of | his exceeding great 
willingneſs to fave mankind, it he had 

. paſs'd and ſeald a firm Decree 1n his 
eternal Councils to the contrary, that 
men ſhall neyer be made partakers of 
N 4 EVEr> 
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This Dodrine 
is altogether inconſiſtent with his In- 
comprehenſible Wiſdam and Divine 
Goodneſs : ſo that to'admit of this, 
would: be a piece of the higheſt blaſ- 
phemy ; it would be to make the great 
Creator, become. as vile and as trea- 
cherous: as a creature ;- to reſemble 
{omewhat of the Hyezz, who ſeems to 
have the voice of a Man; for ſhe coun- 
terfejts the greateſt humanity, aſſumes 


everlaſting happine. 


- the moſt compaſſionate tendernels, and 


alt to make a prey of ſuch Travellers 
as come near her. Now to allow of 
this DoCtrine of Irreſiſtible Decrees, is 
to make the Almighty ſubje& to the 
molt ſervile arts of flattery, to court 
men 1nto a belief, and to complement 
men into an opinion of his readineſs 
toadvance men into a ſtate of ſalvation; 
(lo thar if we grant 'the' Hypotheſis 
of Ablolute Predeſtination, ' then the 
quite Contrary 1s really intended). Now 
Turcly God did not deſign to ſport him- 
ſelf with our ruine, and to make pa- 
{time with our deſtruction, and to 
excite in us the; moſt ardent deſires of 
Heaven and happineſs, which he never 
01d intend to fatisfie. This would be 
the viſible effeQAr of guile in God, _ 
; v CEC : O 
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of meer folly in man, to ſeek the Lords 


face in the way of Chriſtian praftice, 


when'tis all invain: he hath expreſly 
declar'd the contrary ; as1n 1/2. 45. 19. 
1 have not ſpoken it in ſecret, nor from 
the intention of my ſecret will, neither 
in the dark places of the earth : T ſaid 
nof to Facob, ſeek ye my face in vain. 
So that the Lord does not uſe any in- 
ſidious. arts to efſnare us into miſery 
and ruine : For his divine Promiles of 
Mercy in Chriſt, are Tea avd Amen: 
they are as unchangeable as his very 


Being. There is nothing of deceit does 


lye diſguis'd or conceal'd under them. 
Gods truth is himſelf; and his Veraci- 
ty is as infallibleas his Eſſences Heis 


not as man; he neither does, nor poſ- 


fibly can, under any pretext whatſo» 
ever deceive us: All his Charms are 
real Mercies ; » and every Promiſe, an 
alſured inducement 'to happineſs, and 
a ready attraQtive to an enſuing good. 
Thus you may plainly ſee, that Gods 
Promiſes of his bleſſings are neither 
falſe, or any way fraudulent : They 
are not big and fair in the bud and 
bloſſom only in hope, and afterwards 
wither, and dye into a meer nothing 
of performance; neither does the fulk 

current 
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regret, and deep reſentments of grief, 
does the Lord think to execute his 
Judgements on a diſobedient peo le? 
So that like a compaſſionate Judge , 
he ſeems -to- puliſh himſelf with 
pungent ſorrow, when he is to de- 
clure,”and' pats ſentence on a Malefa- 


factor. ' Now what Arpuments of 


tender love , does the Lord uſe all 
long ini the Scriptures ? ' What ſo: 
Jemn indearments of kindneſs are 
there inthe ſame? and all to perſwade 
men totheir duty, and ſo to embrace 


_ their own eternal happineſs. To pu- 


niſh poor man,' goes even to Gods ve-.. 

ty heart ; it pierces him with the ex- 
rremity and "ſharpneſs of 'grief and 
forrow. The' Almighty "does' ſeem 
to fit "down and conſider, atid gently 
deliberate,” ſo thathe goes by a certain 
Climax, by CR to Judgement, /c- 
rogradu, 1nh'\a How Pace, and Rtep by 


ſtep: The Lord is 


0 'unwilling fo in- 


- * his*puniſhment ;- that YC 


wels are moved; andſo ſhew forth 
his averſneſs to'it; aid that by rurning 
within him. Nay, his bowels riſe up, 
and ſeem tointercede, that the Divine 


indignation for: fin migtit Flllow, and 


tha 


ar allmightrun in thechannel of his - 
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T Nature of Gods: Decrees. #83 


Tnfinite Goodneſs and Mercy. Indeed 

there is ſcarce any Metaphor either in 

Scripture, or in Nature. to be found, 

that can ſufficiently illuſtrate the Al- 

mighty's unſpeakable compaſſion to 
mankind. Now if God did not really 
deſign the ſalvation of men, what 
need he uſe thoſe ſweet ſtrains of Rhe- 
rorick, and ſuchcharming perſwaſions 
for men to be happy ? and that in 
chooſing life, rather than death ; as the 

Prophet does expoſtulare the caſe with 

the I/raelites, in the moſt compaſſo- 

nate ſtyle towards them ; nay, with a 

leeming kind: of indignation he urges 

it, Why will ye dye, O houſe of Iſrael ? 
as in Ezek. 18.31, 32. And he does 
inforce all with a moft convincing rea- 

ſon; for I have no pleaſure in the death E- 

of him that ayeth, ſaith the Lord God: | 

wherefore turn your ſelves and tive. 

; Certainly the Lord would not uſetheſe 
{weet and obliging methods, and pious 
artifices, to rake poor Mortals with 
ouile, and to inviegle them with the 
real opinion 'of | his exceeding great 
willingneſs to fave mankind, it he had 
paſs'd and ſeaPd a firm Decree in his 
eternal Councils to the contrary, that 
men ſhall never be made partakers of 
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_ everlaſtinghappineſs.: This DoGrine 
is altogether inconſiſtent with his In- 
comprehenſible Wiſdam and Divine 
Goodneſs : ſo that to'admit of this, 
would” be a piece of the higheſt blaſ- 
phemy ; it would be to make the great 
Creator, become. as vile and as trea- 
cherous: as a creature ; | to reſemble 
ſomewhat of the Hy.exa, who ſeems ta 
-., . _ tHave the yoiceof a Man; for ſhe coun- 
4  txerſexts the greateſt humanity, aſſumes 
- the moſt compaſſionate tenderneſs, and 
alt to make a prey of ſuch Travellers 
as come near her. Now to allow of 
this Dottrine of Irreſiſtible Decrees, is 
to make the DOR ſubject to the 
molt Tervile arts of flattery, to court 
men 1nto a belief, and tocomplement 
men into an opinion of his readineſs 
toadvance men into a ſtate of ſalvation; 
(lo thar if we grant 'the' Hypotheſis 
of Abſolute Predeſtination, ' then the 
Hue contrary 1s really intended). Now 
$ . Jurely God did not defign to ſport him- 
E- - ſelf -with our ruine, and to make pa- 
= {time with our 'deſtruQtion, and to 
excite 1n us rhe; moſt ardent deſires of 
Heaven and happineſs, which he never 
01d intend to fatisfie, This would be 
the viſible effe&' of guile in God, w 
Z 0 | | ak | O 
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of meer folly in man, . to ſeek the Lords 
face in the way of Chriftian praftice, 
when tis all invain; he hath expreſly 
declar'd the contrary ; as in 1/a. 45. 19. 
1 have not ſpoken it in ſecret, nor from 
the intention of my ſecret will, neither 
in the dark places of the earth ; IT ſaid 
not - to Facob, ſeek ye my face in vai. 
So that the Lord does not uſe any in- 
_ ſidious. arts to efſnare us into miſery 
and ruine ; For hisdivine Promiſes of 
Mercy in Chriſt, are Tea avd Amen: 
they are as unchangeable as his very 
Being. There is nothing of deceit does 
lye diſguis'd or conceal'd under them. 
Gods truth is himſelf'; and his Veraci- 
' ty is as infallibleas his Efſences Heis 
not. as man; he neither does, nor poſ- 
fibly can, under oy pretext whatſo« 
ever deceive us: All his Charms are 
real Mercies ; | and every Promiſe, an 
aſſured inducement 'to happineſs, and 
a ready attraCtive to an enſuing good. 
Thus you may -plainly ſee, that Gods 
Promiſes of his bleſſings are neither 
falſe, or. any way fraudulent : They 
are' not big and fair in the bud and 
bloſſom only -in hope, and afterwards 
wither, and dye into a meer nothing 
of performance; neither does the full 
current 


wa 


Þ- . A v2 
. 


%. 


_ el x I b' P x X 4 K a p Gy $a Ry _ — be... A 6b 164; E. = l p bs RT Fe _- a - < o - , MN " . Py 
. . —_ = -—artiet? p 6 , | 
” _ 5 of wh # os 4 ww - » - - F o 5 0 F+ wy 
> T _ p \ 4 p; 
> ; = a ->Y p 
0 "S70Y 3 o , _- U 
F 4 | LE 3 
A o . a *. # 
4 : ha F L | | 
n . k Þ | ; : i 
T | 4 | 4 
0 


current of Gods promiſed Mercies and 


Benefits fall down right, and ſo ebb. 


into a'privation of enjoyment. No; 
we bui'd our expectations of future 
happineſs upon a Rock, on Chriſt 


Himſelf, the ſure foundation of all 


Gods Promiſes ; as 1n 2 Coy. 1.20, for 
all the Promiſes of God iz: him are Tea, 
and in hin, Amen, unto the plory of God. 
Now upon this account we {hould an- 
ſwer the great end of the largeſſes of 
Gods promiſed favours, which S. Paul 
does encourage, and as earneſtly dire 
us to, aS1n 2 Cor. 7. 1. Having therefore 
Rl as , dearly. beloved, let us 


f 
cleanſe onr ſelves from all filthineſs of 
the- fleſh and ſpirit, perfetting holineſs 
1n' the fear of God. So that the ſacred 
Word of God you ſee, and his gracious 
Promiſes of Mercy and -Pardon, and 
that co all 'men, they' neither admit of, 
neither are they conſiſtent with either 
fraud, or the leaſt falſehood ; neither 
can they be arraigned for any impo- 
ſture: © Neither Laſtly, Do they carry 
any colourable. deſign or project of 
impoſing on any man; ſince God is 
exceeding willing that all men ſhould 
be ſaved, and who hatha real inclina- 
tion thereunto. - For Gods nature is 
"TÞ901 | perfect 
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perfe&t Goodnels; tis a ſtranger to 
Cruelty, and it hath no affinity with 
ſevetity and: rigour. Plutarch rela: 
ting the horrible cruelty of the Hea., 
thens , * who to appeaſe their angry 
Deities, | did ſacrifice to them 
Men''arid Women 3 whereupon he 
plainly affirms, ' T hat it had been far bet- 
ter with Diagoras and Protagoras, and 
their followef's , ta deny the Being of a 
God, than that he ſhould delight in the 
blood of men, in ſuch diſmal tragical aits 
and butcheries. Certainly, it were as 
well to difallow the very. Being of a 
God, as to entertain the leaſt belief, 
that-he takes pleaſure'in the death and 
deſtruttion of his creature: Now as | 
the Almighty cannot but be, and exiſt, / 
ſo he-cannot. poſſibly be conceived to 
exerciſe the leaſt Cruelty towards his 
off-ſpring, on whom he hath at firſt 
conflri's a being; and whohath fully 
declared in his Word, that he as ear- 
neftly deſires and wills their eternal 
well-being : Why ſhould: then ſome 
bold Predeſtinariahs eſpouſe' this un- 
reaſonable Opinion, That Gods ſecret 
Will, and Jus revealed one, arereally 
inconliſtent, meerly 4x/=z7e, ſuch men 
making the one to wage war with the 
Wor: : © oo  < 8 ons 
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other; and fo they do ſet his Decrees + 
and/Commands (theſe being but the 
legible Tranſcripts of the other) at 
_=_ defiance. For we can never re-: 
ally-imagine, that the great God does 
diner ſpeak or enjoyn, what he does 
not really mean , and as fully intend 
ſhould be performed : the Scripture 
ſhews, -and plainly points out what 
God- requires of 'us'; it doth fully 
evince the reaſonableneſs of the Divine 
Commands 3 and it does evidently de- 
monſtrate the great agreeablenelſs and 
perfe&t correſpondence his facred' In- 
junQtions:have with our rational ' na- 
tures; and God hath enforc'd all with . 
the afſurance of his gracious Promiſe, 
that we ſhall infallibly reap the bene. 
fit of- well doing, 'if we faint not. --'So 
A that our hearts ſhould not ſink: under 
-. our burdens, ſince we have Gods cor- 
dial Promiſes of his Grace and Mercy 
to enliven and quicken us; as in Mas. 
11.'18. Come unto me all ye that labour 
6 under the*prefſure of your fins, \a»d 
X . are heavy laden, and [ will-pive you veſt. 
A ' So that weſhould not amidſt ſuch imm- 
; . . portunate 1invitations'to life, and' the 
ouder calls of Gods Mercies, make at 
laſt anunhappy choice of death. And 
now 
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3 now Idare appeal to the breaſt or be- 
1. lief of any ſober perſon, whether there 
| can be any Indictment er Accuſation 

drawn up, and exhibited againſt them, 

who cannot be properly ſaid to be guil- 
ty,or worthy of the leaſt blame, which 
hey cannot poſſibly avoid, as being 
truly neceſſitated thereunto, and that 
by a fatal Decree. If a Maſter {hould RO 

be ſo ſevere, to require as much work "3 

of his ſervant, when his hands are : 

faſt tyed, as when he is at liberty, cer- 

tainly this muſt argue an unheard of 

Cruelty, joyn'd with the greateſt Seve- 

rity : This js as unreaſonably to exaQ, 

as Pharaoh did of the poor 1/7 aelztes, 
their.conftant number of Bricks, when 
he denyed them Straw, the due Mate- 
rials for it. Hence Mr. Calvin is 
pleas'd to confeſs, that this is zerrib;/e 
decretum , as being preſented to the 

World with a face of terror, or indeed 

"is rather cruentum decretum, a moſt 

bloody. Decree ; as if Gods: Laws, as 

Dracs's, muſt be writ, and become le- 

gble in charaQters of blood and rife. 

And now at laſt, that this fore-menti- 

oned Author .in his third Book. of his 
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mighty did fore-know ill this , becau fe he 
had ſo ordained it by a poſitive Decree * 
as though his Decree were the cauſe of 
the” Divine Preſcience , which muſt 
needs be in nature theantecedene; 'and 
ſo his Decree become the conſequerit 
of it : For the Divine Determinations 
do really and neceſſarily preſuppoſe 


the” Lords fore-knowledpe thereof. 
Yet here the Gezeva Dottor does ſcent. 
to bring a Salvo in the fore-quored 
Books and place" of his"; for he ex- 
{0 Lo EORSOLU T1 an 2.2 4 gi ST EIT 

preſly Jay es, We ſouls not be aſbathed 
to be ionorant of ſome. of the nature of 
divine Predeſtination; which I really 
perſwade iny ſelf he was altopether of. 
Euſebius fully declares to .us in his fe; 
cond Book againſt S«belius the Here- 
tick; That # is an argument of great 
ſloth and idlentſs, not to ſeek into theſe 
things, mhereof we* may juſtly make in- 
q#iry. So or the other hand, it is a 
piece: of great inſolence, to be too iti. 
quiſitive_itito other more myſteriotis 
truths, ; "all which ſhould deter the 
moſt curious perſons to make too larpe 
excurſions; face we have ſet and fxt 
bounds t6. our knowledge, So that 
-we muſt net break-into the Mount. of 
God ; as in Den.29. 29. where Mos 
2 tells 
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tells us, that ſecret things belong to the 
Lord our God, but thoſe things that are 
revealed, belong unto 1s and our children 
for ever, tothis very end that we may 
do all the words of his Law. . Now 
when the Scripture ſpeaks of ſuch 
things, as Godwould not have.men to 
pry-into ; it wraps. them up. in night 
and cloud :: But here we have. a clear 
light of this"truth ;| we have all the 
imaginable. evidences of Gads mercies 
to: repenting - ſinners ſhining in the 


Goſpel ; - and God hath given us the 
' .moſt real and comprehenſive dilcove- 
| ry-of his Goodneſs to all, in; that he 
would have all men to be ſaved; . and 
certainly our finite conceptions fall far 
ſhore of the infinite mercy deſigned, 
-and as freely: tendered 1n Gods ſacred 
Word to the whole race of Mankind : 
And'though we cannot by the Clue of 
Natural Realon/ unwind all. the. intri- 
cacies of Divine Providence 1n order to 
the eterxnalſalvation of men: .yet it 1s 
an egregious piece of weakneſs obſti- 
'nately to reje&t all ſuch Divine Truths 
which we cannot fully comprehend : 
'yet; ſome will conhdently . pretend , 
that they can arrive to a clear under- 
ftanding of the: Dofrine of Abſolute 
ith . BleQiion ; 


Eleftion-; \ which is indeed far more; 7 
than the contrary . aſſer. * 
» For how can God execute his 


fierce wrath on thoſe , 'who- have no: 

way provoked hinvts' it by any a&tual * 

| NY Co as $06: Supralapſarians fondly 
| rg congernn | 


ute wilfulneſs of & Tyrant,” rather 
the” lawful-ſentence of an i 
? ual :, who'does' not at by the 
4 : O 2ative of his Power, -but as . 
E. it 11 is attended withiGoodneſs and Equi- 
ty." And ſhall-men then make God, 
Tho 1s the Father -of Mercies and of + 

To pig become as cruel | 


hey avis 
3 as donie eine © wil. ” or: oy nol deſerves. 
"Mp that puniſhment: :The Lyon (tho? 
"I enrag' with hunger Y would not :de- . 
"ard would -fuch © 
Lord to ſhew his _ 
| as Saul did his 
: Aft of naked 
may morally good! or 

'evit of thatnilo ; but they: truly 
b ſoby' their due corcomiitants!; 
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Juſtice and Mercy, other wiſe the. ex- 


be Wor are. pleaſed 


1gnty , . NOt. a3 
r, Farher, but 
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ly | 
$s made-men to deſtr 
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- tude, when he ſhall be faſter bound, 
and that band and foot, and fo caſt 
into eternal torments? Certainly theſe 
yery men would not give their ready 
aſſent toſach a monſtrous Opinion, if 
they did perſwadethemſelves that they 
were of 'the'/gumber of them. on 
whom. God had paſgd ſuch a ſevere 
ſentence:” For if he ſhould reveal to 
this ſort of men, that he hath made 
any preterition | of them by an abſo- 
lute Decree of Reprobation, and all 
| to exalt the greatneſs-of his Power; 
T am induCd to believe”, that theſe 
Dreamers 1n- their own ' particular 
judgements, would not 'be very well 
Pleaſed 'with it, whenawakened with 
the dread'and horror of it. For, Why 
Thould God hold forth "the Sceprer of 
his Love”and Goodneſs, if nnder that 
'*pretence,' heſhould break frail man in 
Pieces with” a Rod'of Iron? This way 
"of procedure we ſhould” call Cruelty 
in mien, whoſe goodnels is asnothing, 
byes not CO _ mean 
"and. low thoughts - of God: , 'whi 
ood odaeſs 'is infinite as himſelf, Frys 
ds to all men,  And'then,, for | 
thie-Lox 


"tie-Lord from all eternity, without 


- | 368 any 
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tay canſideration of the ſins ang ini- 
auities of the Sons of Adam, $9: love 
ez -and hate others 5 15 4. pertec} 
contradiFion.t9 his Dwine Benigaity, 
God'hates no-nan, till he firſt hates 
him; For the Apoſiles Argument 
cleatly.runs thus, That from the ame 
Fountain , as/ that of his Love And 
Goodneſs,cannot proceed bitter{treams 
and ſweet. Thus you evidently ice, 
that God himſelf would deny. is 
Name, and even that of 2 Father, 
wherein he delights :to make; men -igr 
ruine and deftruQion, This; Wwere:tQr 
the tenderneſs oft bowels 3 to- petritic 
and harden-into-horrible eruglty:;:28d 'Y 
the Sun-ſhine of his Mercy, ;to-be twr- 

ned into colours'of blogd..! And ſhall ; 
the :Lord then by. his: pure {and naked 
Will, decree men-to.eternaldeath,,be- 


ifore they have enjoy d aLofSbopt 
life ?- And-muſt pupiſhment (be atauy 
ordain?d,. befortany-ſin is , 


ied, 
-or any:ikind of ;tranſgre —_ - 
'trated-?. /This: 1$12N JT ETCINEE ; pln 
logical 3 -rfor. this; makes the, Conte. 
:quent: recede the Antecedens;;[and:io 
| o: forty coffounds: the: qi Ss Wot 
Na , 'tbat-[\ghe;: Bf 5 HY 0 
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before, 'and antedate the' Cauſe. And 
can: the Almighty have a more imme- : 
diate aſpe& on':the- puniſhment of his 
creature,before he-hath caſt ſo-much as | 
one -glance or look towards*their ini: 
quities , (the ſole 'and meritorious 
cauſes of Divine:Judgements, 'and the - 
juft revelation thereof) ?. This muſt - 
needs condemn then the vain. and ri: | 
-diculous Hypotheſis of the. Supralap= 
ſarian Dottors: Neither can it-be ad- 
mitted as a ſafe Maxim or .Truth, 
which- 15 impudently alledged by 
ſome) that unconditional reprobation 
'15 the effet of Gods abſolute and un- 
- controlled Power-and Dominion: over - 
his Creatures, (the workmanſhip of 
his own hands ) becauſe God hath 
- now tyed-and obliged himſelf by the | 
Laws of-his Goſpel, and hath firmly + 
indented with us in his Covenant of 
Grace and Mercy through Chritt, that 
if weobey his Evangelical Commands, | 
"in our ſincere praCtice of them, we 
ſhall undoubtedly reap and taſte the 
_ blefſed' fruits of his Promifes' inceter- -| 
nal life. - Now if we cannot-perform | 
the Divine Preceprs,' why- were they '| 
_ giveii- us? -Was it only to upbraid ws 
4 W we - 
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weakneſs and impotence ? or to re- 
proach to us our {ad and miſerable 
fall ? No certainly : they had a higher 
and a nobler end; which was to di- 
rect, and as forcibly to engage us to be 
holy in all manner of converſation. 
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N D now I ſhall proceed to 
ſhew to you, that if there is 
any Abſolute Decree paſt in the Eter- 
nal Councels of the Almighty , what 
need is there then either of Gods Pre- 
cepts or Promiſes under the diſpenſa. 
tion of the Spe, ” As the one com- 
; manding our obedience, and all Chri- 
ſtian duties; and the other, to g1ve en- 
couragement to the due performance 
of the ſame. 'So-thar the maintaining 
'F his. \ Exenſcious Podtrine of irre- 
peQtive Decrees , claps fetters and 
bolts upon our leggs, that we cannot 
move, nor ſtir one oot 1n the way of 
Our Chriſtian race, | And pray how 
can we þe faid to'go in the paths of 
Gods Commandments —if-we ha ave not 
the liberty of our Souls and Wills to 
do it ? And here let us duely conſi- 
® what was the deſign ſtriQtly to 
preſc ſcribe du and to glvedivine In- 

_ oy to Annex a penalty ls 
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the non-performance of them; if it: 15 
not within the compaſs of our power 
no way to do, or obey :them/? What: - 
can we be theiberter for our bleſſed 
Saviours Righteouſneſs, if we-are con- 
figaed by any peremptory Decree, not 
totake or lay hold of it? And what be: 
nefit or advantage can we make of the 
exact copy of Grits wonderful Pie- 
ty ? If ourhands are fo firmly tied and 
bound, and all our poſſible endeavours 
obſtructed, that we cannot any wayes 
tranſcribe it in the uniform holineſs of 
our lives ?: So that the aſſertion of this 
kind of Predeftination, is the moſt dan- 
gerousRock that candiſcover it felf,up- 
on which multitudes muſt needs daſh 
and ſplit themſelves , and thus finally 
{ink into eternal miſery and ruine. Now 
certainly, nothing but good can come, 
and proceed. from an infinitely good 
_ and gracious'God : So- that I think 
Mr. Calwviz”s' Followers now muſt ac- 
knowledge, and as freely confeſs, that 
Gods fore-knowledge , or c—_ 
does not layany conſtraint onthe w1 
of man'; . neither does 'it infringe 
the liberry-of it, as.I did at large before 
demonſtrate toyou, That as man did 
enjoy the freedom of his will jn che 
O4 {tate 
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fate of perfe&t Nature before the Fall, 
he may then be: as reaſonably allowed 
the'liberty of his will by Grace, which 
is. ſince the Fall. And. this is that 
whereby -we do co-operate with the 
. divige Aﬀiſtance and Goodneſs; which 
power and ability every perſon may be 
preſumed to-have, or elle our Saviours 
death was ineffeCtual and- altogether 
| raw and to no purpole'; For if righte- 
ouſneſs by Chriſt does not meerly con-+ 
Giſt inthe Almighties imputation of is 
to us, but alſo in Qur aQual applica: 
tign of it our felves, and that by taith ; 
frgm whence 15: immediately deriv*d 
-our ready conformity with: our Savis 
rg and that ina.due ſubmiſſion 


to the Law of Gods Grace; which if 
weh 


ve not 2a power to obey, neither 
r/o, on the other hand, have we 
- -& power.todiſobey ; the liberty of the 
will now does not: confiſt and ſtand 7» 

- #quiljprio, 10 an equal. poiſe or indiffe- 
| rency to ones evil, as Adams did ; 
but it anclines, rather-to: the one (ide 
than the other: and- though God be 
affirmed in the Scripture, t0.work i» 
us the will and the deed, of his own good 
pleaſure; yethere we muſt underſtand, 
-that the will is Phyſically Pr9 vom 
IT. | the 
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the deed is alſo ours, but *tis Morally, 
Gods ; - for otherwiſe we mult be con- 
cluded to be dead in the humane na- 
ture, as.-well as in that of fin and ini. 
quity ; Beſzdes, there cannot be a_will 
in Man created de »ovo , by which we 
become obedient to Gods Evangelical 
Commands ; .it muſt thenbe neceſſa- 
rily granted, to be by a will renewed 
by the powerful influence of Divine 
race. And this ſomewhat appears, 
by . that - ſevere objurgation of Gods 
Holy Spirit in the Plalmiſt,  P/a/.3 2.9. 
Be ye not as the Horſe and Mule, that 
have no underſtanding, whoſe mouth muſt 
be held in with bit and bridle : So that 
our . ſinful natures ſhould be curb'd, 
which know no re(traint of themſelves; 
for if weareleft to the yiolent ſway of 

ourunruly and inſulting luſts, we muſt 
needs run wiltully and headlong upon 
Tuine ; as *tis plainly and familiarly 
exprelt by tlie Horſes ruſhing into the 
battel. . Sorthat we muſt fully know, 
our will is not. really deſtroy*d by fin, 
but only deprav'd; and that it 1s at 
length reAtfied by Gods Grace, which 
15 the .moſt-proper and effeRtual means 
of. our reſtoration, ( as Phyſick is pre- 
ſum'd to be to an infirm /and diſcaſed 
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202 ' A Diſcomſe of the 
body ): for though we are naturally 
but as Dry Bones, yet God can quicken 
them by his enlivening Grace, into a 
ſtate of ative duty, and ready ſervice 
of him. Now as inthe Plague, or any 
Epidemical Diſtemper, the Diſeaſe 1s 
in its nature alike deſtructive to all . 
perions ; yet it admits of a Cure-in 
ome, by reaſon of the timely, and 
ſeaſonable, and right application of 
Cordials: but on the other hand, it 
becomes incurable in others, by reaſon 
of the negle& of the uſe of Cordials : 
So that the Contagion does by the 
Spirits corrupt the humours , till at 
laſt it make a body of death. Now 
Þ Original Sin, which 15 the great Di- 
= ſeale of the Soul, is alike curable in 
| all men, if the bleſſed Comforts and 
Cordials of Divine Grace and M 
be with due Care and Regimen ufed, 
and as ſoon applyed. ' But if by reaſon 
of rhe negleEt of this, the Poylon does 
. Propagate it ſelf into infinite aQual 
{ins in all the faculties of the Soul and 
Body, it is very ecaſie , andit lyes even 
to the loweſt capacity, ro apprehend 
and conceive, how > feral and 
vain the application of thefe Reme- 
dies to ſome muſtbe, rather than to 
others ; 


Naturs of Gods Decroes. 203 y- 


others ;- which no reaſonable perſori 
can charge on the preſcribed Means, 
or the Phyſician ,- but ſolely on the 
man himſelf; So that as the Lord Can- 
not be entitled to any mans tranſpreſ- 
fion ( as ſome too audaciouſly de- 
clare) thinking thereby they may fin 
with authority ; ſo neither can the 
fault be transferr'd on ' the Means of 
Gods ſaving Grace, no more thanthe 
bare and meer Apple in Paradiſe 
could he the efficient cauſe of Mans 
Fall, who became lyaþle to the Judge- 
ment and Curſe detiounc'd on the ear- 
ing of it. For if 44.» had kept the 
ſolemn pledge of Abſtinence, the fruit 
it ſelf had been as good, as of all the 
reſt of the Trees in. thy Garden ; yet 
you plainly read anddiſcover, the very 
at of eating did bring men into a 
fate of Hill, and fo indeed 1nto 
Hell; and not by any alteration or 
changes of place, but of the man Hhim- 
felf, when he did begin to hide him- 
Jelf from God ; that was the" folly of 
his {ſhame ; the cloſe pallation of his 
#n : For Aa had not Toft God, - bur 
 16f himiſeſf'in God. ? "For we are mm 
"him by Grace and Blifs, but.out of him 
"Þythe Cle, and rhe cefts of ir" fn 


miſery. 
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. miſery. Sothat Adem's nakedneſs.was 
not the real want of Cloaths, but of 
his loſt Innoceacy. . From heace-it 
cannot be conceiv'd, that. the Almigh. 
ty in his: infinite Goodnels can - be 
waiting in any thing to faln Man, but 
he is truly to. himſelf, in not living | 
anſwerable to. the ſpecial. means of 
Gods Grace and Goodneſs; yet it muſt 
be confeſs'd, that ther was in the In- 
finite Wiſdom of the Creator aliquid 
latentis juſtitie, 2 ral ſignification of 
his Divine Juſtice, 'by reaſon of Mans 
diſobedience by his Fall, whereby un- 
der a temporal Curſe, was implyed, 
That poor Man muſt work out his own 
ſalvation with. fear and trembling ; 
which if he 6 mg 3 aſter, a 
that by the. athſtant. Means of Gods 
Grace, then.*ctis moſt evident, that the 
generation of Man, after :a temporal 
cath, {ſhould be reſtored to an eſtate 
of. eternal life, in glory through our 
bleſſed Saviour. And if Adam had ne- 
| yer laps'd, but continued in obedience 
to the Divine Inſtitutions, he ſhould 
have been undoubtedly tranſlated and 
advanced to an everlaſting. Paradiſe. 
.Thus we may eaſily conclude an abſq- 
lute neceflary obedience, fromthe con- |, 
ſtant |f 


». 
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ſtant analogy and purport of the Di- 
vine Scripture ; and then what will 
become of the DoQrine of unconditi- 
onal Reprobation,thePrinciples where- 
of are 1o deſtructive to Chriſtian pra- 
Qice, ſince true Piety of life is torally 
obſtruQted by them? . For, *ris plainly 
evident; © that it is not-a bare naked 
faith can obtain ſalvation'for any man, 
but ſuch a'one as does and can juſtifie 
it ſelf to be truly lively and vigorous; 
and that by bearing the fruits of good 
works: which does moſt eminently 
appear, 'in our due and' conſtarit * con= 
formity to the life of Chriſt; *and''by 
which we are firmly united to God 
again, and that by our: ſincere 'obedr- 
ence, from whom we are ſeparated"by 
the Curſe, and that by reaſon of hor- 
rible diſobedience.” So that as the life 
of our blefſed Saviour” was truly ex- 
emplary-for all faithfal Believers'to 
copy:out,, ſo likewiſe it did carry a 
plenary expiation for all, who. ſhall 
endeavour toown his: life inthe fant 
ty of theirs. And upon' this accolint 
Moral Qbedience «1s as well Evangeli. 
, cal, as truly Legal: So that our Sa: 
/ viours Precepts, iwhichwere' truly ex- 
_ emplified/in his , prattice , were the 
2991 doctrinal 
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do&trinal Sermons , of which-every 
true believers to make a ready applis 
cation in his pious converſation. For 
we axe not-properly laid Credere is 
Chriſtum, wifi confitendo in wits Chriſti ; 
that.is, we make the moſt folemn and 
declaratory;canfeffian of our real bes 
Lgion, of our. [lives and actions. For 
Chriſtianity -46 -paſtified and acknow- 
ledged in inothing| imore, than in our 
acere and univerſal obedience: And 
all-that ſome SeQaries, afd the grea- 
teſt, cnemies to-Chriſtian Religion can 
bring, in, and alledgeapgainſtus, is, that 
we enervate the force and ftrength of 
Chriſts DoQrine, by the negligent 
performance of the duties enjoyned in 
the Goſpel, which' clearly -didcovers 
it ſelf 1n- the remiſsneſs of our lives :: 
So that in this:manner there lis an ab- 
ſolute neceſſity 'of evidencing our real 
faith, by the &effe&s of good works. 
For juſtifying fawh 5s not only a.con- 
vincing /perſwaſion anthe heart'of rhe 
Hiſtorical Truths of the holy Scripture, 
neither (asT haveatlarge ſhewed in 
my fore-going Diſcourſe ))'rhat-favi 
fairh. is a meer acquieſcence in , and 
dependence on'God, for /his'amputa- 


tion | 


tion- of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, and the 
Merits of his Paſſion to us, /but it 1s 
an inward conviction in the conſcience 
of our defeftions and failances: from 
the Divine Law ;. which a& 


| does as 
ſoon begert in us a zealous emulation, 
and that in a juſt imitation of che life of 
the bleſſed Jeſus ; and that we are {o 
far accepted of God for Chrilts ſake, 
as we'can offer up our 1elves obedient, 
from a real conſonancy-with, our Savi- 
ours moſt pious example.. , And that 
weare,/and ſhall be {o far, partakers.of 
the benefits: of the death-of Chritt, :as 
we-are truly 1aid to have! of the-life 
of our Saviour. So that one part of 
tis ſatisfaction, was not only to expl- 
ateifor our bare duties, byt.for the: de- 
fects' thereof in the irregulazity of our 
—_ and then as b:< granted, 
'that-credenav apere GFBACTE, AS 
-the trueſt Mons of — Chri- 
ſtian, Thus'then by what methods or 
arts is it-pofſible, that the-bold Prede- 
'ſtinarians catvſo happily:xgconcile their 
tos -confident hopes of} Heayen and 
happineſs, -with the horrible. flchineſs 
-and ſordid pollution of itheir Javes:? 
'and'for «men ito\\contifue, fo! much 
_-Swines, agftill:to cbuſe:thadijn ay 
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Uncleanneſs, irather than: ſpotleſs:Pur: | 
Tity and Holineſs of Converiation,fince 
none'but' the pure 1n heart ſhall fee 
God ," and become partakers -of thar 
Beatifick Viſion ? Howſhall ſuch men 
be accounted-to follow: Chriſt in the 
Tegeneration; which is:the :evident ef: 
folk of the energy or working of Gods 
Spirit in the-Conſcience, and whichis 
ſuch an wunion with Chriit., that-1t 
quickens- a man-/in a life of true Grace 
and 'real Piety ? Now'how this great 
work of Regeneration or 'the New 
Birth may be! effected; ſeems obvious, 
and doesplainly appear': 'For whenthe 
#o0dnefs of God which was exalted'in 
'the Sphere'of Mercy, for: the Redem- 
ption of loſt man'in the Wiſdom of his 
ſecret Will, then the Lord was pleaſed 
«to inftitute a revealed:Will , to which 
"men muft-becomerexaatly obedient, 
that ſothe: Almighty may by mans ſub- 
'miffion thereunto, carry. him through 
"all obſtaclesand difficulties to the good 
. intended" him”; and: which he thall 
afſuredly” receive and taſte when he 
-hath prevailed. with / man, and fo 
brought him to'a ready compliance | 
with his declared Will in his-conftant | 
-pradtice of-it; So that you may 


.-— Þ 


dently ſee, that Goſpel Obedience 15 
naturally and neceſſarily the founda- 


tion of all true happineſs, deriving 


from Divine Grace : For as the mat 
Skiltul Mathematictan cannot wor 
his ſcientifical demonſtrations on eve- 
ry perſon that receives his principles, 
by reaſon he cannot make ſome men 
cipable of underſtanding ofthem, and 
eonſequently to apprehend the true 
* Concluſions thereot: So indeed neither 
can the Lord by the Means, the Prin- 
' ciples and Dottrines of Grace, bring 
every , man to a {piritual and ſaving 
knowledge of himſelf, by becoming 
ſubjeCt to his revealed Will, and ſo to 
ſeal his faith in Chriſt, by his actual 
and 'ready obedience thereunto; and 
thus to be in a capacity for Gods good 
Spirit, the co-operation whereof, will 
firmly ſtrengthen and propagate a 
mans faith by his works , according to 
that of S. Pau{, 1 Cor. 7.11. AzdaT 
Brethren could not ſp:ak unts you as unto 
ſpiritual; but as unto carnal, even as unto 
babes in Chriſt ; that 1s, of ſJuch who 
were 1na capacity of ſpiritual things, 


and of ſpiritual knowledge: therefore. . 


S. Paul ayes; he fed them with milk, and 
not with meat ; and he ſubjoyns the 
Þ reaſon 
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reaſon of it, for hitherto they were not 
able to bear it : that is, they had not as 
yetattain'd to that ſo high a perfecti- 
on in Chriſtianity. Now ſome there 
are, who willalwayes be carnal , who 
will never arrive to this ſoft and du- 
Ctile capacity, and malleable temper, 
to receive the laſting impreſſions of 
Divine Truths ; andas God can reach 
the efte&ts of the demonſtration of his 
infinite love to mann Chriſt Jeſus, to 
all ſuch, as he can bring toa right ap- 
prehenſion of, and as clear a percepti- 
on of the flame ; whea as I ſay, he 
can bring men to a capacity of under- 
ſtanding the principles of ſaving Grace; 
all of which is not, neither can poſſibly 
be effected or wrought in a man-at his 
firſt initiation or entrance into Chriſts 
School by Baptilm, but by farther con- 
tinued inſtruction in hearing Gods ſa 
cred Word efteftually preached, and 
as convincingly preſt on.a mans Con: 
{cience : ſo on the other hand, the Al- 
mighty can never: bring ſome to a 
willingneſs to embrace: the Means of 
his Grace, inthe due Vertue of preach- 
ng them ; and ſo rightly uſing them: 
all which does not derive from any-ſa- | 
tal and peremptory Decree of Repro- 

| bation, | 
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bation, but. from mens very Natures 
and perverſe Diſpofitions, ſince a ſad 
pravity of Nature hath prevailed as 
tar on {ome perſons, as a ſenſeleſs {tu- 
pidity hath» on a Mathematicians Pu-= 
pil. And this is the reaſon of the evi- 
dent eftect of the working of Gods 
Spirit on fome men, and not. on 
others ; and of the clear demonſtrati- 
on of his Grace on their Conſciences 3 
which is commonly known, and like- 
wile expreſt by the name of Regene- 
ration, or of Gods particular calling 
of them, which is in a diverſe way and 
manner wrought on ſeveral perſons, 
yet ſtill dependent on the Means of 
Gods effectual Grace : So that I pre- 
'{ume,no man will attempt to ſet down 
the very time and minute, and the ex- 
att and critical point thereof in their 
' real converſion to God ; or infallibly 
diſcover the manner, and the certain 
eftect thereof, but only the Supream 
and Omnifcient God : but a man him- 
lelf, and alſo others may, do this con- 
jeQurally from, the bleſſed” efteQs in 
the ſoul ; and:that truly manifeſted in 
a life of SanAtification and ſtzxicter Pi- 
ety, than in the. former manage- 
tnent of it, - And. here I ſhall endea- 
P'2 your 
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vour to illuſtrate this great truth to you, 
by a familiar inſtance: For the diſeaſes 
of the ſoul being comprehenfively un- 
derſtood, in thecorruption and pravity 
of mans nature,they do hold an anato 
and correfpondence with thoſe of To 
body ; as then'fome diſtempers are re- 
coverable by the right uſe of the pre- 
{cribed Means; Bit others are, and do 
become 1rrecoverable,by a careleſs neg- 
let of them. Now the vertue of chefs 
| Means direCted to, may be long deliteſ- 
cent,&lye hid,according to the {ſtrength 
and predominancy of the difeaſe in va- 
rious bodies; yet the exertion of the 
- fanative vertue does ſhew: it ſelf at laſt 
in bertering the ſtate of the Patient ; 
and that in order to a recovery of per-' 
fect health : Such is the joynt work- 
ing of Gods Spirit with the proper 
Means of Regeneration or Converſion 
in perſons capable of redemption. The. 
wer and ſpecifical vertue of the 
elps of divine Grace may in like 
manner be clearly diſcern'd at laſt in 
" the great work, and in the recovery of 
our ſouls, tm the regeneration' of our 
hearts, which becomes truly viſible in 
our lives” True Chriſtians may, like 
ſore Trees, ſtand a long timeat a fy, 
and 
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and not ſeemingly thrive, let the Gar. 
diner be never ſo induſtrious in the uſe 
of the means : fo that the ſmalleſt 
Trees, as well as the greateft,and moſt 
promiling ones, may ſhew forth their 
growth by their equal thriving ; and 
many of the weakelt Chriſtians of the 
meaneſt abilities, and the ſmalleſt na- 
tural endowments, may as truly grow 
and fruftifie in Grace as well as others, 
and all in order to eternal glory: 1 
ſay, they may by their reaſonable ſer- 
vice of God, according to their ſeveral 
capacities, juſtifie their faith in Chriſt, 
by the agreeablenels of their lives with 
his moſt Divine one, ſ{oas to be made 
partakers of eternal ſalvation, as well 
as the moſt eminent and greateſt 
Saints, who have all along improv'd 
their faith, by their conſtant obedience 
to the Rules of Chriſts Inſtitutions, 
which is atteſted by the integrity of 
their wayes 1n all Chriſtian Vertues ; 
all which does very forcibly demon- 
{trate, that quoad Dewm, as to God, we 
are all' in a like capacity of f{alvation 
by our bleſſed Saviour, as being no 
way hamper'd or fetter'd with the 
Chains of any invio'able Decree of 


Reprobation ; but we may, as to the 
P 1 Al- 
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 Almighty's part, be made free by that 
Chriſtian liberty, by which Chriſt hath 
made us ſo. For the Divine Mercy 
working in patience in the poſſible con- 
verſion of men, does often (horten the 
hand of his Juſtice, fo that it the Re- 
demption or real Salvation of any 1n- 
definite man were altogether impol- 
ſible ex parte Dez, as to the Lords part ; 
which certainly would be fo, it he hath - 
decreed it, and ſo irreverſibly excluded 
them from mercy ; why then Thould 
the Lord ſo paſionately complain of 
mens obſtinacy, and their horrible per- 
verineſs, and what untrattable natures - 
he hath to operate upen? and to uſe 
the greateſt incentives to duty ? 7 ibe- 
rius Ceſar having a defign' to put both 
the Sons of Germanicus, Druſus and 
Nero, todeath, .he did uſe ſeveral ar- 
tifices to draw them on to'revile him, 
that ſo by their bitter inveQives againſt 
his perſon, they might receive condign 
puniſhment by a ſentence of Fr - : 

which horribly fallacious. method, the 
Hiſtorian tells us, was an argument of 
great and notorious: hypocriſie in the 
Emperour. And certainly, if the great 
Potentate of Heaven and Earth - hath 
appointed men by his abſolute Will to 
» RE he | inevitable 


inevitable deſtruction, who does not 
barely entice ( as the Devil does) but 
decreeth that they ſhall offend , that 
ſo they may incurr damnation by thoſe 
1mPieties he decrees, and ſo draws 
them into ; this would betray tar grea- 
ter unfincerity in the Lord with the 
Sons of Men, as to deſtroy his Creature 
under the ſ{pecious pretence of Juſtice, 
for thoſe very ſins he hath appointed 
and determined, as the neceſlary means 
of their ruine. Now certainly, Gad 
will never inflict puniſhment on a 
man, for that which he ordained him 
to eftett; and the inſtrumental cauſe 
can never be blam'd to act that which 
the principal one moves him to: But 
after all, if Divine Clemency will not 
prevail with men, then for God to give 
up ſuch to their viler luſts and deſires, 
and ſo to fill up the meaſure of their 
daring - fins and provocations ; this 
would be but what 1s truly juit and 
reaſonable, yet the Almighty does not 
effect this neither, by any implicit De- 
cree of dereliction, or total deſertion 
of them : but ?tis only as the ripening 
of an. impoſtumation to be let out and 
evacuated by the Lay of his {harp 
Judgements. Now on the other hand, 
P 4 it 
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(as ſome term'd it) in the 


if the ſalvation of any perſons were 
abſolutely neceſſary, and truly una- 
voidable, Why {ſhould -God uſe the 
reat advantages of Grace in the Go- 
ſel , in the preaching of his Divine 
Word ! In the foolſbreſs of preaching 
"ain... 
of rational inducements , ſince the 
means tending thereunto become vain 
and ſuperfluous, where men are carri- 
ed on to the end by an inevitable ne- 
ceflity: And belides,no mancan be pro- 
perly ſaid to be the owner of thoſe as 
of Devotion and Piety, which are done 
on hini, and'not of him. For, if a 
man hath not the leaſt power of his 
own Will, he 1s meerly paſſive in all; 
and he is no more than inſtrumental in 
what he aQs and does. And in this 
manner it may be ſafely affirmed, that 
the Lorddoes reward himſelf, and not 
the man, who becomes truly paſſive, 
doing nothing, if he produceth the 
effect in the man, without the man, 


CHAP, 
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2}. TOW this Aﬀertion is plain- 
"4 ly contrary to the tenth Ar- 
ticle of the Church of Ezg/and,concern- . 
ing Free-will, which runs thus. 
Wherefore we have no power to do 
good works, without the Grace of 
God by Chriſt preventing us, that we 
may have a good will, and work! 
with us, when we have that 
will. . From whence it may call} he 
inferr'd, that the Grace of God indif- 
ferently works all the good that is in 
every man, or can be poſſibly wrought 
1n any one ſince the Creation : So 
that in this ſenſe, the power of the 
Will is not perfeCtly free to any man 
lince the Fall , in any ſupernatural 
att or way. But yet God's mercy 
Is equally free, and that to all men 
(which the violent Sblapſarians do 
deny) Where then are the cloſe em- 
palers of the Church of God ? and 
that by a' ſtrict Predeſtinarian line ? 
% 4 | ſince 
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ſince the Goſpel muſt be inlarg'd, and 

| -preach'd to all Nations before the ſe- | 

E. ' cond coming of Chriſt to judgment. 

AY This commiſſion our bleſſed Saviour 
did give to his Diſciples, which you 
may ſee, at large in the ſixteenth 

Chapter of S. Marke, and the 157. 
Verſe, and he ſaid unto them, Go ye in- 

_ to all the world, and preach the Goſpel to 
every creature, Capable of it in the 
whole Creation. From whence you 
may clearly perceive, that the Al-. 
mighty will extend, and likewiſe 1n- 
dulpe the bleſled means, and helps of 
ſalvation in the Goſpel, and that to all 
ſorts of men But after all that hath 
been ſaid, I plainly foreſee that ſome 
may obje&, and as readily affirm, 
that my whole buſineſs of proof 'is no- 
thing, or at leaſt not fully fatisfaQo. 
ry, ſo that I haveſeem'd to have bea- 
ten the Air, and my Diſcourſe. hath 
been built all this while on an erro- 
neous. Principle : For there are none. 
that God hath predeſtinated to eternal 
Life, but they are from all Eternity 
ordain'd to the uſe of the means con- 

'— ducing thereunto. Some perſons ima- 
gining that Gods Decrees may be like 

che Pillar of Fire, enlightaing only 
_— the ' 
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the Ele, the true 1/7aclites in the way 
of their earthly Pilgrimage ; whiles 
the reſt of the World. become: mere 
A2y ptians, who are encompals'd about 
with Clouds, Darkneſs, and Confuſi- 
on : Now the Pillar of the Cloud did 
carry in ſelf both light, and darkneſs, 
which did become light to them that 
had eyes to ſee, (that 1s) that were the 
Ele&ed, but perfect darkneſs to them 
which had not eyes, or did not come ' 
within the compals of Gods Decree 
of being ſav'd. I anſwer firſt,as to this 
caſe, that fſimilitudes carry no real 
probate of truth along with them, they 
are but as Caſements to adminiſter a 
more plentiful Light, whereby things 
may become more viſible, and con- 
{picuous. Secondly, 1n this inſtance, 
here is a very ſignal demonſtration of 
the Lords miraculous Power, and 
Goodneſs tawards his own people, of 
his own encloſure, from the reſt of the 
unbelieving World which did lie in 
common ; here was indeed, a more 
ipecial exertion of God's . gracious 
Providence to the 1/-ae/ites ; for they 
had been long enough under the op- 
preſſions and groans of Ezypt ; that 
yoke was now become galling, and 
x {gl | very 
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very unealie to their tender necks, ſo 
that here is only a declaration of a 

— Temporal deliverance ; and of the reſ- 
Tue of Gods children from the hands of 
violence, and fury, by a miracle of 
Divine Goodneſs, procuring ſpeedy 
.gelief, and ſuccour for them, which 
might alſo be typical of an entire free- 
dom from the leaſt ſervitude in the 
- Land of Canaasx; all of which did not 
. derive from any abſolute Decree of the 
Almighty, but from the tenderneſs of 
his pity, and compaſſion towards his 
own peculiar ones, the J/rae/rres. 
Thirdly, this ſo ſeemingly plauſible 
Argument, may be quickly retorted, 
for the caſe is quite different ſince God 
hath diſcovered, and hath made the 
Doqrine of Salvation by Chriſt under 
the Goſpel, ſhine forth as clear as the 
Sur inthe Meridian ; and he hath en- 
lighten'd the world with the perfect 
knowledge ofit. For under the Oeco- 
nomy of the Goſpel, God hath fully 
 1ndulg*d the means of Salvation to. 
all men; and then conſequently upon 
this ſuppoſition of mens uſing the 
means of Grace "__ they may be- 
come partakers of everlaſting life. 
To this it may be as ſoon replied, That 
ſome 


ſome men do not make a due and'right 
application of the means of divine 
Goodneſs through Chriſt. 1 anſwer 
by way of Conceſſion, That, all men 
may not be improv'd by the enjoy- 
ment of the means from a life of 
Grace in order to that in Glory ; 
and ſome may feel the ettectual pow- 
er of the Goſpel in their hearts, in the. 
renewing of them 1n the beginniags 
of anew and ſpiritual life, and'others 
may not ; yet this does not proceed 
from any peremptory Decree of Gods, 
but only from the greater prevalency 
of ſin, and the incorrigible nature of 
man : this I ſay is deriv'd from the 
wretched pravity, and impiety in men, 
joined with their {adder obſtinacy ; 
or elſe mankind would not hold out 
ſo long againſt the tenders of Divine 
Goodneſs : itit were not for innate 
corruption ſtrengthning it ſelf with 
the concurrent 'aids of aCtual Rebel- 
lion , men would long before have 
lurrendred their Souls upon the over- 
- tures of: Grace, and mercy, and the 
propoſals 'of Gods infinite Goodneſs 
to them. through Chriſt. Mr. Calvin 
himſelf doesreally acknowledge, that 


'tis from: mens refuſing Gods: Grace , 
which 


Nature of Goas Decrees. 22x  * 


= L Po" 5 "Ml ; rs Y OR oY i, 1 0 44 : N - T . mil, dh _ mw 9 . l 7 IS OE _ , - 
Ly <h.5 2y ”"— AE os. 3 $ » f : \ Y a — a . 
ins _ k , 
= - 
= . F ” @ 
b A Ty 
- l Q 4 ” 
: : ON x * } | % , 
6 \ _- at 
- : 


Will in his ſacred Word ; for we have 
. now a natural mability to perform 
Gods ſacred Laws, and Command- 
ments. I anſwer firſt, by way of Con- 
ceſſion, That the Rational Creature 
did lapſe from created Perfection, and 
that the Lord did in his infinite Pre- 
ſcience fore-lee the ſame; and that 
Man would degenerate, and ſo falt 
from walking according to his pre-. 
{crib*d Law of life, and that God allo 
did clearly perceive the miſerable con- 
ſequence of this ſo ſad an Apolſtaſy ; 
for after Man's Fall, he had. only the 
F dead letter of the Law, in which he 
b- could of himſelf only read Duty, Sin, 
| , and Judgment, for the Law did ſhew 
him, and us our Wound, but did never 
adminiſter a Cure: So that now poor 
impotent Man, did want the co-afſi- 
ſtance of the Spirit of Grace and Lite,to 
enable him to do his duty ; which did 
chiefly conſiſt in an obedience to Gods: 
ſacred Commandments :: and this may 
be obſerved 'by the effeftual concur- 
rence "of Gods Grace under the mint- 
ſtration of the Goſpel, and which may 
be obtained by the preſcribed means 
of ſaving Grace'; not that there is in 
: the . ſecond place,. any abſolute, and 
3 th  CoM- 
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compleat keeping the Divine Precepts, 
and Commandments, but only ſuch 
ari obſerving of them as the Goſpel 
does enjoin and require, and as Chriſti» 
aniry does oblige, and bindthem oa us. 
So thar it is altogether vain to expect 
ſuch a power now as to preſerve us 
from all tranſgreſſion of the Moral 
Law, that perte& Rule of life. Yer 
the very Heathens from the common 
aſſiſtance of Gods Grace, have went 
a great way in the obſervation of the 
- Divine Commands, many of them be- 
coming agreeable to the dictates of 
_ Tight reaſon. And 1othey did become 
correſpondent to that great Law of 
Nature written-and engraven in every 
mans heart. For we ſhall find that 
the Moral Philoſophers, who were 
the Divines of the Heathens, the 
preachers up of natural truths, did 
very fully acknowledge 1a their wri- 
tings, that what ſtrength and abi- 
lity they had, did deggve its origi- 
nal from God, and ſo they did place it 
in the natural liberty of the Will. 
For, to what end and purpole ſhould. 
the Almi give men powets, and 
natural faculties, it not to employ 
them ? theſe talents and exce 
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which does evidently preſuppole there - 
15 10 every man a real power to em- 
brace it ; for God forces none to good, 
neither does he neceflitate any man 
to evil, bur 1s indeed till preſſing by 
his holy Spirit, the means of Grace 
and Reconciliation with tim , all 
which are new. and continued acts of 
Gods infinite loving kindnels to man- 
kind. Now the liberal hand of the 
Lord held forth by S. Fames, 1s open 
to every man, he cannot want the 
waters of life, that comes to the toun- 
tain of living waters ; *Tis but as 
and you ſhall receive, ſeek and you ſhall 
f#nd forgivenels, and knock, ard the door 
of falvation is opened to yon, the em- 
pory, or ſtorehoule of divine Bounty, 
15 ſet open toall under the diſpenſart- 
on of the Goſpel, *tis come and buy 
Wine, and Milk without money, and with- 
out price ; the favoursof royal bounty 
are not to be purchas'd, bur humbly to | 
» bepetition'd for. For ftow a real grati- 
tude is all that rhe Kzzg of kings, and 
Lord of lords does expett; 'or a Subjett 
truly can pay, all of which ſhould be 
diſcovered in the ſanCtity of our lives 
and converſations. What proportion 
then can the retribution ofan handful 
0 
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of Gumms, or ofa Hecatombe, bear to 
any of Gods mercies 5 when indeed, the 
very Bleſſings, the Sacrifice, and our 
ſelves, are all his, who zs all inall, If 
then our rhankfulneſs is all that we 
can return tor Gods innumerable bleſ- 
ſings, and 'tis well Gods Grace can 
work this in all men; for a grateful 
reſentment of benefits does Nlkna 
ſpring, or grow from the ground ofa 
bad, andevil nature: however where 
it does, by this minute and poor of- 
fertory, we plainly declare, we are 
very indigent, and meer beggars at 
the beſt ;, and this does evidently dif- 
coyer the; Divine bounty, and benignt- 
ty, and; our bounden duty, which con- 

_ fiſts inſhll, petitioning the Almighty, 
yet we muſt know, that Gods Grace 
is free, even when by a {acred violence 
we impetrate. his Boons and Bleſſings, 
and which . we ſo paſſionately impor- 
tune him for; the return of a grateful 
ſouls prayer,..is not as the juſt payment 
of a due debt, but meerly the reward 
of Gods Grace. and mercy. But here 
it may be, urg'd, that. we. cannot. pa 
the obedience which is due tothe Al- 
mighty, which. does principally econ- 
bift in the living up. to! his FOee 
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Will in his facred Word ; for we have 
. now a natural mability to perform 
Gods ſacred Laws, and Command- 
ments. I anſwer firſt, by way of Con- 
ceſſion, That the Rational Creature 
did lapſe from created Perfection, and 
that the Lord did in bis infinite Pre- 
ſcience fore-ſee the ſame;” and that 
Man would degenerate, and fo falt 
from walking according - to his pre-: 
{crib*'d Law of life, and that God alſo 
did clearly perceive the miſerable con- 
ſequence of this ſo fad an Apoſtaſy ; 
for after Man's Fall, he had. only the 
dead letter of the Law, in which he 
could of himſelf only read Duty, Sin, 
and Judgment, for the Law did ſhew 
him, and us our Wound, but did never 
adminiſter a Cure: So that now poor 
impotent Man, did want the co-afſſi- 
ſtance of the Spirit of Graceand Life,to 
enable him to do his duty ; which did 
chiefly conſiſt in an obedience to Gods 
ſacred Commandments : and this may 
be obſerved by the effeftual concur- 
rence "of Gods Grace under the mint- 
ſtration of the Goſpel, and which may 
be obtained by the preſcribed means 
of ſaving Grace'; not that there is in 
the . ſecond place,. any abſolute, and 
2 ry COm- 
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compleat keeping the Divine ig: 
and Commandments, but only ſuch 
ari obſerving of them as the Goſpel 
does enjoin and require, and as Chriſti» 
aniry does oblige, and bind them on us, 
So thar it is altogether vain to expect 
ſuch a power now as to preſerve us 
from all tranſgreſſion of the Moral 
Law, that perte&t Rule of life. Yet 
the very Heathens from the common 
aſſiſtance of Gods Grace, have went 
a-great way in the obſervation of the 
- Divine Commands, many of them be- 
coming agreeable to the dictates of 
right reaſon. And ſo they did become 
correſpondent to that great Law of 
Nature written-and engraven in every 
mans heart. For we ſhall find that 
the Moral Philoſophers, who were 
the Divines of the Heathens, the 
preachers up of natural truths, did 
very fully acknowledge 1a their wri- 
tings, that what ſtrength and abi- 
lity they had, did degzve its origi- 
nal from God, and ſo they did place it 
in the natural liberty of the Will 
For, to what end and purpoſe ſhould. 
the Almighty give men powets, and 
natural faculties, it not to employ 
them ? theſe talents and exce 
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endowments, if not to improve them ? 
For nat only- Arr;a» upon Epidterrs, 
and Hierocles upon Pythagoras his 
wevrn tam, Golden Verſes ; but others 
have as unanimouſly affirm?d, that the 
gods have put it intothe power of e- 
very man not to fall-into thoſe evils, 
( that are really-ſuch ):or into the grea- 
teſt which are vitious ones, that af- 
{fault thenobler part of-man: And Sezecs 
the Philoſopher tells us, That Nature 
hath. ſo advanc't the Soul by its innate 
faculties, born with good, tho? with 
common Principles, which, it vain 
mortals - do - not wholly relinquith 
will infallibly bring ' them to per- 
perual happineſs,- {o ' that 'what pow- 
er-ſoever did allow tothe natus 
ral hberty of the Willofman, they did 
ſtill confeſs, that they did receive the 
lame. from an- infinitely good and gras 
cious God. Nay, ſome of them went 
higher, forthey join'd the neceſlity of 
the Divine-e@ncurrence, to their own 
natural abilities ; for they alwaies im 
on from the Divine- power, a | , 
ound mind, as well as a firm and' a+ 
ctive body, a-fit building for the Soul. 
to-inhabitin, -and to- exert-its due and 
Fegular operations ;- So-that youth 
wy [6 calls 


/ 


| | Nature of Gods Decrees: 227 


eaſily ſee that the: refined Heathens did 
acknowledge : the ' ſaperintendency of 
Divine Providence, and a real necefſ}- 
iy in ſuſtaining” thoſe things in their 
operations whith Gods hand had madey 
and much more man in'his aftings , 
who was the Maſter-piece of his Cre- 
ation : and further, fome of the Moral 
Doors didinftratt men in this No-« 
tion, which was more than a -Philo- 
ſophical Efſay, yea rather an Axtome 
truly Divine, That the gods did pre- 
{ſerve men from evil, and that by re- 
moving the baits, and the' teraptati- 
ons to it, and alloto inclite them ts 
good, and that by ſome certain-lugges 
00s, and infpirations, arid eſpectally, 
from the greater prevaleney ofthe ex- 
amples of others, The effefts where- 
of have become very viſible in ſevet 
ral perſons famous in Hiſtory ; as iy 
Fulivzs Caeſar beholding Alexander's 
Image, ſetting his foot on! the Globe 
of the World, he preſently ' breaks 
forth intoan-upbraiding of himfelf, ir 
, the « lation-of Alexander's great 
and innumerable Conquefts ard Vi- 
Qtories ;- whereby he was inſpirited to 
proſecute greater attempts, aidTohe 
did inceffantly'thirſt after fuch Ats 
9307 Q 2 chieve*« 
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(Rovemages which _ _ oo 
phies to his memory (1 ible ) e- 
qual to thoſe of | pan ; and the 
Trumpet of fame did ſo loudly pro- 
claim the glory of AMiltiades his Vi- 
Rory at Marathoy, that it did ſo alla- 
rum Themiſtocles ', whether from a 
vertuous emulation, or the incentives 
of a Dream, that it would not permit 
him to injoy his ſleep, till he had rail: 
ed a more glorious Monument for 
himſelf at Sz/amine. And laſtly, 1} 
might propoſe to your ſerious conſide- 
ration, one more {ublimated Principle 
of the Moral Philoſophers, which is 
this, That they did attribute the 11- 
berty of the Will, by which they 
ſuppoſed - all good things to be 
eftetted, to the ſole gift of the Divine 
Powers. mirm 33 mir $107 bondoy dirs 
(that is). That all ſtand in need of the 
helps and affiſtances of the gods. But 
now under the Divine Oeconomy, or 
adminiſtration of the Goſpel, there'is 
a gromece propoſal of advantage than 
all che precedent as of the. Heathens 
can make any. pretence to, which-is 
the aſſiſtance of Gods ſpecial: and E- 
 vangelical Grace, and ſupernatural 
aids of Gods Spirit, 'which none of the 

| meer 
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meer Moraliſts obtained the "certain 
benefit of : Now this ſaving Grace of 
God does conliſt either in the right 
diſpoſition of the human Wall, or elſe 
. inthe production of thoſe good incli- 
nations. ( the Will being renewed, or 
advanc'd by ſupernatural grace ) does 
enjoy thus the Grace of God in ſome 
meaſure co-operating ſtill with" the 
Will. Now if we do not admit of 
theſe ſo reaſonable Poſitions, we do ma- 
nifeſtly take away the neceſſity of the 
holy Spirit of Grace his coming into 
our hearts ; we unjuſtly ſubſtratfrom 
his more peculiar office, by whoſe 
powerful concurrence, and kind in- 
fluences we , are per{waded to all 
holineſs, and uprightneſs of conver. 
lation : there being an indiſpenſable 
neceſſity of the mighty Grace of God, 
and the more eminent prevailing pow- 
er thereof. So that here I muſt con- 
fels my perfeR diſlike of choſe Here- 
by flies, wo tares which were ſown by 
: Pelagius 1n the Field of the Church, 
| and which were juſtly condemn'd 1n 
| feveral'Councils at Carthage, and Mi- 
 levis, who did aſcribe too much to the 


liberty, and freedom of the Will, fo 
QI 2 _ 
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as not to. adrihit of Gods Grace to þe 
neceflaryto the produftion of true 
and real as of piety ; ſuch men 
finging '1b Pean, and the lowdeft 
Hoſarinahs to our humane nature-} 
certainly thele men did never once 
Hear of the ſad -fate- of man in- his 
lapſe, neither did they feel that in 
ward bruiſe which was received by 
the Fall; and this made them advance 
the powers of reaſon ſo high, and ere 
Trophies to its ViAories. Now bare 
and'f{ingle reaſon'can never be ſuffici- 
ent to maintain inviolable the peace 
of our minds; when ſtorms and diſcon- 
tents, theſe earthquakes, ſhake us, it 
cannot 'compole and heal the fretting 
diſquiets of the ſoul : naked reaſon can 
never 'calm' the rage of our turbulent. 
paſſions ,” or diſ-enchant the' inſult. 
== 10g tury. thereof :* yet it muſt” be 
F granted, there may be ſome _ 
__ "> propoſed 'from the diQares 'of right 
Teafon, inorder to ſo blefſed an end, but 
they muſtbe higher improv'd by Di 
vine Grace. It muſt be therefore by 
- the grace of Gods Spirit ſhining 
through: the darkneſs of our corrupt 
hearts,” whereby weare ——_— 
; p W504 4 W >, Fe 7-3”. >. the 
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the right way that tends to a ſuper- 
natural ſtate of life in future glory. 
Since the whole m_— of man 1s too 
fadly deprav'd by the impiety of our 
felt Parnieny <4 we bar: 7g 
inthe very root in Ada”. Now as the 
readteft way to cure Poylons, is to take 
Cordials into the ſtomach, which will 
by their  prevalency quickly eject irs 
contrary, which is venemous : *ris on- 
ly by the operation of true and Heas 
venly Grace, whereby we do expe} 
the fatal malignity of fin- and evil. 
Now fince this Goſpel pift , true 
Grace is in God's power alqne to con- 
fer it, which does jointly work in 
men in the moſt efteQual manner, 
and m what degree, and meaſure the 
Almighty pleaſeth z therefore we 
mult from an undemable conſequenee- 
belteve.and be as fully perſwaded, thar 
"this Divine Grace, muſt: be obtained 
by theſe direQtive means the great God 
does, and: hath appointed under the 
diſpenfatiow of the Goſpel. So that 
now the refulr- of all will be this, the 
abſolute neceffity of gi Lord?s 
faving and: fu ura} Grace, and 
help ur a conttant way, and practice 
Q 4 of 
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of all Chriſtian duties, which he hath 
preſcribed to all, men under the Goſ- 
pel, and jn-the due performance of 
 whichthe Almighty will be certainly 
found of us. For asin ſecular affairs 
we ſtand in need of ſome pledges of 
duty, and civil communyon, as the bet 
means and expedient to preſerve both 
truth and right : as namely, for in- 
ſtance, the Seals and Rents affixed un- 
to, and expreſt in the evidence, or in 
the Inſtrument whereby a Tenant 
holds his Eſtate from his Landlord, 
in which he. gives him the honour of 
ſuit, and lervice ; and the Landlord 
on the other' fide, does: oblige himſelf - 
for his Tenants proteQion, and ſafety. 
Now this inſtance runs truly parallel 
1n {acred things; for it is as neceſſary 
we ſhould hold our eternal inheritance 
purchaſt Þy Chriit by ſuch firm ſeals 
of Grace, and rents of duty as may afl- 
{ure and confirm his truth and right, 
who+conveys and tranſmits the Eſtate, 
as well as the juſt right of him that 
receives it, and hereby the Tenant 
does appropriate the Promiſes to him- 
felf. Ando God very forcibly argues 
the famein Mal. x. 6. there be a 4 
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his right of Worſhip in thoſe recipro- 

cal pledges of Honour and Homage be- 

tween him and his Creature, If [ be & 

Father faith the Lord, where is mine ho- 

nour ? if a Maſter, where is my fear ? 

If this title belongs to me? Why is 

not my Jurisdiction as a Father, my 

power as a Maſter acknowledg'd 1n a 

due ſubmiſſion, and a ready obedience 

to me and my Laws ? So that now 
you may ealily diſcern that it highly 

Concerns us _ to implore the 

abundant aids, and helps of the Spirit 

of God; from whence his peculiar 
grace and ability is deriv'd tous. For 
we muſt not think to {it down and con- 

' ſult ourowneaſe, and ſo ſecurely lean 
on a fanſied ſoft and eaſte predeſti- 
narian ſupport and Cuſhion, all which 
brings upon men as great a ſtupidity, 
and ſenſeleſneſs of their real duty, as 
of their wretched and miſerable con- 
dition ;_ for ſuch men unreaſonably 
pretend to an infallible aſſurance 
that their very negligence, and ſloth, 
and horrible Rrele nels will never 
fruſtrate the great end of the Divine 
Decrees. Now how fatal and malig- 
nant an influence ſuch - deſperate 

Prins 
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Principles are apt to have on mens 

practices, is too manifeſt, and vifi-' 
. _ ble. Let us therefore be timely a- 
wakened with a lively ſenſe of our 
duty , and ſo up and be doing the 
ſame. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


24. AX D now I ſhall fully evince 
to you, that the Poſition of 
unconditional Decrees, does take away 
and fruſtragethe very end of our Pray- 
ers, and Addreſſes to God : for it 
weakens the very ſtrength of our 
hopes of prevailing with God thereby 
for mercy, in the remifſion of our fins ; 
it ſo looſens our joints, and does f0 
much remit our Chriſtian vigour, that 
 wecannot as Jacob did, wreſtle with 
God, in this great duty of devotion, 
and lo overcome him for a bleſſing, 
Indeed before the Fall, the Religion of 
Man was only, and purely euchariſti- 
cal, a continued at of Praiſe and 
Thanksgiving, the exalting the ſoul 
in the return of thanks to God for his 
miraculous mercies ; then praiſe was 
the az4or pertettion of fervice in the 
Primitive ſtate of created Perfection, 
ſo that petition afterwards did natu- 
rally find out the way to implore Di- 
Te. a aa VINE 
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vine mercy : before, Man did know 
no want of a petition, neither did there - 
need any thanksgiving for the ready 
ſupply ofa defet when there was no- 
thing wanting to perfeCtion; there was . 
not then in that firſt State any news of 
Salvation, by reaſon there was not 
the leaſt need of it; and there was. no 
neceſſity of a Preacher to perſwade 
men into a full belief and knowledge 
of God, when Man did know nothing 
but God, and goodnelſs.: ThenlT fay in 
that firſt bleſſed condition of Man there. 
was no want of a Divine to reforma 
depraved Will, or to reCtifie an erro- 
neous Conſcience, or to enhghten an 
Underſtanding darkned with clouds 
of -Errour, or involv'd in Miſts, and 
Doubts : All theſe ſolemn offices, and 
neceſſary duties were as preſcrib'd re- 
medics, as ſuppoſing ſome latent or 
known diſeaſe in Man to be cured. 
For Prayers are alwayes made on the 
preſumption of ſome exigence or want, 
but Man at firſt was not ſenſible of | 
any ; fo that this aft of petition does 
naturally derive from real imperfec- 
tion ; all which does readily enforce 
_ the practice of this duty of devotion. - 
Now-to what purpoſe ſhould we Pray 
hat 
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that Gods will may be done on Earth, e&- 
ſpecially that Will of his Commands, 
in a due obedience to them, if we have» 
not the power ta'perform it? or co- 
operate with the aſſiſtance of Divine 
Grace in order to the doing of it ? Bur 
that we may, I ſhall cy diſcover. 
to you from the freedom the Will is 
now inveſted with, as alſo from the 
various wayes of Gods perſwaſions, 
and methods of his Grace, which the 
Lord does all along make uſe of to 
bring our W1lls into a full compliance 
with his own. For Gods Grace in its 
proper nature is truly ſufficient to this 
end, however his Grace 1s not {© ir- 
reliſtable, fo as that we cannot any 
way oppoſe it," for it is irfefragably 
concluded from the conſent of the 
Schoolmen, that the operations of Gods 


Grace'in a mans heart, may be really 
obſtructed, for Goſpel Grace,and divine 


ſuccours: ſ{uperinduced, have not 3 
ways workt the bleſſed intended effefts 
thereof; how very frequently hath the 
' Grace-of iGod been rejeed and all to 
embracea darling fin, or a beloved cor- 
ruption-'? For it is not now ſofſtrong, 
and prevalent as to force its paſſage ; 
neither 'does it carry" in' its nature ſo 
| great 
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great might and violence, as to commit 
a | rape upon the foul, to ' force our 
conſent. '- The Spirit of Grace does not 
come.now 1n.2 mighty ruſhing and im 
petuous mind, as to drive and hur- 
ry men 9 headlong to' their duty. 
Divine Grace. does not make fuch in- 
vincible aflaults' on the ſtubborn and 
obſtinate Wills-of men, and make ſuch 
an onſet and breach, as will force it to 
ſurrender  its-conſent : Neither does 
the good Fr God under the Go- 
ipel irreliftahly compel men to em- 
brace - eternal. happineſs, -» Far God 
knows, we'/do $00: often; make a re- 
pulſe againſt the; bleſſed operations of 
Gods. Spirit ,,and his Grace--on our 
hearts, How often: da we. put this 
winged emblem of peace and mercy to 
fight ? Now-in:this caſe: the Almigh- 
ty-will be as firm in his ſacred: reſo- 
lutions, againſt us: as we can be refo- 
lute-in our. voluntary. and 'cruel reje: 
Ctians of him, apdi;his Grace, that his 
de iball.: not -alwayes ftrive,- and 
truggle with |:ftubborn and perverſe 
Man. Theſe things being premiled, 
and which, auſt.as well be granted; | 
ſhalldemonſtrateto you moreat large; 
thatthe DoQrinedf abſolute'\Decrees; 
_ i 
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is altogether inconſiſtent with our ve-+ 
ry duty. For it does impede the effi- 
cacy, and exerciſe of our diligence 
in the due practice of our deva- 
tion towards God. But here it may 
be urg'd, how comes 1t to pals, that 
the prayers of righteous men. intheir 
interceſſions with God ſhould ſo pow- 
erfully prevail for the diverting of his 
Judgments from the wicked, as it e- 
vidently appears from righteous 4 
braham?s earneſt expoſtulation withthe 
Almighty for Sodow, as in Gem. 18. 
verl. 22. But Abraham ſtood yet before 
the Lord ; where you may obſerve, 
that this Prayer is expreſt by the ve- 
ry poſture of his Body 5 and whuch car- 
ries a greater remark, that God does 
not ceaſe to anſwer Abraham's impor- 
tunate ſuit, till he defifts from his pray- 
erand pleading, and the prevalency of 
his entreaties: fo that it may be pro- 
a conjeaur'd, that not only ten 
perſons, but five, nay. a leſs number 
might have prevail'd for. the. ſavi 
that 'inceſtous. City; and weallo x 
in the 20th. of Gez. v;.7. where, we 
have Gods word to 4birpilech, an-ex- 
preſs Mandate from:Heayen to reftgre 
Abr ham his Wife. For tis therolaig, 

| - 
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He is a Prophet, "and he ſhall pray for thee, 
and thou (halt live, (that 1s ). he ſhall 
atonethy guilt, he [ball ſtand-up, and 
Pray; fervent = being the beſt and 
rongeft banks he could make, and 
Taiſe to prevent | the overflowing of 
Gods'wrath, the waves -von 4 were 
comi rowling upon Abimetech, and 
| his. whols Family - for 'tis ſaid ex» 
prelly, If thou reſtore her not, know thou, 
that thou ſhalt ſurely die, thou, and all” 
that is thine. Now all this could not. 
poſſibly be, if there be not an eſpeci- 
al, and peculiar favour clearly ſhewed,. 
and ſignally exhibited to perſons Pre- 
deftinated;, and EleQted by a Divine, 
and as abſolute: a Decree. - I anſwer, 
That. the © Lord hath: firmly oblig'd 
himſelf in his ſacred Word, by hits 
aſſured promiſe ſet down and made 
in'S, James, Chap. 5. Verl. 16. That 
rhe effetual fervent prajer of 4a righte- 
ons man availeth much, wx inges ( that 
is) that the ſupplications: of the righ- 
teous carry a kind: of Omnipotency a- 
long ' with them, for 'they tye Gods 
hands from Judgments, and as readily 
open them to mercy ; the Saints of 
God petting a nearer communion with 
him by multiplied aQsof ———_ 
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by this they do highly intend and ad- 
vance the moſt plorious Attribute of 
Gods mercy and clemency - to mari- 
kind, otherwayes the daring and mon- 
ſtrous impieties of men; would 1n time 
have been matur'd , and ripen'd far 
Judgment; yet the Almighty's Good- 
neſs and Benignity does. many times 
ſtay, and. turn the: hand of his. vindi- 
cative. Juſtice, from falling heavy on 
evil mens perſons, ſ6.that the evidence 
effects of the divine Bounty, the;grea+ . 
ter largeſſes of his kindneſs , theſe en- 8 
dearing eſſays of his love ; I ſay, they | 
have had ſo great an-influence on ſome 
paris (though -very. obſtinare, ; and 
orribly -vicious) as to /make. them 
better, and to improve them; and-to 
bring them into a condition of good 
men by .true repentance; we have a 
clear inſtance for this. in Exs4..32. 104 
Where when, Gods wrath like a vto+ 
lent torrent, did come 12a molt.impes 
ruous manner'/upon the 1/rae/ifes, by 
reaſon not -only;of making, but wor- 
Tuppingirhs glden Calf ;- Moſes then 
did ſtand up Ukba Brong Sea Bank op- 
poſing the - violence. of .the Waters, 
rurning. the ſtream of Gods indignatis 
on another | way, For the Lord. was 
CO 
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coming in a ſtorm of his "br rm 

for their horrible crime of Idolarry. 

Mofes by his prayer quickly obtains a 

calm, the ſweet, and pleaſing, and till 

voice of God in mercy and goodneſs. - 

So that in this manner, by the invinci- 

ble power of devotion, the Lord is 

miraculouſly prevaiPd upon, either - 

to retard, or finally to divert his im- 

minent Judgments. Now this bleſſed | 

effeX is not produc'd from any abſo- | 

lute Predeſtination to this great grace, . 

" and mighty power ofinterceffion with 
God by a ſecret Decree ; but cis only 
from the greater advancement of Gods 

gloriotis mercy and goodneſs, by theſe 

means and helps-of grace and favour 
with him, though in ſore caſes, the 
moſt importunate prayers of the righ- 
teous, and moſt upright, will nor be- 
come effeQtually prevailing, where 
iniquity is grown to thar height of 
 malignity, and deſperate ſinfulneſs, 
that God muſt neceſſarily judge 1t, or 
ceaſe to be himſelf, For he openly de- 
clares itt Ezet, 14. 14. That though 
theſe three men, 1Voah, Daniel and Joby 
were in it, and (0 flood up before him 
they ſpould deliver but their own ſouls by 
their righteonſneſs. This triumvitate of 
"0 -- nl 


Favourites in the Court of Heaven, 
{hall only obtain audience for them- 
ſelves ; their ingeminated interceſ= 
ſions for others will become altoge- 
ther fruitleſs, and ineffe&tual. But here 
it may be replied, That though there 
be no ſpecial ſingularity of divine fa- 
vour in conferring his Grace, yet it 
may be entailed on the perſons of the 


#4 faithful and righteous ones, who are 


Predeſtinated by a poſitive aCt of Elec- 
tion in the ſecret purpoſes of God 
ſo that ſome too confidently affirm, 
that the controvertedTenet of Abſolute 
Predeſtination, may be _— built 
on thoſe remarkable Texts ant þ roge 
of Scripture, where the aſſured pro 
miſe' is made to Ab74ham, not only for 
temporal, but eternal Bleſſings, not 
only in giving his Seed the Land of 
Canaan, but a confirmation of a better 

ſtate: AsinGen 12.7: And T willbleſs 
them that bleſs thee, and curſe him, that 
eurfeth thee, and in thee ſhall all the Fas 
milies of the Earth be bleſſed. Iankwery 
That theſe gracious and affiple promi- 
fes of God cannot be any probable ar- 
gument to conclude, the truth of the 
Doarine of irrefpe&ive Predeſtinatt- 
an, forthey are only a Prophetical _ 

R 2 
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claration, 'and the cleareſt manife- 
ſtation of Gods love and goodneſs to 
Abraham, and his enſuing Poſterity.. 
" Allwhich was principally intended for 
4fuller confirmation of his Faith, and, 
greater; encouragement in a life. of 
grace, and that from Gods infinite 
preſcience of his real beliet of the di- 
vine promiſes, which Abraham did 
fully evidence in the uprightneſs of his 
converſation, and walking with God, 
whereby. God did. plainly foreſce, 
that Abraham of all men in the world 
would become: obedient to the calling 
of his divige Grace, ſo that the Lord: 
ſhould make him the great inſtrument 
of his glory, in laying him as the 
firmeſt foundation . of the Oeconomy 
of. his Church, and ſo truly making 
him the Father of the Faithful, accord- 
og to what God pronounces expreſly 
of him afterward, . as in Gez. 18. 19. 
For I know him that he \ will command his 
Children, and his houſhold after hit, 
and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, | 
to do. Fuſtice,, and Tudgment ; that the . 
Lord may bring upon Abraham, all tht 
which he hath 6 of him. Sothatin; 
deed, : Gods; gracious calling of Abra 
aw, did not imply. any rejection, or 
OI a politive 


world ; no more. than of divers Can- 
didates for a preferment, the belt 
deſerving, or whole merits overpaize, 
is choſen or ele&ed, the reſt are as 
capable of advance 1a the like kind, as 
their demerits ſhall equally ſuit, or 
fit with it : For the Almighty dogs 
call every maa 1n the world  1n ane 
kind, or another, according to a mans 
capacity of co-operating with his Spi- 
rit of Grace, though the ſaid . call 
be molt evident, and becomes more vi- 
{ible in the bleſſed effects of Grace 
wrought in the Members of the 
Church of God : So that every man 
may obtain ſalvation, as well- as Abra- 
' ham, ex parte Det; as, tothe Almigh- 
ties part: for every man may bemade 
a Son of the Church, though every 
one. may not become a founder of the 
order, the Father .of the Faithful. 
Thus you may. eaſily diſcern, that the 
promile of Gods miraculous mercy, 
was made to Abraham out of his pure 
love, and infinite aftetion to him, and 
not from. .any. partiality. in Eletjon, 
trom any: leoret occule Decree. , Fqr 
the Almighty. did evidently pereetye 
vets as ret 
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poſitive reprobation of the reft of the 


"$46 "A Diſeemſe of the 
| _ © thathis pr 
"eminently beget true grace in him, 


eat grace to Abraham, would |, 


- gndthat his divine love towards him 


. would equally produce the grace of 


true Faith, and a ready truſt and affi- 


ance in God, and fo conſequently be | 


the occaſion of his clofeſt communi. 


- en with him by a lifeof Faith, 1n the 
' works of true righteouſneſs : For 4: 
' braham: believed in God, and it was im- 


ated to him for righteouſneſs.From what 


"hath been 1a largely diſcourſt of in the 


Cale of Abraharr, I might alſo produce a 


Will, which we have ſo full an ac- 
tountof in Gez. 22. 1, in Gods tem- 


Clear argument for the liberty of Mans 


| pins, or rather due tryal of Abraham's 


th; and that: by the moſt ſignal aQt 


- of obedience. For there could not be 


"he did infa 


- ty Son J/faze, to whom he had made 


- which even nature would ſtartle at, 
that the” Lord ſhould lay his com- 


a taore convincing teſtimony of his 


' union with Godby faith ; than when | 


he did a ro ſhew forth, that 

| libly belreve in God above 
the ſtrehgth' and meer dictare of tus 
Reaſon.” For 'it was a ſtrange duty 


mands on Abrahams, 'to facrifice his ot» 


boy 
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|. before an aſſured promiſe, That in his 

Seed all the Earth (hall be bleſſed + But 

now Abraham remembring and duly 

reflecting, that. he obtained his Son 

Iſaac from the Lord, and that by a Mi- 
racle ; he fully relied on God, that he 
would make 'good his promiſe by an 
equal ſucceſſive Miracle of his mercy 
to him. And therefore Abraham did 
juſtifie his to be a true faith by a rea- 
dy obedience. Now that the real per- 
formance of this duty did dependon 
the freedom of Abraham's Will, is 
clearly manifeſt ; for there was -n6 
force,, neither the leaſt coation of 
his Will, for it was no way robb'd 
of its preſent liberty by any neceſſita- 
ting Decree of God;' However he 
did know in his divine preſcience 
what 4braham would do, otherwayes 
the temptation of offering up his 
Son, bad been bur a ſnare, an argu- 
ment of meer deluſion':- therefore 
the _ Lord did uſe 'this' particular 
means of tryal, more powerfully to 
intend and confirm”'Abrahan?s faith 
in him', 4nd his promiſess whereby 
he might become” capable! of: Goas. 
mykiplization of his fucure Bleffirigs 
R 4 5” 


| 
| 


a _ HH SS IT bo - *%- - %. & ,” 


— WI > WwW- iq 78 Aa- 


. 


CD 8-6 ww. "£2.00 


- 


2 £7 "£3 ak” *$ Go Ns i ry ” __ -— _— G 1 L | Lag & -Ins o* ” 
- - | G 
" - , 
#& 4 | . A 0 / A - ) b 
; - - 
. | 


on. him, - and: that by endearing hin 
to- himſelf by this high, and fſove- 
reign: aCt .of ſound fairh. For what 
would he not truſt God in and for , 
who. wauld | obey lim in this, 1n 
the Sacrificing : his only .Son, 1n 
the dividing. himſelf from . himſelf, 
the tearing, of one part of his bow- 
els, and that. with his own hands, 
from another . ( the Son. being real- 
ly the moſt tender part of the Fa- 
ther)? Well then, now you may 
clearly ſee; that Gods eſpecial predi- 
diction of the ſtate of Abraham, and 
of his whole Family in relation to 
his preſent, and- future life from the 
£ternal. fore-knowledge of God, was 
not, neither could it be, the. proper 
efficient Cauſe of the conſequent e- 
vents and iſſues, :no more indeed than 
any man,. who foreſeeing , and thence 
foretelling a ſhowre of rain, can be 
truly faid,. or denominated to be the 
principal cauſe - thereof, when it 
comes and deſcends on the Earth: 
Let us not therefore be /ike ſilly Chil- 
Arex, as in Epheſ..4. 14. toſſed to and - 
Foo, fluftuating in' our opinions, «xd 
earrieg about with every wind of De- 
SS ar - 
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Arine, or violent blaſt of an Enthu- 
ſaſt, and all by the ſleight and cun- 
ning craftineſs of men, - who are ye- 
ry accurate, and methodical in this 
ſubtle art, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive, and that with dangerous CI- 
rOrS- 
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25. 7 OW the ill & pernicious con- 
2 © I N ſequences ofthis Do&trine of 
unconditional Decrees, are too well 
known, and evident. For in this Chap- 
ter I ſhall fully declare to you, that it 
renders all Gods ſolemn exhortations 
to obedience, through the whole cur- 
reat..of .the ſacred Scriptures altoge- 
ther froitleſs, and vain. For thus is 
the promiſed effect of his divine pow- 
erin Pſa. rio. 3, That the people ſhall 
be willing in the day of power ; which ful- 
ly diſcovers it felf in our ready ſub- 
miſſion to Gods holy Laws, and Com- 
mandments. Andnowcan you entertain 
a belief of our bleſſed Saviours deſigns 
in the Goſpel? was it to upbraid us, 
or indeed to inſtruct us, when he 
commands us, 70 7earn of hins to be hum- 
ble and meek, and to be, (as1n Matth. 5. 
44.) therefore perfett, even as your Fa- 
ther which # in Heaven is perfe(#? 
which we can no way poflibly IH 
wAEN 
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when a ſuperiour Decree is paſt, ſign'd 
and ſeal'd, to the contrary. What did 
all our Saviours Precepts mean, and ſo 
-many weighty admonitions to make 
our Calling and Ele&ion under the 
Goſpel, firm'and ſure, and that by the 
ftricheſ rules of Picty, and a Religt- 
ous life ? Were as. all intended to 
expoſe our weakneſs, and inabilityto 
do it ? and pray what was theend of 
Gods Promites, 'if not to ſpur us on, 
and to entiven us with ſtrength, and 
Chriſtian courage 1n our way to hap- 
pineſs? If they were intended other- 
wayes, than inſtead of exciting, and 
earneſtly pravoking us to good works, 
this were to beat us down, and to lay 
us flatin an utter deſpairof any. - And 
this'ts the readieſt way ta caſtthe ſonl 
into a trance, a ſtupefying amazement, 
which it does certainly effect, if it 
gives a man'no other profpeCt thanof 
eternal miſery ; if ſo, then all the moſt 
powerful perfuaſtons that occur 1n the 
facred Scripture to a holy and” pious 
) life, undoubtedly would be vain, and 
unreaſonable, and truly 'incon{iftent 
with the infinite Goodneſs of God 1n 
on of our Creation, as well 
as of our Redemption. How can we 
- +2 By 1Ma- 
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imaginethat the Almighty ſhould pro- 
poſe infinite rewards to Grace and 
Vertue, if we are not in a Capacity to. 
obtain them ? Why ſhould our Savi- 
our being gone before us, cry aloud to. 
us all, To be followers of him as dear 
Children, as Epheſ 6. 1, if we can- 
not move one itep in the way of Obe- 
dience towards him? Or can we ra« 
tionally conjecture, that the Promiſes 
of the Goſpel ( which are the grea- 
teſt incentives to an, upright life ) 
ſhould be 'only temporary, and ſo be- 
come the ſole priviledge of the Age, 
wherein the Diſciples of Chriſt did 
live ? or that” the force and vertue 
_ of them ſhould not deſcend to future 
Ages of men, and ſo reach to our 
times? And mult theſe promiſed Fa- 
vours of Heaven and Mercy, ceaſe. ? 
and become extin& with the firſt Pro- 
fefſors of Chriſtianity ? and ſo their 
Poſterity ſhall not __p the leaſt be- 
y. nefit by them ? certainly the unſpeak- 
able Bleſſings of Heaven, compre- 
hended in Gods gracious Promules; 
were not confin'd to one Family ; ors 
thoſe ſacre depoſita, or rich Legacies 
bequeath'd only to. twelve principal 
Men, or a ſet number of other Digs 
Pe» 
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les under the Goſpel. This is to 
=_ Mercy promis'd, and prefac'd 
with ruine and miſery, and thus for 
death eternal tous, to become legible 
in the Book of life ; but weare fully 
aſſur'd by a firm word of Gods facred 
Promiſe, that everlaſting death and 
deſtruction ſhall ſeiſe on none, but 
only on the impenitent, and diſobedient 
to the preſcrib'd Laws of the Goſpel. 
Gods Mercy then muſt not be contrac- 
ted into too narrow a compals ; for 
muſt the Goſpel which is the enlarged 
inſtrument of the Divine Goodnels , 
the cleareſt Patent of his Royal Fa- 
vour, and the firmeſt conveyance of 
his love to Mankind ; I ſay, muſt not 
that run in as general terms, as the de- 
gn of the Mercy was univerſal, when 
the habendum; to have, and tro hold 
the Bleſſings of the Goſpel in the fa- 
cred Promiſes of eternal Felicity, are 
extended to all men, that are willing, 
and ſo become fit to receive them ? 
For God does not except, or debar 
any from coming to him, zhat they 
might have everlaſting life. So that 
we may with a modeſt confidence ap- 
proach his Throne of Mercy : for we 
may purchaſe,& obtain Heaven without 
money, 
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money, and without price ; for the Di- 
vine Mercies are not Merchandile, 
bur free Grace, and as frankly offered, 
and tendered to all men. Muſt Hea- 
ven then, this bleſſed eſtate, be ſetled 
only on the firſt-born of Chriſtians, in 
the beginning of the Church, in the 
infancy of the Goſpel ? And muſt we 
 expeCt no portion of Gods Grace to 
make us capable of Heavenly felicities ? 
For Gods arm is not ſhertned, neither 1s 
the hand of his Mercy andBounty leſs 0- 
pen'd,and extended than 1t was before, 
and that to receive all into the ſweet: 
neſs of his embraces, that live in a due 
ſubmiſſion'to his ſacred will on Earth. 
Letus'then ſtir up, and quicken our 
ſelves, and ſo not neglect our own 
happineſs, by entertaining any undue 
apprehenfions either of God, or his 
Mercy ; or that any are infallibly de- 
ereed, 1rreverſibly determin'd, not to 
have, or enjoy the -preat largeſſes of 
Gods Bounty and benefits in the Goſ- 
=o "Tis very ſtrange, that men 
uld ſet up a fatal Decree as a fla- 


ming Sword '; which as it did turn e- 
very way toourghrit loſt Parents, ſo 

it ſhould have the ſame uſeand office 

| As tous, tokeep us fromthe cer 
| | eads 
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leads to eternal life. Then the grea- 
teſt induſtry will {ignite no more, 
than the extremelt ill husbandry ; and 
though a man 1s never ſo indefatiga- 
ble, and takes the pres pains to ob- 
tain Heaven, yet 1 not decreed to it, 
he ſhall reap no real advantage from 
all his toil and labour,; To what pur- 
poſe then ſhould we war, and fight a- 
painſt-finand vice, '(the moſt hoſtile 
enemies of | our ſouls, ) and overcome 
| them, and their force, if we ſhall not 
receive: the honour .of a triumph ? 
Muſt not ſucceſs, and viftory be re. 
warded with a Crown, and that of 
eternal Glory ?. muſt the very . fighe 
imply a defeat? and the Conquerours 
Sword be no more eſteem'd of than 
the vanquiſht ignobler overthrow ? 
bella gers placurt ? And thus muſt POOT 
Man be: unhappy -4n his ſucceſs. over 
bis inſulting and tyrannous, ſins,” as 
well as in the defeat; which certain; 
ary be ſo, 1t- there {hall not be a 
uture retribution, ; and reward: cons 
ferr'd. on them that labour for it. Now 
the contrary DoRrine is cried / up, 
| and admired only -by the violent ſuf- 
rages of fuch, which own and ac- 
knowledge themſelves to. be of. the 
: Conſliſtory 
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Conſiſtory of Gexmeva: Now U it be. 
fo, why then ſhould the holy Seri. 

- Þture repreſent the duty of every 
Chriſtian under ſuch phrafes, and 
expreſſions which do at once both en: 
courage and crown our greatelt in- 
duſtry, as by a race, with the aſfu- 
rance, ifwerun it with diligence, we 
fhall receive the moſt glorious prize : 
and fo the condition 'of every true 
Chriſtian -is illuſtrated, andfamuliare 
ly ſet forth by a Combat, That if we 
manfully fight againſt all our ſpiritual 
enemies, we ſhall not fail of an eternal 
- Crown, not of 4 corruptible one, laith 
S. Paul, that fades away, as - thoſe 
lefſers ones were amongſt the Ro- 
21ans ; but with one that bears a per- 
perual ſpring, which does flouriſh 
with a never dying, but an increaſing . 
verdure. Why thenſhould any Seth 
of Men contend for the fiercer : way 
of abſolute Decrees? - For the Coun: 
cil calPd at '4rles, againſt the deſpe: 
rate Hereſie of the 'Pel/agrapns,' did de- 
nounce ſeveral - dreadful Anathema's 
apainft 'any Opinioniſt that ſhall pre: 
ume to affirm, That a man that does 
finally periſh, could. not have been 
faveds and'inthe'Valentine Council ol 
A the 
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the latter end of the third Canon, there 
are! direful Curſes thundered out a- 
-gainſt ſuch men, that unreaſonably 
maintain -that Men ate Pfedeſtinated 
unto evil, ſothat they cannot be other- 
wiſe. Inſomuch that 1n this caſe, ſin 
and its concomitant puniſhmerit muſt 

- become .unavoidable. Now upon due 
reflection, and conſideration, we {hall 
find and diſcover this Opinion labour- 
ing under great weakneſs and imper- 
fection3 for the DoR&tines bf Holineſs; 
and Meekneſs; might as well - be 
preach'd to Wolves and Tygers, as to 
Men, it they - are inevitably wicked : 
now as the one is not capable of under- 
ſtanding the divine Precepts,and Cons 
mands; ſo1s hot the other of perform- 
'ng them, if any Decretory feritence 
of the Almighty is paſt tothe contra- 
9. *'Tis much to be admired, that 

me Men 1n the world, ſhould pet- 
fuade themſelves, and © others, that 
God 1s more ſevere, than truly mer- 

| . atul ; *cis ſtrange, that men ſhould ſttts 
 Uyto find out inevitable ways of __ 
Damned, and that Men ſhould be fo 

lollicitous to have the Vail drawn a- 

way from the face of divine Goodneſs 

and Mercy. - That Men ſhould be fo” 
S earneſt 
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earneſt and truly deſirous:.to behold 
the angry countenance of the Almigh- 
ty, that he ſhoyld appear in ſtorm and : 
fury: I ſay, that men ſhould be more de- 

' lighted withthe diſmal foife of Thun- 
der, War, and Terrour, than with 
the glad tidings of Peace and Recon- 
ciliation with God through the 
bleſſed Jeſus : Muſt the Lord always 
ſpeak from Mount Eba/? and ſhall 

not the moſt inviting charming voice 
be heard, and become audible from 
Mount Gerizim ? would ſuch Men 
have God appear. with all. the atten- 
dance of wrath and fury towards 
themſelves ? and why therefore {ſhould 

/ he towards others of a-diffterent per- 

{waſion in this point from themſelves ? 

Laſtly, I {ball wind upall by declaring 

my perfect averſation, -and diſlike of 

the Hypotheſis, both of the Supralap- 

farian, and Sublapſarias manher of 

explaining Gods Decrees:.as to the 

former, the; proper object of it , is 
homo wondum conditns, not; created ; to. 

conlign Man to eternal Torments, be- 

tore he 1s made, isto decree, to inflict 
an infinite evil on a guiltleſs and in- 
nocent creature : for being:not made, 
and {ſo not-capable of ating; hecan- 
| not 


* 


not deſerve everlaſting puniſhment, 
+ for no penalty or judgement can 1nju- 
ſtice be inflicted, but 1n'relation to 
ſome fault and crime. Now 1f God 
ſhould condemn to perpetual puniſh- 
ment, thoſe that are truly 1nnocent, 
as having not committed the leaſt im- 
piety, then he would become the Au- 
thour of more Evil, than ever he was 
an inſtrument of Good to them. For 
the giving of*life, the indulgence to 
Man of a Temporal Being, muſt needs 
be eſteefned a leſſer Good ; as on the 
other ſide, to inflidt on Man an eter- 
nal puniſhment, muſt needs be con- 
cluded a far greater Evil, Now Sez 
 condly, as to the other way of the $44- 
lapſarians, of appointing Man to end- 
leſs miſery, (as being fallen in Adam) 
and fo lying in wa corrupta, in the 
corrupt _ of Mankind. ' Upon this 
account, I preſume, that Perſon in his 
61. page of his Animadverſions on the 
Learned Dr. Heylir's Qnin-quarticular 
Hiſtory, is too forward to challenge any 
Man now living, to ſhew that either 
Mr. Calvin,or any one leaven'd with 
bis Principles, did venture to affirm 
in Print, That God did' deeree to in- 
lic Damnation on any Man, bur for 
S 2 ſin: 
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fin: When Calvin affirms, that Dews 
reprobat quos wult, that the Lord doth 4 
reprobate whom he pleaſerh, uſing 
that familiar inſtance of the Porter's 
"having power over the Clay ; here we 
muſt know that S. Pau/'s ſimilitude 
muſt not be underſtood by S. Auſtrns, 
nor Catvin's Commentary. Thus 
you ſee *tis evident from the Geneve 
DoQors words ; That it is not ſin 
and impiety, but God himſelf that 
becomes the abſolute Reprobator of 
men. And the fore-mentioned Au- 
thor does plainly contradict himſelf, 
when he defines Reprobation to be a 
denial of Gods Grace, and to conſiſt in 
a preterition of ſome certain men, 
whoſe impenitence the Almighty re- 
ſolves not to cure. ' Certainly this al- 
lertion muſt needs be contrary to the 
Principles of right Reaſon, and *tis re- 
pugnant to: the very tenor of the Sa- 
cred Scriptures ; for if the a& of Re- 
probation 1s only the withdrawing or 
withholding of Gods Grace, needful 
for the avoiding of ſin and wickedneſs; 
This Poſition does' include an abſolute 
neceſlity, of ſinning againſt God ; for, 
from the | withdrawing of divine 
Grace, Sin and Impiety muſt needs 
be- 
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become the conſequent ; for the Sun 
'' by withdrawing 1ts light, occaſions 
darkneſs, Now the violent oppoler 
of the Learned Dr. Hey/:z, goes highs 
er, very Impiouſly to aflert, that 
there are ſome mea that the - Lord. 
hath not put under an obligation to 
repent ; which words indeed, are no 
more ineffe& than to ſet up two con- 
trary Wills in God ; fince his re- 
vealed Will runs, That he would 
have all men every where to repent. : 
which declaration muſt be moſt con- 
ſonant to his ſecret Will ; otherwile 
this is to repreſent the great God of 
Truth, to be as falſe as Man, by u- 
ſing ſuch fallacious pretexts. For the 
Lord denies his Grace to no man, but 
to them who too often, and too pre- 
lumptuouſly abuſe it; and thereby 
depriving i Rear" >Þ of the advanta- 
es, and benefit thereof ; Grace in 
the heart here, being an aſſured pledge 
of Glory hereafter, the one entitles 
men to the other, (divine Grace be- 
Ing but Glory begun in the Bud, and 
Bloſſom). And the ſame Authour 
tells us in the 90. pageof his Book, That 
Salvation, and Damnation, arealways 
(it we ſpeak of the Adult ) ſecundum 
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"bona, & mala Opera z according to £00d or 


evil works, Now this is a-plain confe\- 
ſion of my Aﬀertion, when EleQion 
ſhall proceed from a proſpeCt of pious, 
or wicked actions ; thus: Rewards or 
Puniſhments; being conferr'd on the 
doing of them” © | 
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CHAP. XXVIL | 


26. A ND now I ſhall addreſs my 
ſelf to all that Iabour inthe 

Lords Vineyard, in the Miniſtry of 
Souls, it ſhould be their great concern 
and eſpecial care to draw men off from 
their weak pretences to, and as vain 
imaginations of, any irreſpettive De- 
crees ; they ſhould not propagate ſuch 
malignant Dottrines, which diffuſe 
Peſtilence and Death, and too fadly e- 
mitt and ſend forth the efluvia's of 
Contagion, and thus inſenfibly -cor- 
rupt, and deſtroy the very vital Spirits 
of Religion in true holineſs of life. 
The Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould not 
entangle men in Thorns and Briars of 
intricate diſputes, in the perplexing 
ſubrilties of the Schools: But they 
ſhonld fer men at liberty, free from 
doubts and ſcruples, to walk in the 
eafie and plain paths of Chriſtian Du- 
ties, in the knowledge of facile, and 
y 4 ace 


acceſſible truths. Divines ſhould not 
perplex mens minds with meer nice- 
ties; bur ſet them upgn the ative 
part of Religion ; - they ſhould in- 
terdict men from prying too narrow- 
ly into the Ark, into the; hidden re- 
ceſſes of the SanQtuary, into ſecret 
and ſealed up Myfteries : For we muſt 
not et to have. a clear light of: 
ſome obſcure truths and Dodtrines, 
where the Almighty | hath caſt over. 
them a ſhadow and a Cloud : A4polto- 
nizs Rhodius Teports in the ſecond 
Book of his Argonauticks, That Phinemus 
was wonderfully tormented by Fup+- 
zer, whenhe attempted to become the 

rofelt interpreter of his Myſteries ;; 
hence the afflitions of old Age ſeiſed 
on him, and which was a greater en- 
hanſement of his miſery and accu- 
mulatjon of his calamities, that he was 
depriv?d af his eyes, at the ſame time, 
& of" fad] apvunuis YAuue gdos, and the 
Lord may juſtly puniſh men with ſpi- 
ritual blindneſs, when they become 
too 1nquiſitive into ſacred Myſteries, 
and fo they may incur that fatal judg- 
ment, That /cezne, ' they ſhould ſee, yet. 
not underfland.; and no wonder that. 
ſuch yaig ſpeculators, like ſome cu- 
| Ti0us 


riqus Lapidaries, which do in; ſome 
competcot meaſure underſtand the 
nature of Jewels, yet 'are man 
times ſo induſtriouily 1ntent, and fo 
date, and dally ſo long with ſparkling 
objects, that they often loſe the be- 
nefit of their eyes, the organ thereof, 
which gives not only the greateſt 
light to the Body, but indeed, life to 
the Art. Te men of Galilee, why gaze 
you then into the Myſteries of Heaven, 
which will overcome you with the 
excels of their light and luſtre ? where: 
fore the faithful diſpenſers of the Go- 
ſpel, {ſhould with the greateſt zeal, 
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and love to the ſalvation of ſouls, . 


urſue, and follow men cloſe, and not 

ffer them to run into inextricable 
mazes and doubts : thus they ſhould 
preſcribe the great lines, and bounds 
of duty to every man, and the danger 
of going beyond them :.- They ſhould 
not create new torments to their peo+ 
ple by afflicting Controverſies. All 
true Miniſters ſhould rather preach up 


{4 fuch plain, yet. ſolid DoQtrines of the 
* Chrittian Religion, which do highly 

| promote the. power, and advance the 
efficacy thereof in the holineſs of mens 
converſations. Since the prattick 
PEIT 
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part of Chriſtianity is almoſt deſtroy- 
e& and{wallowed up by the ſpecula- 
tive; in the inceſſant contemplation of 
high, and fublimer Notions Yet men 
may be in the too critical ſpeculation 
of lome Divine truths, like S. Peter 
inthe Deep, and if the hand and pow- 
er of the ' Almighty, with the aſſi- 
ſtanceof his Holy Spirit, did not time- 
ly ſuccour them, they might ſink 
down-right into a greater abyſs of in- 
fidelity, and unbelief, So that now 
though we have no key that opens 
into the ſecret receſſes of Chriſtian Re- 
Iigion, yet we may be admitted an en- 
trance into the knowledge of the moſt 
neceſſary and faving truths, which 
may become more advantageous, and 
truly uſeful co us all. For all men 
are commanded, and ſhould be awa- 
ken'd by Gods” louder Calls, to make 
the moſt diligent enquiry _ after the 

true knowledge of our duty, and that 

by a ſtrict ſearch into the revealed Will 

of God. We ſhould not therefore e- 

ſpouſe ſuch dangerous opinions, which 

many men have made no-other uſe of 

(as you have heard at large in my for- 

mer Diſcourſe) but only as an 4/4- 

lum, and ready SanQtuary for their 
hot. 
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horrid floth and lazineſs to have re- ' 
courſe unto: for the Doctrine of irre- 
ſpetive Decrees, does make men fin 
a requiem to their fouls; and moſt 
men are lulPd faſt aſleep in carnal fſe- 
curity by ſach fatal charms, and this 
makes men become like S9/om7's 
Sluggard, folding up their hands very 
ſecurely 1a their own boſoms, in the 
careleſs negleCt of their Chriſtian du- 
ties, & their greateſt concern'under the 
blefled adminiſtration of®che Goſpel: 
For Fu, men may become good,”if 
they will:makea right application of 
the means of divine Grace and Good- 
neſs, to make them ſoa. And the moſt 
dangerous and inveterate diſeaſes of fin 
and vice,, may be' eaſily cured, if we 
would uſe the proper remedies pre- 
(crib'd in the divine. diſpenſatory'of "=. 
Gods wotd.: iFor theall-ſufficientme- 
Tit of the Sacrifice of Chriſt, is freely 
offered, and as readily-tendered to all 
men under the Goſpel; and the infi- 
Rite, vertue thereof, does. confiſt in the 
proper andeftectual application of the 
lame, tothe end that we may be heal- 
ed of our. Tranſgrefſions. Now the 
nature of our. Redemption by Chriſt, 
' $$ plainly fer forth to the moſt vulgar 
"© NT appre- 
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_ apprehenſions bythe Catholick or U- 
niverſal remedy, which'is faid to cure 
all the- Diſeaſes in the body of Nature 
by; overcoming them , 'by' corrobora- 
ring and ſtrengrhning the eſſence there- 
of 1n danger to be diflolv'd ; now the 
\ ſuffering of our blefſed Saviour, with 
the ſpecitick'vertue thereof, does im- 
Port the ſame cure, his' merits being 
truly analogous, and carrying a ſimilar 
correſpondence” with the fore-menti- 
on'd remedP whereby a. man endea- 
vours to keep..a due conformity with 
Chriſt, by; univerſal obedience, and 
by.this effeCtual application made by 
Faith; 'Almighty God brings every 
man in, arid-he:may ſo continue in a 
ſtate of ſalvation; and that by an aQtive 
life of Grace: iFor no-man'is cut off 
from the Covenants of Gods Goodneſs 
and Mercy, by the hand of Divine ju- 
Tice; but: only ſuch whodo violently 
oppoſe, and ſo do not attually perform 
e conditions of that blefſed Covenant 
of Grace, asin Fohn 3.16. #ms 38 3m 
ow 3 965* So God loved the World of 
Men, inthis very: manner he did give 
us the greateſt argument of it, he 
uvuing bis only Son, that whoſoever | 
| Jhauli believe in him, ſhould not prep , 
bes 


but have everlaſting life. ' So that the 
general purpoſe of divine Goodnels, is, 
to makeall partakers of eternal fſalya- 
tion by Chriſt, by a firm and real be- 
liefinhim 3; without any poſitive de- 
termination of any particular perſons 
either way, but as they are tru- 
ly Believers. For that, our Faith 
and Repentance are © the reſpeCtive 
qualifications in the Divine Preſci- 
ence , in intuition and conſidera- 
on of which, we are truly- EleQed of 
God. But ſome men will never bein- 
duc'd to believe in Chriſt, and ſo their 
ſins. do reach and prow at laſt to the 
higheſt malignity, and thus ſuch men 
paſs with the alike enmity againſt God 
with the Apoſtate Angels ; and ſo they 
commence both Fiends and Devils. 
But now Omnipotence, infinite Wil- 
dom, and Goodneſs (theſe three aQs 
of the divine Nature and Eſſence ) 
ating in the Divinity, /ibertate Liber- 
rima, with the greateſt freedom, they 
did contrivea way, and did find out 
a remedy to redeem mankind from 
their miſerable eltate, to a farbetter ca- 
pacity ofatting by the means of Grace, 
and that in order to eternal Bliſs, For, 
by what we do naturally,we cannot be 


ad- 
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os "advanc'd beyond the ſphere of Nature? 
r-muſtthen be plainly confeſt, that it 


Redemption of Mankind ; and' thar a 


is by the aſhiſtance. of divine Grace, 
that we arriveto, and reach a ſuper- 
naturalend. But now fone mens too 
curious inquiſitivenels may prompt 
them to ask and inquire, why the 
ſtate of the Apoſtate hs 4 1s irre- 
coverable, and truly helpleis, as moſt 
evidently appears from their continual 
War held and maintain'd againſt the 
Lord. to this very day, from the Cre- 
ation'; the Defenſive part being Gods 
Juſtice ; the Offenſive one, the Devils 
Sin and conſtant Rebellion. Why 
then conld not our Saviour Chrift, 
who 1s the incarnate Wiſdom of the 
Father, find qut a way to expiate, and 
latisfie for intelleQtual Spirits, as 
well asfor men (Corporealt Rationals) 
the former being equally Creatures , 
and ſo conſequently, might be co-part- 
ners, and: joint partakers of endleſs 
happineſs ? | I anſwer, among ſeveral 
Reaſons alledg*d by the Schoolmen, 
and the Primitive Fathers of the 
Church, that Gods Mercy did more 


pecuharly {ſhine forth, and become 


more eminently conſpicuous in the 


Pal- 
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particular eye and glance of favour was 
direted and ſet upon faln Man, as 
the Author to the Hebrews plainly de- 
clares, Heb. 2.16. For werily he took 
not upon him the nature of Angels, but he 
took on him the ſeed of Abraham ; 10 
that I preſume in ſubmiſſion to more 
acute- and abler judgements, that it 1s 
no improbable Argument to evince 
the. truth of this ; That there being no 
generation of Spirits, there could be 
no Hypoſtatical union of one Nature 
with the other, and ſo to make upan 
Expiatory Sacrifice for faln Angels ; 
and now. that they being in this con- 
dition, they muſt needs want the 
means of reconciliation with God, 
& if Man had not been a ſpecies, the Hu- 
mane Nature, being productive of In- 
dividuals, which the Angelical Na- 
ture 1s not ; how could the ſecond 
Perſon in the Trinity have been be- 
gotten a ſufficient Sacrifice ; ſince all 
individual Men ( till the power of the 
Almighty did overſhadow the Virgin 
Mary) were conceived in Original 
lin, and ſo they muſt conſequently be 
uncapable of being an Atonement for 
the ſame ? and how could one Nature 
expiate, and thus fatisfie for the tranl- 
greſſi- 
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greſſion of another Nature ? for how 
can'the Humane make the leaſt fatis- 
fation for the Angelick ? For though 
Chriſt was crucited, yet it was only 
the humane Nature that did ſuffer, 
that was dead and buried, and lay in 
the Grave ; the Divinity of our blef 
ſed Saviour being truly impaſlible. 
Now for this very reaſon the faln An- 
gels ſtill continuing their irreconcile- 
able enmity, who endeavoured to ad-. 
vance their {trength, and that by ſe- 
ducing Mans depraved Nature ; theſe 
Infernal Spirits, Iſay, are no more ca- 
pable 'of the goodneſs of God, but on- 
ly of that paſſive Divine Juſtice, which 

is the juſt deprivation of themſelves 
of [that happy eſtate rhey too ſoon did 
ſadly fall from, who by their ambiti- 
ous aſpiring, did wholly ſubvert them 
ſelves. Now the Almighty does vin- 
dicate himſelf it! the infinite perfeti- 
on of his own divine Nature, where: 
by he does exert his mighty Power, 
and that by keeping the Devils under 
the juſt puniſhtment of evil, who could: 
not be kept in, norany way reduc'd to 
the praCtice of good; and ' thus the 
Lord does make them ſuffer his divine: 
will, when he could not make them to 


per- 
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perform and-do it. For the Devils 
trom the reflexive goodneſs of. their 
own created Nature ., did flie in 
the face of the Majeſty. of Heaven. 
"Hence indeed their created Perfett- 
ons and natural Excellencies did re- 
coil back with the greateſt ingrati- 
tude, arid the moſt daring force of in- 
ſolence on the Supreme Donor of all 
their wonderful endowments ; ſo that 
you evidently fee thar the Apoſtare 
Angels did ſhut themſelves out of 
Heaven, they being caſt out for-their 
inſulring Pride, and .the conſequent 
lin ofa high Rebellion. Andchusin 
this very way, 'and manner, they did 
become their own Judgment, and that 
by being out of God, and at defiance 
with him, and fo they did receive a 
proportionate puniſhment in an eter- 
nity of ſufferings ; as our Saviour him- 
ſelf pronounces the {ad Doom, and fa- 
tal Sentence on the diſobedient with 
them, as you may read it in Marth. 25. 
41. Depart from meye eurſed into evers 
laſting fire, prepar*d for th: Devil and 
his Angels, Now as for the prepara- 
tiori of Hell, I fully perſwade my 
ſelf, it was the work of the Rebel-crea- 
ture, more'than _— great Creator ; 


wn. © 
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.and Mans ſin'and. enniityagainlt God 
'd1d beget thus ,punitive act, which 
;was:: truly conſequential. from the 
4apſe of theſe exalted Creatures : for 
- that which-we call angerin Man, does 
-wholly -take-its riſe[ from. its proper 
- Object : .now this could not pollibly be 
inherent. in:the true and-eſfential na- 
ture ofthe Divinity, for there are not 
any paſſions /in God, and there was no 
_ :Anger/ heard of, noſuchthing during 
 tthe Hexameron, or {x (Qayes work of 
Creation, that we can, or:do read of ; 
foratthattume, the Almighty did pro- 
 Mounce'this Judgement of his Works, 
an Gen. .att.i And God ſaw all that be 
had made. mas good ; neither can we 
amagine*thtre-was any divine diſplea+ 
dure on:tHhe Sabbath day ;- neither can 
-we make any reaſonable conjecture 
-for it, unleſs_4Adam did prophane the ho: 
ly Sabbath, and diſobeyid- that ſolemn 
Command--bf nor eating at one and 
the lame time, ſo that from hence. pu» 
niſhment does take 1ts riſe and com- 
E ments; 404 the-lad preparation of Hell 
 - was occation'd by: thisAtrange at: of 
=. ' . the Lordsjthat of his punitive juſtice, 
and-thexaln Angels:mwft of nedeflity 
make»tteir>own Hell: :ifinge-it could 
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fot but be co-zval with their heavy 

fall-: 'as the Poets Fable does ſuggett 

the Moral, That TJup#ter o_ 
down headlong, Yulcan ' did- breat 
two Mountains aſunder, atid ' ſo did 

tnake 4 middle Place for him; he vio- 

ently falling: into a Gulph, or Abyſs 

of Miſery. Now a proper reſemblance }. 
of a region of horrour, we have plain= 

ly diſcoveted from Lake 16; 26. 

where Abraham aſſures the rich 

jan; thar there is a great gulph fixed, 

hired nuar x; wie 14outt irene ru, There 1s 

a*pteat Chaſm made, and occaſ1z 

ited by horrid fin, and impiety; 

So that they that would brve a paſſage 

made from hence to you , cannot, net- 

ther can they paſs to ##s that would come' 
from' thence. Now from hence we 

may' very ſafely infer what a deplos 

fable condition fin brings Angels, and 

ſo it likewiſe does Men into : aid what 

an 1ncreaſe of miferies this condition 

of enmity and ſinning againſt God does 

bepet, and as unhappily prodtice and 

ods So that Hell it ſelf is on- 


"Gods neceſſary execution of the 
Creatures voluntary a&, and'the_de- 
truſion of him intothi wet a mis 
krable eftate; that: indeed being no 


T 2 more 


| 
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more than'the compenſation ofpunitive 
juſtice, and that by giving, and cou- - 
ferring on ſinful Man his own. So 
that the Almighty can. be really {aid 
to be no more ſevere in his unwilling 
at of Damnation of any individual 
rſon, than a juſt Judge of Aſliſe is 
or the declarative ſentence of con. 
demnation on a guilty perſon,in which 
he does not hang the Felon, but oo 
ſhews how he truly hangs himlſelt. 
Since there is no fin but which is natu- 
rally its own ſcourge, and all miquity 
becomes its own rod, and puniſhment ; 
{o that every criminal proves his own 
Lictor, and the ſole author of his own 
calamity, & thus brings fuel toencreaſe 
the moſt ſcorching flame. . And this is 
the {ad occaſion of our Saviours pathe- 
tical expoſtulation with his Auditors, 
and not only with them, but with che 
whole world, Why they would ſo violently 
purſue the wayes of death ? and that they 
would not come anto hin; that they might 
heve life, as in Joh.5. 40. For God | 
hinders none from the uſe of the means, 
and that in order to. eternal life, and 
lalvation, And laftly, I might here 
preſent to you another moſt cogent 
Argument, why the faln Angels could 
not 
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not be re-inſphear'd into their Primi- 
tive: bleſſed condition, becauſe they 
had their hnite, and ultimate perfect 
on in their Creation, which Mankind 
certainly had not, and ſo they fallin 

trom. their farſt ſtate, did as ſoon fa 
from the means too : which poor Man 
did not, for he was fully aſſur'd of a 
ſupport by the gracious Promiſe of 
Mercy through Chriſt, as ſoon as he 
prevaricated, and fell from God by dil- 
obedience : And ſince no particular 
man 15debarr'd from the moſt nece(- 
ſary help of che means of Gods infinite 
Mercy inthe Goſpel; We ſhould all 
therefore from hence receive the grea- 
teſt encouragement to declare our 
Chriſtian Principles, by that of our 
Prattice, and that by living up in obe- 
dience- to all Gods Commands and di- 
vine Laws, Though the teachers of 
abſolute Predeſtination think it nor 
truly neceſſary ; for I know, there isa 
Sect of men 1n the world, who have, 


| and do entertain an invincible pre- 


dice againſt Evangelical Precepts , 
(as being difficult, and almolt i= 
poſſible: to be obey*'d, and tuly x: 
mitted ' to) for this Generation-of 
Men. introduce them on the ſtage af\. 
T 3 the * 
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the World, with' a: very auſtere: and 
dreadful face of ſeverity,” when in 
truth,” the: Commands of our-bleſſed 
Saviour under the Goſpel, donor car- 
Ty ſo formidable an. aſpeCct, and fo af- 
frighting an appearance,as the enemies 
ro them'do preſent them with, when 
fris only fear, combining with . a ready 
prejudice againſt Goſpel Duties,” and 
Commands, which prompts to the 
greateſt” diſſuaſives #rom a- due per; 
formance. of them. :Thus theſe Mens 


united - prejudices do Jay and ein 
Wt h 


ax impoſitions and troubles to th 
loul.''?Tis this makes Chriſts yoke the 
heayier,- when ?cis not duty, bur un: 
willingneſs that adds'the preſſore and 
the burthen ro them. So 'that: the 


yy 


Ft hee and purer part'of the! Go- 


pel; becomes not fo-grievous in itſelf, 
ur im' the opinion; 'and prejudicated 
fancies of men ; and the:ſeemingiditf- 
eulty of Divine Precepts/is rais'd, and 
advanc'd only by the power and/force 
of a vain imagination; fo that it is only 
conceit of that raiſes bliſters, and:galls 
the. hearts of Chriſtians; more ifideed 
than our Saviours facile and eaſie yoke 
does, ſince the duties of the Goſpebare 
not fohard ro be prafti&'d, Re 
COT OT Bu ws 77,5 ho 
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the great Mandartes' of Heaven '{o un> 
reafGnable, as not to be obey d, as isſ0 
familiarly, and rely pretended 
by fome; "who perfetly reſolve” to ob- 
ſerve few or Foo Now the Goſpel 

is the great- Magazin of our ſtrength, 
br whence we' may fetch fo great 
Auxiliaries, andfreſh ſupplies of Grace 
ant! help, as will eaſily filence the pre- 
tended Plez-6f Mans difiÞility. And 
thought muſt be readily” Conifelt that 
from the Principles of debilitated na- 
ture, we cannot perform all thedivine 
Commanids, fo that this ſhould inſpi- 
rit our dull and unaQtive tempers to 

fiſt in thoſe paths, chat afſuredly 
cad to the bleſſed and promiſed Land 
the trac Heavenly Cana We ſhould 

nor therefore call up; and excite freſh 
Ties after Opyors and Garlick, ſince 
the DoRrines'sf the Goſpel bf Grace; 
do-n6t forbid! any Kind Iota and 
juſt enjoymerts. - 'Chri Preceprsdg 
& cry the” Fepilfa demands of the 
rite; but'6nly its tuxuties, and' ri- 
ig 3 the one, the Storcks even Hearhens 
wiltinforia 460, was _—_ o it NA 
thre; rhevil & introducid þ rhe Fall, 
by the de beweoieren f Nan 
50 that che Uefigh « of _ hy Coti- 
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| mands did not only ſuperadd ap excel- 
lency , but a ria aloe 
men. For Goſpel injunctions, are the 
beſt and fitteſt Bridles to reſtrain the 
exorbitancies of corrupted nature, and 
mildly to correct its rage,. and 1npe- 
ruous fury ; for it daily and viſibly ap- 
pears, . that the vapoyrs and fumes 
that ariſe from crude indipeſtec 
loads of meat and drink, do- but 
cloud the cleareſt intelle&, and quite 
obſcure our reaſon, and bring a diſmal 
darkneſs and forgetfulneſs on the 
minds of men. Nay, they convert a 
rational Being into a meer Animal, 
for excels does only feed the Beaſt, 
and thus ſtarve the Man. Now 
the Inſtitution of Goſpel-Precepts 
(the oblervation of | which the Do- 
Erine of conditional Eletion does re- 
quire and imply) was chiefly and prin- 
Eipally 1otended to mortifie the inſult- 
ing power of the fleſh, to uſher in the 
gue reſtraints thereof, and not to in- 
fame the ſenſual appetite, and that 
by a greater acceflion of fuel to 
increale 1ts rage. So that our bleſſed 
Saviour did not come to root out the 
nate Principles of the ſoul, but to 
Cut off the great and growing luxurt- 
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ances 'of them, and all to withdraw 
the heart frqm the corrupt intereſt of 
che fleſh ; . ſince the byalſs and tenden- 
cy of the ſoul does moſt incline, and 
runs violently this way. - Now Chri- 
ſtian Religion does not in this little 
Vineyard of the Lord eradicate the fa- 
culty, butonly abſcinds the toonume- 
rous exorbitancies and excreſcencies 
of it ; the intent is to: prune the Bran- 
ches, not. to deſtroy the Roots: for 
Chriſt in. the Goſpel does nat preſcribe 
the cutting off of right hands, and the 
pulling out of right eyes, but only to 
' divide between mens ſouls, and their 
beloved fins, . which many times are 
as dear to' them, as the moſt tender 
members. of their Bodies-;z' for now 
God expeAs no Limb, but rather the 
fin of the ſoul to, be cur off, and no part, 
but of the Bady.of the old Man of Sin 
within us; and_there. js..no_neceſſity 
under the Goſpel of pulling. out 'right 
ces, but the removing the ſinful glan- 
ces, the irregular - and ;viler; motions 
thereof. And herel may very juſtly 1n- 
terrogate, why menſhould gratifierhe 
molt importumate cravings of their 
; A appetites , | more. than they 
0. the ſolljcitations of; their ronlond 
| or 
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bms bf che {ſadieffeRts of the former, in 
theiltand fatal conſequences. of i inten. 
ance iO ſelf! ''For why ſhould we re- 
Iſh ſober reaſons diftartes ſo much! 
ab to condeſcehd! ro the ſuggeſtions of 
our grofſerfacultiey? for mult the more 
brute ſh erprevall? and thus 
eheBea(F4b{6lu 
Mani wid lift we Tordly” indulge 
t0tthoſs- viletcontupifcenites; -thatare 
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a, 


 eftly argue with ſome men, as Baldwifs 
A dig did with his Maſter Why doſt 
oad me to hy own 
ruine ? why doſt thou toad me with 
ſuch a weizhr of luxury and Choc? 
that I auft needs ſtagger and fall un- 
der my burden and heavier preſſure? 
So that not only Gods -Divine Law, 
but that of Nature ſeems to withſtand 
and oppoſe us 1n eur too eager 
ſuits after fin, and rior; for'all SG 
ous mens- lives are rather, the 
tranſtripts ofthe 'Twrkiſh Alroran; i 
of Gods- ſacred Word, who indeed ei 
joy their imaginary” Heaven here by 
this World'; - whictfis really tobe 
immerſt-in- all ſenſial impur tmpurities and 
Hutiofstand t men do' for 
_ fancy to- heme ſach a Pi fa 
diſe, as the Makon 1m ee bo 


thou prick and S 


ders' 4nd pro DOE, y Wig, —_ 4 

Profelytes;- whi E'Fpi 
cures: -delighrit n, Lp chis'* manner 
do compleat't their $0*meirt, and theit” 


Hell: on-:-Earcho1t 
been [diſtours'd- cothing + 
fects of: intenperance! 
may - be&:as welÞy 


ne = 
Ing othef nd Þ} 
ceprs pr ee | 
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ſapprefſfing of 2 Spirit of malice and 
revenge ; which indeed ſo {irict a 
Dodtrine of our bleſſed Saviour, ſome 
men do as vainly explode,rhey ſo unrea- 
ſonably pretending, that this aſſertion 
does repeal, and wholly reverſe the 
very zaftinQs of the Law of Nature ; 
for this does ſeem to be as many Mira- 
cles propas'd, as there be different 
tempers and conſtitutions of men in the 
World : ſothat it is commonly alledg- 
£d,. That this is a DoArine very fitly 
adapted to the pitiful humour of faint 
and: degenerate Spirits, who. breath 
forth nothing but cowardice and fear, 
whoſe ſouls.do ſeem as ſoon to fly out 
of their Bodies, | as reverberated Air 
Joes from the. quicker motion of their 
Lungs. Hence ſome. tos fp 
PR TH that thiSGoIPet-Law 
of being humble and meek, is:to be real- 
ly. ſervile and ſordid, and thus to bear 
one .injury 1s, really to invite and re- 
queſt another.; . this-is. but to beſpeak 
new: wrongs,..and freſher aſſaults of 
unkindneſs.. _ : Now, zl this, muſt be 
acknowledg'd to. be, the bolder voice 
of FOrrue -natyre, . or rather the 
weak and infirm arguments ofthe moſt 
paſlionate and malicious perſons, who 
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become 1o exceeding ſenſible of 1mju- 
ries, which many tunes have no other 
ſubſiſtence, than what 1s deriv'd from 
a curiouſly working imagination: for a 
meer buſie fancy will give birth and 
being to many of them, and this adds 
Feathers to the Arrows which could 
Not flie, nor penetrate mens breaſts and 
hearts before, *tis only a meer conceit 
muſt inform us that we are really 
wounded, and deeply injur'd by ©6- 
thers ; thus when mendo look at the 
wrong end of a Glaſs, they ſtill mul- 
tiply and add to any thing that looks 
but like a wrong. So that the mali- 
cious man does but ſpinand weave his 
torment out of his own Bowels ; he 
does anticipate his ſuffering 1n his very 
crime, thereby infliting due puniſh- 
ment on himſelf, and he unhappily be- 
gins his Hell here, by conſtantly living 
1n the fire & flame:Now the purer Do- 
arine of Chriſt, and the mild precepts 
of the Goſpel, muſt never be efteem'd 
ſtri& and unreaſonable. ſince they car 

the greateſt aptitude and agree kibel 
to, and with our rational natures. And 
ſince the very conſtitution of Man does 
include the power of reaſon, as well 


as that inferiour and ſubſervient one of 
ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, we ſhould fubmit to irs ſove- 
raignty; and-ſobecome obedient to the 
commands ofa Superiour ;; . we ſhould 
nottherefore'be drawn away by the vi- 
olent inſtigation of ſenſe, and ſenſual 
deſires, and thoſe pitiful little appetites 
of revenge, which ſhould rather be di- 
verted; and fer againſt their proper ob- 
jeas, ourfins, and deſperate iniquiries. 
might alſohere prefent you with the 
great equity andthe ſtrict obligations 
ofthe moſt pureand holy injunctions of 
the' bleſſed reſis under the Oeconomy 
of the -Gofpel,' but 1 muſt confine my 
Kifto my engaged Province. 
ey Re ANTE» th 
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27. TR OM- what I have ſo largely 
: þ di{courſt of, we may quickly 
diſcover the ' great-preheminence the 
polition of canditional -Degreves: hath 
beyond that'of abſolute ' ones: the for- 
mer does {trictly requireah entire uni- 
form fanRity of life, -*ris ſuch as does 
carry the moſt undeniable obligations 
tothe moſtregular piety1n our Chrt- 
ſtian courſe ; whiles on the other hand, 
the Libertines of the Age -make uſe of 
the opinian of irreſpeQtive Predeſtina- 
tion, as -the moſt plauſible and war- 
rantable plea for the Careleſs neglett 
of praCtical duties- inthe [general tract 
of their converſation. - -Nay, ſomewill 
produce 'this ſo: perniciqus an aſſertion 
tolegitimate the vileſt impurities, and 
to juſtifte the-perpetration-of the- mot 
enormous-- Crimes ; for-: ſuck- is | the 
force of - this. horrible” .cachantment, 
that it animates menionto. attempt. a- 
ny thing; and they proclaim aloud, that 


this 
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this ſaving Dottrine of Saintſhip (as 
they term 1t ) will truly conſecrate and 

hallow the fouleſt prophanations in 

their lives and aQions; nay ſome in 

the world preſume higher, that their 

moſt horrible crimes cannot reſcind, 

or cancel the immutable Decree of Di- 

vine EleQion ; ſo that on the too great 

confidence of this known Antidote, 
. many now ſtill are, and have been en- 
courap*d to imbibe, and ſwallow down 
the moſt-deadly and deftruQtive Poy- 
ſons and Errors, which | yet unavoi- 
dably will work their {adder ruine 
and deſtruction: for certainly there 
can be no antecedent decree of the Al. 
| mighty, that does infallibly ſeal and 
NH —_— men'to everlaſting ſalvation, 
3 thereby 'to embolden men readily to 
| Sage in the moſt notorious, and vi- 
leſt praQtices. For this fatal Tenet does 
ſet up, and unhappily erect a quite 
contrary and counter-diſcipline to that 
of the Goſpel, as does clearly appear 
from Titmws'2. 11. For the grace of God 
(that is, the DoCtrine of the Goſpel 
of Grace) which bringeth ſalvation, hath 
appeared unto'all men, teaching and fully 
inſtraiting us'to deny all ungodlineſs, and 
worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righte- 


ouſly, 
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pnſly, and godly in this preſent world, In 
which la't Verſe, is included the epito- 
me and ſumm of a Chriſtians duty, 
borh-towards God, His Neighbour, and 
himſelf : For, *ris moſt evident from 
holy Writ, 4n this grand Charter of 
Gods Mercy, in theſe records. of un- 
doubted Truth, That there does not 
occur the leaſt clauſe importing, or a+ 
ny way ſignifying an immunity from 
the conſtant performance of all Gol: 
pel duties, neither is there any thing 
tending 1n the holy Scriptures to can- 
cel and diſannul Gods Commands, or 
 1n order to free us from a {trit and Re- 
ligious obſervance of the ſame ; and 
here none ſhould lay too great weight 
on their confidence of their being Pre« 
deſtinated to eternal life , when tis 
ſo ealie to. perceive, that their wy 
ground-work will fail them ; and fo 
miſerably deceive, arid betray them 
at laſt, For the Devil does cun- 
ningly contrive this fatal treachery, 
thereby to undermine, and thus eter- 
nally to ruine Mens immortal fouls: Ler 
no Sectaries whatſotever then adven- 
ture to turn and become fo much Chy-" 
miſts, as to extract a confidence of fu- 
ture happineſs out of very unlikely ins 
Oy gredi- 
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gredients,. and Predeſtinarian Princi- 
ples. For {if Heathens themſelves who 
did own and acknowledge a Supreme 
Power, by the very ſtrength of reaſon ; 
did live up/as you have heard in my 
former Diſcourſe, to their native Reli- 
gion, and thoſe. impreſſions of Piery 
they did bring along with them in- 
to-the World, all which was done 
in 2 due: obedience to the Law of Na. 
ture. How- much more ſhould Chri. 
 ſtians exceed them 1a the conſtant ex- 
erciſe, of Evangelical Commands and 
Preſcriptions. Now what the Hea- 
thens did, it was from the meer in- 
ftin&tofhumaniry ; and ſhall not Chri- 
ftians do much more from an enliven- 
ning Principleof Divine Grace ? Nay, 
many of the {ſtricter Moraliſts, did live 
ſomueh up-to that natural light of the 
foul ſbining forth in the Law of Na- 
ture, and. the: fame refletted in emi- 
nent as of Heroick. vertue, that ſome 
learned Men have been prompted to 
a full belief, that theſe ſuffering the 
 fevereft and moſt exquiſite Torments, 
| nay, Death. it ſel, Vertues aks 
have receiv'd the bleſſed, rewar 
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dowd their lives ink ready atteſtation 
of this fundamental Truth, ofthe E- 
ternal Being and Diyinity of 4 God 3 
and ſhall ſuch Mens Perſons: be regis 
ſtered far their moſt vertuous aQtions ! 
and have their: Names only earoll'd un 

" the Catalogue of Martyrs ; Why tlien 

ſhall ſome daringChriſtians ra{hlygon- 

demn the purer Heathen for theiramo- 


ral virtues ? pee hope ta be abſolv'd 
_ themſelves, and thatin being guilty-of 


the worlt of Yieas ? *Tis ſtrange ment 
ſhould ſo violently commend 7 the 
ſplendid aid glorigqus Title of being 
call'd Chriſtians, when they ſhall ap< 
pear concern'd in the commiſian of 
ſuch deteſtable a&ts as plainly denom 
nate them to be nane at all. And 
who are infinitely out=done by .meer 
eathens in their practices. So that 


* 


how it may be here urg'd; apd-eil+ 
quir'd, what ſhall, and 13 become of 


all thols moſt ancient Heroe's ſo mes 
morable and famous for truly vertu- 
ous atchievements. For they were 
never under the yifible covenant.of 
Gods Grace and Mercy, and ſo cot» 
Tequently; they were nat capable of 
falyation by Chriſt, | I anfwer, "That 
our hicfſed' Lord was the Saviour ofall 
79) U 2 Men, 


Men; but'eſpeciallyof then hat truly” 
beheve in him "> and 'that the infinite” 


Wiſdom of the Father, did -by the 


written in ſuch mens*hearts'; I'ſay he 
did thereby bring milltitudes inte a 


ſtate of ſalvation, 7 virtute. meriti Chri- 
ſtr, yohom he could not bring [ub pre-- 


F 


rogahtud virtutis'meriti,' that 1s, under 


the ſaving- power of Chriſts Merits, 
which does confiſt- in the: due preach- 
mg, andas ready hearing and receiving 
of his ſacred Word, and inthe due ad- 


miniſtratiop and uſe of the bleſſed Sa- 


craments :-fſo that it may be truly ſaid, 
and {afely affirnd of all thoſe refin'd 
Moral Philoſophers, and'eminent Pro- 
| feſſors of virtuous 'and Moral a&ions; 
as our bleſſed Saviour did 'pronounce 
of the young man in the Goſpel, That 
they were- zot far from the Kjugdon 


of Heaven, For indeed the' Law of 


Naturewas the Baſis and Foundation 
on which our Saviour himſelf, and all 
his Apoſtles did build; and ſuperſtruQ 
the moſt elevated Precepts under the 
Goſpel ;;":1o, that there is nothing 
enjoyn'd/in the one; but what is' per- 
fetly agreeable, and conſonant to, and 


withtheorher; For Chriſt did noten- 


deavour 


Book of ' Nature, and the Law thereof 
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deavour.. to. raiſe a: new ſttuQture of 
Principles on, the; ruine;of. Moſes his 
Law ; hedid only deſign. toclear that 
Glaſs, that it ugh. adminiltef'a more 
plentiful light, ,and {o it. tight more 
eminently, diſcover. the traſt fpots and 
blemiſhes of our, depraved ture; nei- 
ther did our Seed Saviour intend to | 
rob his | peculiar” people the Jews, of 

this Jewel, but he,did come, and make 
ir bis bulineſs,only to. cleanſe it, that 
ſoit might ſparkle forth irs die and ge- 
nuine luſtre, and thus. irreſiftably re: 
fe their ſeveral im perfeQXiors; and 
their, greateſt deformities 1n their ve - 
ry faces, ;.. So that you "may clearl 
IFe that every mans duty in rhe al- 
nolt wora out - and eras'd lines of the 
old Law, was.to be renewed, and 16 
carefully preſerved. under the Goſpel, 
but however with the addition, and 
greater advantage. of new and freſh 
colours, drawing nearer tothe life 1n 
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| makeuseverlaſtingly happy : for ifthe 
| cordials of Gods ſaving Grace, do loſe 
| their deſigned effeQ,, the fault is notin 
'F the Phyſician, but only in the ſtomach 
| of the Patient, neither are the means 
| of the Divine Goodneſs to. be blam'd, 
| or complain'd of, which makes a cure 
' in one perſon, becauſe they do not o- 
vercome the ſame Dilcaſe in another, 
which only by the Patieats Error innot 
uſing the preſcribed means aright, be: 
comes truly mortal. As no man hath a 
greater interelt in the ſin of 44am, than 
another; fo the Spirit of God.in the Co- 
venant of Grace, does reach redempti- 
on as much- and as freely to one mag 
as to another : forthe Almighty would 
have all mento be Taved, for it is not 
the power of original, but of aCtu- 
al ſin and iniquity prevailing againſt 
the blefſed means of redemprtion- by 
| Grace, brings and procures ruine and 
damnation to ofie perſon, rather than 
toanother. And new here LOmga be 
rempted to enter into a laxge field 0/ 
diſcourſe erogerting ths nature of Q- 
riginal Sin; 1.ſhall briefly infilt on it,be- 


caule Tome have made the Doftrine 


1 thereof the unhappy - foundation of 
building the "hy 7 of -Gods 
E.-7 u4 abto- 
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abſolute Reprobation of -men upon..; 7 
ad moſt of the Germaz Divines have 
taru 


A Difcourſe of the . 


| this' Article of Original ſin into 
all their Syſtems, and TraQs of Di- 
yinity, making it the great ſupport of 
this new, and horrible Do&trine of 
Gods politive, and abſolute rejeftiog 
bf men for Adams fin; which ſaid Do-. 
Arine "was: nat known for the firlt 
Tour hiiridred years in the Church, till 
near S. Auſtin's time; And this way 
run the Sublapſarian Doors, doing vi- 
olence' to. many places of holy Scri- 
pture, and all to countenance, to give 
credit and reputation to their eſpous'd 
Opinion. And when men of theſe 
Fridclples. cannot untie ſome knots, 
and ſolve ſome difficulc jntricate pla- 
tes and Texts in ſacred Writ; they pre- 
ſently flie. to the Dodrjne of Gods ab 
ſolute Decfees thinking: to remove of 
difficulty ' by propoſing. a greater ; 
but we'muſt here know; That where 
a falſe pr 1 rg is the ground of dil- 
pures, -t he Proceſs muſt needs be infi- 
nite, uiefs* you 'can' derive it from 
the Fountain of Error, which certainly 
muſt. be.this, That men become liable 
£60 eternal "damnation, 'and ſo. ſuffer 
it by reaſon of that met) Poarifaea, 
ET that 
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that old impiety which was in Adam, 
the firſt Parent of Mankind. Which 
is that ſtain of honour which tainted 
the purity of the blood of our firſt Pa- 
rents, fothat their Poſterity have ſuf- 
tered an abatement or diminution, till 
they were reſtored by the royal Grace 
in the' redemption by Jeſus Chrilt. 
Now what was 44ams perional ſin, 
cannot properly be ſaid to be ours. 
For (in is not the affection of an unt- 
verſal Nature, as the humanin Adam 
was ; for tranigreſſion you know 1s a 
breach of ſome Law, which not the 
Nature, but individual . perſons are 
oblig'd ta obey, and which nature of 
\ It. ſelf . cannot break, but only fingle 
perſonsdo ; 4Fiones according to that 
known' Axiome being ſuppoſitorium ; 
therefore ſuch men do Righly impeach 
Gods juſtice, that ſo audaciouſly af- 
firm, tharthe Almighty will, or may 
condemn , millions of. Souls ro eternal 
puniſhment for Ads. fin; for there 
| was no conſent of humarie nature to it, 
but meerly of Adam 5-and where there 
is no conſent, there can be'no tranſpref” 
_ ſion, becauſe there 1s no formal aQ 
.jmplied in order to it. Forthe Arpu- 
ment runs thus, If Mankind any 
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Will then to fin, it was free, or not 

tree? If any one ſhall fay that Mans Will | 

was not free,.then he could not poſli- 
l 


&, 
web: guilty of that firſt iniquity ; for 
yhat becomes natural, and ſo unavoi- 
dable, deprives men of the liberty of 
their Wills : and on the other ſide, if 
mens Walls were then free, they might 
equally diſcover their dilſent toward 
the commiſhon of evil, the nature of 
freedom conliſting in an indifferency 
to either extream. If it be replied, 
Thar our cofiſent to fin mult be caken 
in by way of interpretation, that our 
Wills were included, and involved in 
that of Adzms ; then by the ſame pari- 
ty of reaſon, we mult be adjudp'd guil- 
ty of all the fins which Az did com- 
mit ; fince wewere all in him tauguer: 
ix radice, as in the root, as inchis loins : 
We ſhould not: then entertain ſuch 


direful orogs of an infinitely : 
gracious God, that from all Eternity 


ſhould tonfign Millions of Men to 
perpetual Torments for Adams ſingle 
tranſgrefſion : .if it were fo, we ſhould 
certainly have had ſome intimations of 
this in the Scripture. Our bleſſed Sa- 
viour does not mention one word of 
it in it, neither does the leaſt beam _ 

c 


the light of his Doftrine —— in 

the whote firmament 'of G 
and not one tittte occurs of it in vl 
the four Evangelifts. So that the fic 
of 44am cannot poſfibly be impured 
unto us toeternal deſtruftion; for e- 
verlaſting Death was not at firſt threar- 
ned 'ro Ada for his own proper fin, 
2ndthen certainly the Lord did never 
decree. th afſisn Men their 'portion 
with "Devils. tor that, and no Man 
ſhall. be condemin'd. to the horrid pains 
of eternal” fire, but only fach 'whis 
have preparid and Srouphe fiel fot 
the Gimeby their aQtualtranfprefſions; 
andall'ts: Fhertate the Datne and fury 
nl Aer des, PRONE we loſt by - 
e find 'a greater advantage by 
Chit; "Wk Ws the River riſeth far 
Higher this the Foontain, infomuch, 
n SOL hurt bs Jon td! Hu. 
ine Natd obr firſt Parents fin, 
as poo pn Rane a ahd effete9 
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even of the bleſſed Jeſus, Gn 
ba whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall nst 
þ eternally. And {o.S. Chryſoftom 

xl F us exprelly in his third Homily on 
e Sixteenth, Chapter of S. Luke's Go- 
Ipel, That nat to know, and ſo to do the 
Divine will, and perform the Law of 
God, (10. which words. 15 included the 
IRE! and genuine nature, of Faith and 

. Belief 1n C of 11t) this only « ges Pro- 
duce the AS Wo of eternal ſalvati- 
on: For. it..can, no way, be, that that 
ns. labour ſhould be vain; and fruit- 
To who. conſtantly, employs himſelf, 
andis ſtill converſant in the exerciſe of 
the duties of :Chriſtian, Religion pre- 
ſcrib'd;.in the Goſpel. Let usnot then 
top firmly adbere to tlioſe fo deſtruc- 
| tive Mes 9 PRONy tional Elec; 


tion, . Te n.;be .cxCis . 
ted. to run Wy $72 Hoy is} Fn 
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power, and. aby I 0 tO. Foe .Far,, 1 
vitable 
LH d be but 


{bs 
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nal truths contained in | Gods holy. - 
word, that come within the verge of 
our cognizance and' knowledge? why: 
ſhould we: follow the Precepts-to a 
good and vertuous life? It weſhall nor 
be partakers of the rich Promiles of 
the Goſpel, ſetled and entailed on our 
obedience thereunto ? For 1t God in- 
joins a duty which we cannot per- 
form, then the propoſal 1sas vain, as 
the endeavour is fruitleſs. Why then 
ſhould we be earneſtly exhorted'to the 
keeping of the Divine' Law, (which 
tully imports a due regard to all Gods 
ſacred Commands ). Why Tay ſhould 
we be continually incourag'd to aſpire 
after the knowledge of the Lords Will? 
all which ſhould be exemplified in the 
real practice of it? if we ſhall not at 
laſt reap the bleſſed fruit of all, and that 
inan eſtate of eternal happineſs ? Nqw 
the Laws of all civil and well order'd 
Communities and Cities have ſtill Re- 
wards and Penalties annext to them, 
all which indeed do inſpirit and 
give the greateſt ſtrength and vigour 
to a Law; and certainly then men. 
' cannot imagine, that ſuch ample re- 
wards as are /propos'd in the ſacred 
Scriptures toallure them to'the prac- 
el, tice 
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t'no, the miſerable condition of the 


. tobe happy, and that by not obeying 


tice of yertue, and the leycreſt mens- 
ces to; deter them from fin and vice, 
thattheſe are only Mor-w's, meer Bug- 


_ bears, axthe other to be but the images | 


of the reality of Gods Bleſſings ? -if 


©, this would create 2 perfect con- 


tempt of all Divine Sanctions, and 
etber- well conſtituted Laws, and ſo 
ickly- ſuggeſt -2 nop-oblervance of 
mz, and can 'we-entertain a beliet 


have the appendant Promiſes, theſe 
. Rals of b) 


ammext-to our obed1- 
ence; and; the threagnings of divine 
|= pen for the contrary (thele in- 

ed quickening the dead Letter of 
the Law into life) I fay, can we ratio- 
nally ſuppoſe, that a Body of ſuch di- 
vine Taititutions ſhould barely reflect 
ſhadows ? that they ſhall preſent us 
only with meer appearances for ſub- 
Rantial truths and ſolid bleſſings ? ſure- 


damned: in Hell, can ſpeak forth the 
contrary, and that by their louder cla- 
Gn and lol by ae Onrprol of ther 

y the ſharpneſs of their 
ſufferings, -and from the violence of 
their acute torments in their refuſing 


" the 
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the Laws of Chriſtianity, and that by PY 
not embracing the Promiſes, and the ; 
repeated overtures of Mercy thrqugh 
Chriſt. And theſe wretches du- 
ly reflecting on thoſe facile terms {al- 
vation might have been once had, and 
readily. obtained; The ſerious coal 
deration of refuſing Gods gracious 
Promiſes, and contemning all his Di- 
vine Threats, this brings new ſtings, it 
infuſcth freſh Acrimony into their 
Cup, it gives a keener edge to,milery, 
and that to wound the ſoul withal. 
Now on the other hand, what can we 
juſtly ſuppoſe ſhould be the great de. 
ſign and end of Gods threatmings uni+ 
verſally denounc'd in the Scripture a- 
inft all fin, and impenitent ſinners ? 
*or all Gods Menaces are conditional ,as 
well as his gracious Promiſes are. And 
the Lord hath plainly propos'd a way, 
* to avoid his moſt aſtoniſhing terrors, 
uy area ane of io wrath, and 
at by a quickand ſpeedy turning 1n- 
to. IE ke way —_ raths of holineſs 
and ri htcouſneſs, whuch we have tog 
long deviated from. But now where 
gentle and milder applications will 
not work their intended effe&t and 


cure, ſharper, ingredients poſſibly 
may 
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way, for where Cordials and lenitives 
will 'nor' prevail, corrofives and cau- 
Ricks many times do.: the acutenels 
of 'Goads muſt be exercis'd on Beaſts ; 
and tercors, and threatnings muſt be 
us'd,. where men. are become as ſtupid 
and brutiſh'; ſo that if Gods Mercies 
will not invite, the Menaces of the Go- 
oe may poffibly ſtartle, 'yea at laſt at- 
right men 1nto Goodneſs 3 now what 
method imaginable more perſuaſive, 
and convincing can there be us'd to- 
wards rational Creatures, and that of 
more force and energy, than the Di- 
vine Promiſes and interminations are ? 
. to thatif ſome more inflexible tempers 
of men ſhould be enrag'd by propo- 
fing the terrors of the Lord, that like as * 
a Cancer in nature, they ſhould be 
more exaſperated by the application ' 
of mild and emollient remedies, ris a 
clear and evident ſymptome, that ſuck 
are 'mortified members, in Religion ; 
and pray what then remains, but that 
immedicabile uulnus eaſe recidendum, a 
gangrene muſt be cut off, left it make. 
a4 Body of mortification.? fo that there 
is nothing left toll impenitent and ob- 
durate ſinners, bot a fearful expeQati- 
oft, and looking for of Gods wrath, as 
It 
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it is ſufficiently threatned in Heb, 10. | 

27. For whar ſhall become of the da- 

fing atid reſolved finner, when the 

Lord ſhall appear in a hoſtile manner, 

arn''d with the greateſt ſtrengrh and 

acceſſion of fury, attended with a nu- 

' merous compatriy of his Judgements ? 

and rhus come forth with all the ſacred 

Artillery 'of Goſpel-threats againſt 

ſuch nien, how ſhall they be ſtruck 

with perfe@ horrour and amazement, 

then the boldeſt ſinner will too ſadly 

experimetit, That 2 is-4 fearful thing to 

fall rrito the hands of the lrving God, and 

thus become the ſacrifice of his wrath, 

who is a conſuming fire, as iti Heb. 12. 

29.. *Tis an infallible ſyrtiptome of a 

deplorable eſtate, when Men will learci 

_. no other way the inſtructions. of the 

4 Alotghty, than by the methods of his 
| hercelt anger, and thus only to read 
. the too legible CharaRers and Marks 

of his difpleaſure and indignation in 

his juſt Judgment on them.. * Now 

God invokes the moſt ſolemn wit- 

neſſes-. to teſtifie that he would nor, 

heither did he ever decree the death 

and deſtruQtion of any ſinner, as in 

Deat. $0. 19. I call Heaven and Earth 

fo record this day. againſt you; (that 1s 4 
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© I will produce an undeniable teſtimo- 
ny, I will work one Miracle more be- 
fore you. I will give a voice to inani- 
mate creatures, to ſpeak this great 
truth, That I have ſet before you, life 
and death, bleſſings .and curlſings, 
That I have given you a profpett both 
from Mount Eball, and Mount Ger:izim; 
therefore you have.a free Option and 
EleQion, chooſe rather /ife, that both 
thou and thy feed may live. Now ſince 
Men hear that God breaks out in thuns 
der by his dreadful terrors, and Divine 
threats ; why ſhould he then propoſe 
our Chriſtian duty all; along in the 


ſacred Text to be perform*d, and fo | 


fully acquaint all Mankind with the ve- 
ry particulars thereof, ( wherein their 
obedience 1s to be exerciſed ) if they 
are ſo impotent and ſo cripled by 4- 
 damsfall, as not to ſtir either hand oor 
foot towards the right. performance 
of their duty under the Goſpel. Cer- 
tainly men now are not poſleſt-with a 
ſpirit of 'infirmity, as the Woman is 
aid tobe in the Goſpel of S, Luke, the 
13:h. Chap. and the 11h, Ver/. that as 
ſhe was, mult Man be ſo bowed toge- 
ther, that in no. wiſe he can lift, up 
tumſelf, and allto walk in the pak 

24 Gods 


| to tend direftly no way but down- 


Gods Commandments. Surely though 
he did fall, yet he muſt not be lookt up- 
on to be inthe ſame condition with 
perſons that are 1n a deſperate Palſie, 
and ſo become unable to move a limb;if 
the Body wants ſufficient vigour to ac- 
tuateits members,it really remains thert 
rather a liveleſs trunk,than a Body;and 
if the ſoul is denied the uſe of its facul- 
| ties, it can ſcarce own, or prove its ve« 
ry Being ( forthe Body without thein- 
ward ſpring of motion is plainly dead ) 
and indeed the Soul ſeems to be loſt, if 
it- does not exert it {elf in the various: 
actings and operations of its powers, 
| the Underſtanding and Will, forcibly 
moving the Aﬀections, which are. 
commonly deſcribed to be the feet of 
the Soul, and ſo carrying a Man whi- 
ther he pleaſeth. Now if we cannot go 
one ſtep forward in the preſcribed way 
of Goſpel duty, this would be to make 
our Chriſtian Religion to be nothing 
elſe but an exaCt ſcene of pure vanity, 
and to make the nature of Man'to aflt. 
milate that of Stones, or grave Bodies, 


ward to its Center. If we have no 
power to do any thing inorder to the 


advancement of our eternal Salyation, 
X 2 then 
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cher we are mov'd only as Curious 
Machines, or dvnuarm , by anothers- 
hand, or by the force of extrinſick mo- 
tion, or rather all men do become hke 
the Celeſtial Bodies which (according 
to the opinion of ſome ancient Philo- 
fophers) having alſo aſſiſting intelli- 
gences to their Spheres, are moved in 


a.conſtant unalterable way and courſe. 
But now if Manis indued with any li- , 


berty of his Will, there muſt be af- 


fign'd a different modes, or manner of 


acting ; otherwayes the violent oppo- 


ſers of this truth, will be forc't to con- 
found that commonly known diſtincti- 
on in Metaphylicks, between a ne- 


_ ceſfary and a pure voluntary agent, 


whoſe prerogative it is, to do what it 
doth a&, with a freedom from coacti- 
on, and the leaſt violence, as allo from 
a neceſſity of immutability ; andthis is 
the birth-right priviledge of Man, 
which conſiſts in an equal poſhbility 
of ating, or not aQing, which only 
rational agents on Earth do truly en. 
joy. So neither 15 Mans Will fo faſt- 

ned, and tied up, and obliged by any 

Divine decree, to any action, that it ts 
not poſſible. for him toomit, or wave 


it; neither does rhe Lord propole any 


(. duty 


duty to be perform'd by us in his ſa- 
IF W1ll, 1n order to eternal life, bur 
by the joint. concurrence of divine 
Grace, cooperating with the human 
Will, it may .efeCtually be. done. 
For our Will now after the fall by 
Adam, 1n natural actions 1s as free as 
ever it was, and It 15 as really in ſpi- 


ritual ones, when it 1s made fo by 


Geds Spirit and his Grace. For meer 
nature could never effect that which is 
truly ſupernatural : beſides the  Al- 
mighty did never intend ( with due 
reverence be it ſpoken) fraudulently 
to impole on.his creature, *tis impoſſi- 


ble, and altogether unbecoming- the 


Majeſty of Heaven, to uſe ſuch weak 


 1mpoſtures, nexther can we reaſona- 

bly. mnagine,, that the great God of 
truth oO hath oblig'd, ani engag'd 
bis Veracity in his ſacred Word, wi'l 


ſtoop to take up ſugh ſervi'e and fal-. 


Jacious arts. ?Tis the great advan: 
tage” and iupereminent Dignity, thi3 
Doctrine of divine. Grace, concurring 
with our Wills, hath above all o:hers 
of pretended abſolute Necrecs, in that 
it tends to a higher, and more noble 
end jn uprightne(s and fanRXifcati m 


of life. For Gods Grace goes kindly - 
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moye the Will of Man to determine it 
ſelf; and it hath a joint co-efficiency 
in the due determination of it, beſides | 
its proper funCtion of a ready preven- 
tion of fin andevil, and as quick an ex- 
citation of the foul to good and pious 
ations. Now the Promiſes of the Go- 
{pel have an immediate eye, and aſpect 
on the performance of all Chriſtian 
duties, for the ſincere praftice of Pie- 
ty does ſtrongly confirm the truth and 
| belief of our Chriſtian Principles. 
And Gods ſpirit under the Goſpel ,ma- 
king a full exertion of its power, with 
our joint endeavours, will by its infi- 
nuating perſuaſive force, and Divine 
aſſiſtance, not only work mens hearts 
toa true ſenſe of, but to the ready per- 
formance of entire Evangelical obedi- 
ence, which is indeed the peculiar of- 
fice of Gods Spirit of Grace, under the 
diſpenſation of the Goſpel. of 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 


28. Þ Have now inſiſted the longer on 

this Topick, or head ot Dul- 
courle, and all to eſtabliſh the Doc- 
trine of irreſpective Decrees ; by rea- 
ſon I would not in any wiſe come 
within the leaſt cenſure or ſuſpicion, 
to have imbib'd that ſo pernicious a 
Principle of Pelagizs, (to wit ) that a 
man by the ſole and regulating power 
of his own Will and Reaſon can ob- 
tain everlaſting ſalvation ; the ready 
confeſſion of which Tenet, will make 
the great end of our Saviour's {uffer- 
gs, altogether ineffeftual and fruit- 
leſs; ſince eternal] life and happinels, 1s 
the ſole purchace of his All ſufficient 
Merits ; let us not therefore be fo 
horribly ſtupid, 2s not to become wiſe, 
and that, axto ſalvation ; let us never 
divide between the ſciends, and the 4- 
gendi of, and in Chriſtian Religion, 
whi-h have ſuchan inſeparable union 
en2 with the other, for the practice of 
X 4 the 
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the truths of -the Goſpel carries in its | 1 
nature an infallible cenfirmation of the Þ 
. real belief of themall; and the doing 
of our duty is the trueſt conſignation © 

to happineſs, and the only teſtimony 
that God does. give us of our EleQion 
unto exerlaſting Bliſs; and that we 


are Goas Children by Grace and Adopti- 


'"6x, So that it was an unreaſonable 
and cruel conjeJure of the ill-natur'd 
- Jews, that -no man that, had not the 
impreſs and ſignature of the Covenant 
of Circumcihion 'of the fleſh, ſhou]d be 
ever” admitted to everlaſting life 
( though he were never ſo Religious 
and truly devout). Thus as they paſt 
araſh cenſure on others, ' they vainly 
imagin'd that they did juſtifie them- 
ſelves ; 5 ſo that every Iſr aelite by the 
priviledge of his birth, and being de-. 


rived from Abr dldn?s Loins, ſhould 


inherit eternal happineſs ; that I ſay, 
they ſhould become free Citizens of 
Heaven , and of the new YJernſz 

lem. But we muſt now know and it 
ly underſtand, that it is riot they that 


are barely of Abr ahani? s Seed, but who 


can produce the fruits of a lively Faith, 


«as his was, ſhall obtain eternal mercies, 


"and inberi the Promiſes of Heaven ; 
| an tis 
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*tis not they that .after the fleſh, bur 
after the Spwit; do become the Sons 
of Abraham; it is not to live within thg 
Pa'e, and under the ſhadow of the 
Church, but to perform the ſubſtant- 
al duties of Chriſtian Religion, thar 
gives usthe beſt aſſyrance of being-made 
artakers of the bleſſings of it. In the 
Re manner when our bleſſed Savi- 


- 


© 


our's Diſciples return'd from their 
Embaſly,: propoſing terms of peace, 
and Articles of Reconciliation, to a're- 
bellious and diſobedient. World, he 
toun:1 them rejoycing 1n their great 
priviledges, and boaſting in their ex- 
ternal powers, in their having autho- 
Tity over Devils, that were fobject to 
the word of . their. mouth : but now 
Chriſt weighing this 1n the ballance, 
and finding. the cauſe too light for fo 
great effuſions of joy and tranſports of 
mind, Hequickly pricks this tumour, 
and lets out the excreſcency and the 
vanity of it; he diverts. his Diſciples 
by fxing their meditations upon 
the right objeft, informing them, 
that they . fbould - rather. rejoice that 
their names were written in Heaven, 
as in Lnke 10. 20. that's, in the 
Book of Gods eternal Counſels, of _=_ 
| truth 
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F - »truth of which we have the greateſt 
_ = certainty to be dedue*d from the ſanc- 
ity and piety of our lives and aQtions, 
-and this 1s the beſt foundation of a 
Chriſtians joy, which is true , ſolid 
and laſting: and as men grow and in- 
creaſe in Grace and Goodneſs lo they 
may 1n a modeſt hope and confidence 
of a future happy condition.” So that 
-you plainly ſee that the ele&tion of men 
ro eternal life, 1s truly conditional, be: 
ing wholly tied and allied toduty and 
obedience, and if we prevaricate the 
condition, we muſt needs fail of the 
mercies of the Covenant of God in 
Chriſt. Let us not then be wanting 
to our ſelves, for the Goſpel, the effec- 
tual means -and medium of Divine 
. Grace, {till retains its vigour and due 
propriety to all theſe excellent ends, 
to which God in his infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs hath deſign'd it, ſo that 
the principal reaſon why the great ad- 
vantages and helps of Gods Grace, 
| bavg nobetter anoperation and influ- 
ence on ſome men, is this, that it de- 

. Tives from the ſtrength of inbred cor- 
__, as alſo from that of horrid 
itual impiety. For as it is obſer- 
vable in the body of Nature, that from 
ſome 


ſome latent or hidden cauſe, the pro- 
per remedies of a diſcaſe, are retard- 
ed in their energetick yertue and qua- 
lity, or it may be are quite fruſtrated 
quoad nos, as tous; and then the body 
15at a ſtand, which at length by the 
ſtrength of nature inſenfibly overcomes 
the cauſe'; and then rhe repeated uſe 
of remedies, may poſhbly exert their 
natural efficacy for the recovery ofthe 
languiſhing Patient : now this may 
be the parallel caſe ofa ſin-fick ſoul, 
in relation to the ſaving and ſpiritual 
remedies of Gods Grace ( they being 
his ſacred Word and Sacraments ) 
which are the pope means preſcrib'd* 
by God, which muſt alwayes be us'd 
according to his moſt divine and holy 
inſtitution, which when they fail at a- 
ny time 1n their quickening vertue, and 
efficacy, it is from ſome hidden and 
intrinſick cauſe, or fin in the ſou], and 
not from any abſolute Decree of the 
Almighties ; yet then the Lord in his 
infinite Wiſdom and'Merey, fa works 
by his ſaving Grace in the enablements 
of the foul to overcome this ſpiritual 
diſtemper, as that the right adminiſtra- 
tion of the continued means of Gods 
Goodneſs may produce — | x 
| fects 
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feAs in the: nal recovery. of the foul to 
a ſtate of Grace, in order to that of 
eternal Glery, and as there may be 
divers relapſes in nature, the like may 
poſſibly allo-be in. a ſtate of Grace, | 
which whether they ate, or ſhall be 
final in-aoy- one; death can only, de- 
cermine.of the firſt of rhem-of the Bo- 
dy; and of thelaſt, none but the great 
Phylician of ſouls. can be an infallible 
Judge,becaulſe. he alone can ſee, and dif 
cern the realextinftionof ſpiritual life 
m. any:; Let usthen-unanimouſly with 
full purpoſe of heart, perſiit in the pro- 
ſecution of all Goſpel-duties; and let 
us. readily embrace- the . Promiſes of. 
eternal fſalyation'” throygh, Chriſt, 
whictr are . univerſally and indebnicl | 
made, and. equally exhibited: to all 
. men, ſince the:Almighty hath ſo faith-. 
fully and indiſcriminatively aſcertain'd - 
future happineſs "to, every. one that. 
ſhall walk worthy  ofit,. without the 
leaſt 'difterence or exception of any ; 
upon what account then ſhould Mr.C /- 
vin make one, and that by interpoſing 
the Eternal abſolute Election of ſome 
oe perſons .? and he produceth 
us reaſon for it in his third Book of 
his Inſ/tntians, the: 24. Chapter, 5 
the 
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the 24. Paragraph, Becauſe God en: 
 lightens uy {ome, whom he hath 
Predeftinated to everlaſting life. Now 
this is a very falſe and erroneous Prin- 
ciple, for the | oma ighr of the Go- 
ipel equally ſhines on all men;-. and 
the ſame is as univerſal as the influence 
of the Sun, which does communicate 
its warmer. Beams to all places, and 
God does diffuſe the raysof his divine 
Goodneſs, and the light of eternal fal- 
vation to all men. So that the prin- 
cipal reaſon, and adequate cauſe: of 
Mans U/oving darkneſs rather than 
light, is cleared: from Joh. 3. 19. 
ly 3» worere « vnwy me Teo: 1a their 
deeds are evil; or the works and ,ope- 
rations of their hands are extremely 
wicked, ariſing from an. evil and cor- 
rupt principle in mens hearts, all which 
is founded meerly in the depravation 
of Mans nature, andnot1n any eternal 
Perem Prory decree of Gods Reproba- 
tion, And now the too rigid Caluenfts: 
have ſet their Wits onthe tenter, and 
their Souls on the rack, and all: toin- 
vent a new way to patronize the moſt 
pernicious errours , . and; perfect falli- 
ties in'Religion, -and to make their 0-- 
pinions more plauſible, they in _ 
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think: to overpower us with a numes 
rous multitu - ws 00x" from the 
holy Fathers, and eſpecially from what 
8, Auſtin declares, who indeed does 
Oo his os and Arguments 
againtt Pelagizs: his growing Hereſie ; 
but es. I could make A evident, 
that to follow 1n' this grand point of 
Predeſtination fome of the primitive 
Fathers and: Schoolmen, is rather to, 
loſe, than to find the truth in the 
greater crowd and throng of their dif; 
putes, and' polemiical Diſcourſes con 
cerning it ;.and-1t would be a task al. 
topether endleſs, and a Province -too, 
large to tranſcribe all the Ancient Fa-: 
thers, and divers other learned mens 
determinations: of this fo much con+ 
troverted Point. Beſides, *tis a very. 
prepoſterous' way, and am irrational- 
method to pretend to the clearing of a; 
doubt, or ſolving .of a difficulty out of 
ſome Orthodox'Fathers, and good Au-- 
thentick Authors,, whoſe. Argumen- 
tations may poſhbly-be far more am- 
biguous,. intricate, and-perplexing, 
than the doubt-itſelt, and ſo may be- 
| cone matter: of 'a:farther inquiry, and 
which probably may ſuggeſt freſh and- 
new'Arguments, and numerous Con- 
—_ crover- 
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troverlies; and ſo they may propoſe 
an unhappy proſpect of a = je Gold 
of debate. . Yet here this DoQtrine of 
conditional Decrees may be followed, 
and I canealily diſcover it to run in the 
grand channebof ſeveral Councils : bug 
our violent Predeltinarian propugners 
are{o wedded to the fondneſs of their 
own conceptions, and totheir fixt and 
unalterable opinions. (as the Decrees 
themſelves are ) that their invincible 
prejudices like Milts and Foggs, are 
moſt apt tointercept the cleareſt lighe, 
and faireſt view of truth; And- thus 
theſe men impregaably'fortifie them- 
ſelves. againſt all imagimble conviti- 
ons: -So that the many-things.and Do- 
arines which are affirmed in the Scri- 
pture, to be dvorinnd Nv hard to be ap- 
prehended, and fully tobe.underftogd, 
not. only/ the 1gnorant! and weak, bur: 
the learned and unftable.do wreſt ſuch: 
Dodrines; to their own. deſtruction ; 
ſo. that bere, the Miniſters of . the Go. 
ſpel ſhould -uſe. the. moſt earneſt. and: 
paſſionate difſuaſivesto their Auditors, 
not to engage. themſelves, and'imploy- 
their time, . and talent/'in/their- Coſte: 
templation1of ſublime. niceties, and in: 
luch difficulties as commonly { ny 

uce 
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think to overpower us with a numes 
rous multitude of quotations from the 

 holyFathers, and eſpecially from what 
8, Auſtin declares, who indeed does 
only:direft his arrows and Arguments 
againft Pelagins: his growing Hereſie ; 
but however I could make 1t evident, 
that to follow 1n' this grand point of 
Predeſtination fome of the primitive 
Bathers and: Schoolmen, is rather to 
loſe, than to: find the truth in the 
greater crowd -and throng of their dif; 
putes;,/ and: polenmiical Diſcourſes con- 
cerning it/;. and-1t would be a task al. 
topether endleſs, and a Province too, 
large to tranſcribe all the Ancient Fa-: 
thers, and divers other learned mens 
determinations: of this ſo much con- 
troverted Point. Beſides, *tis a very 
prepoſterous' way, and an irrational 
method to pretend to the clearing of a; 
doubt, or ſolving of a difficulty out of. 
ſome Orthodox” Fathers, and good Au-: 
thentick Authors,, whoſe. Argumen- 
tations may poſhbly-be far more am- 
biguous,. intricate, and-perplexing, 
than the doubt-1itſelt, and ſo may be- 
- come matter: of 'a:farther inquiry, and 
which probably may ſuggeſt freſh and- 
new Arguments, and numerous Con- 
Cm Trover- 
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troverlies ; and ſo they may propoſe 
an unhappy proſpect of a = Fr Geld 
of debate. . Yet here this Dottrine of 
conditional Decrees may be followed, 
and I canealily diſcover it to run in the 
grand channebof ſeveral Councils ; bug 
our violent Predettinarian propugners 
are{o wedded to the fondneſs of their 
own conceptions, and totheir fixt and 
unalterable opinions. (.as the Decrees 
themſelves are ) that their invincible 
prejudices like Milts and Foggs, are 
moſt apt tointercept the cleareſt. lighe, 
and faireſt. view of truth; And- thus 
theſe men impregaably:'fortifie them» 
ſelves. againſt all imagimble conviati- 
ons: -So that the many-things-and Do- 
arines which are affirmed in the Scri- 
pture, to be dvoriynd Ta hard tO be aPp- 
prehended, and fully to be.underſtood, 
not. only the 1jgnorant! and weak, bur. 
the learned and unftable.do wreſft ſuch: 
Dodrines; to their own, deſtruction ; 
ſo. that here the Miniſters of . the Go. 
ſpel ſhould -uſe. the. moſt earneſt. and' 
paſſionate diſſuaſivesto their-Auditors, 
not to engage. themſelves, andiimploy- 
their time, . and talent!'in,their- Cote: 
templation of ſublime. niceties, and in: 
luch difficulties as commonly [ way 
uce 
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duce greater heats and animoſittes, 
A than plenary information,. and ſatis - 
= . factory knowledge. Yet ſome ſacred 
b - |  Dodrines of the Goſpel, muſt not 
be affirm'd to be altogether unin- 
telligible, becauſe dullflegmatick and 

pgrofſer capacities cannot perfealy ap- 
prehend them all :-fo that here it muſt 
be: confeſt, that ſome divine truths do 
wear a diſguiſe, and fo they paſs #- 
copnito. For the greateſt Myſteries in 
Religion do not appear bare fac'd ro 
the world, that every vulgar eye can 
know and diſcover them : the more 
abſtruſe and deep points of Divinity, 
cannot be fathom*d by the contrated 
and ſhort" line of our reaſon. Now if 
fecrets 1n'nature are cloſely lockt up, 
much more divine ones; and if we can- 
not ſafely arrive to a full comprehenfi- 
on; and perfe&t knowledge of what are 
; natural ones, 'much leſs of ſeveral My- 
IM ſterious ſpiritual truths and' notions. 
Y Whocan uatie thoſe two perplexing 
Knots? and expound thoſe 'two great 


” 


| riddles/in natural Philoſophy, of Mo- 
. tion and Time? inſomuch that Z+e-s 
might be 'well-moved not to exercife 
only his Body, but rather a ſudden paſ- 
fon, when he could not give afull and 
GEL rat 


rational account of the nature of mo- 
tion, And laſtly, S: 4«/tiz himſelf 
complains, | That after . he: had made a 
long and ſtudious diſquifition of the 
nature'of time ; yet he ſeem'd 1n his 
curious inquilittveneſs to have loſt his 
own, when he could only form ſome 
fleeting and imperfect notions con- 
cerning it, which though ſeemingly 
latisfattory to himſelt, yet he could 
not impart full ſatisfaction: to another. 
Yet a buſie curiofity will ftill attempt 
to make farther diſcoveries, though 
ſome divine and ſupernatural truths 
are altogether inexplicable ; and there- 
tore they are the more apt to amaze 
and ſtagger a natural underſtanding, 
rather than ſufficiently inform it; Yet 
where our reaſon 1s 207 plufft,we ſhould 
be haſh'd into a contented admiration 
and ſubmifhve ſilence ; and when our 
rational faculty 1s ſo defective, and 1s 
unable to limnthings to an exact pro- 
portion, we muſt then ſhadow and co- 
ver them with a vail: for we mult not 
think that we can draw the curtain, 
and ſo look into the wonderful and a- 
ſtoniſhing Myſtery either of the ſacred 
Trinity, -or of the Incarnatian of our 
bleſſed Saviour, and of divers other 

Y weigh- 
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weighty points, which are wrapt upin 


pertect cloud and concealment. For 
when all the ftrongeſt and moſt active 
faculties of our ſouls have flutter'd ſo 
high, as the wings of infirm nature can 
elevate and mount them to; yet we 
ſhall but make up the ſtory of car, 
and realize the Fable, and ſo plainly 
experience,: that our higheſt abilities 
are but as waxen plumes, and ſo melt 
and diſplay their impotency at the pre- 
ſence of the more intenſe and ſcorching 
beams of ſacred truths, and ſublime 
notions. So that the curiouſly ſearch- 
ing perſons Fall will be as truly diſho- 
nourable and inglorious, as bis under- 
taking at firſt was too peremptory and 
dangerous, and which will eafily dif- 
cover it ſelfin the tragicalneſs of the 
event, as well as in the daring inſolence 
of the attempt, and that by luch mens 
ſuffering a worſer fate than Tcarzs did, 
by falling into'a more deſtructive and 
dangerous Sea, into a mare mortuum 
of ruinous Errors. We {ſhould not 
then roo violently and fiercely purſue 
and follow. the track of our modern 
diiputes, teſt at laſt we argue our 
ſelves and others out of thetrue way 
of - Goſpel-duty, which 1s to be fol- 


lowed 
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lowed in our Chriſtian praQiice , 


which is the molt irrefragable argu- 


ment as fully to prove, as to make 
our Calling and our EleCtion firm and 


{ure. 
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29. > D now that my Diſcourſe 

may notrun 1n the ordinary 
channel with other Mens on this Sub- 
jet, I ſhall clearly diſcover to you, 
thar this peſtilential Doctrine of abſo- 
lute Decrees, does utterly extinguiſh 
the vital ſpirit, and ſound efficacy of 
Chriſtianity, it clips the wings of all 
our Chriſtian endeavours, 2nd ſo clogs 
the ſoul with weight and trouble, that 
it cannot take its deſir'd flight towards 
Heaven and everlaſting felicities : Fcr 
when mens eternal condition ſhall be 
repreſented to them in the moſt at- 
frighting form, and ſodrawn out in the 
black line, and diſmal charaQter of ab- 
{olute Reprobation ; this is but a cold 
inducement to follow after ſincere and 
uniform: holinefs of life. This fo de- 
{perate an opinion, does too eaſily 
break thole cords and ſacred bands that 
ſhould tie, and firmly oblige all men to 
true Evangelical obedience 1n their.un-. 
INteT- . 
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iaterrupted courle and walk in the 
World : For upon what account 
ſhould men attempt invincible impol- 
ſibilities, and thus cauſe the greateſt 
dilquiets to their ſouls, and which af- 
ftords new acceſſions of intolerably 
pungent grief and ſorrow, when they 
ſhall ſeriouſly reflect upon all they 
have done, That it Thall be purely in 
Vain. Tus Sszeva, Hence a flo of 
tears and ſorrow does ariſe, which our 
eyes may run down withal, and for 
which our eye-lids ſhould guſh out 
with waters ; then we may (it down 
by the rivers of Babylon, or Babel 1n 
horrible amazement and confuſion , 
where with the Jews, we may hang 
up our Harps, and Hopes together ; 
then Chriſtians will become the only 
mourners in Zo, for a worler fate 
will then befall them, than did the 
poor Fews, which 1s to be eternally ca- 
ptive to puniſhment and miſery. For. 
if this poſition of irreſpeQive Eleti- 
on ſhall be admitted, how can truly 
zealousChriſtiansentertain their hearts 
of their ears with any melody. Their 
ſouls will be altogether out of tune, 
there will be no Muſick in their Quire, 
their joy, and harmony will-be diſtur= 
| | "+ =_—_ bed 
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bed by ſuch a horrible DoArine, And 
then the very Body will fall into a 
Trance, and become perfe&t Lethargy; 
and it will as ſoon partake of the ſouls 
fudden {tupor and amazement : When 
it ſhall be aftirm?d, that Heaven Gates 
ſhall be bolted againſt fome perſons, 
by an immutable and irreverſible un- 
conditional Decree of the Almighties ; 
certainly then none but ſuch perſons 
whoare not maſters of their reaſon, or 
which rather diſcover they have none 
at all, will trouble themſelves, or 
pond their labour about perfe& impol- 
fibilities 3 and then the ſoul may break 
forth into that moſt dolorous and af- 
fifting complaimt of holy Davzd, as 
in P/z/.73.t3. Then have Icleanſed 

and waſh'd my hands, and that from 

my viler impurities in vain; andtono 
purpoſe I have waſh'd my {elf in in- 
nocency. Sothat it is the greateſt Ma. 
ſterpiece of the Devils ſubtilty and de- 
lufion, to infuſe into mens minds a 

/ convittive perſwaſion, that'tis alto- 
- gether ne of to go onand perliſt in 
the hard and rygged way of piety. It 
is Satan's Serpentine craft, firſt to 
hood-wink the ſoul, and then to put 
ona vizard, or elſe to paint the face of 
| true 
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true Religion very auſtere, ſo ex- 
tremely deform'd, that it may terrifie 
poor ſouls, and makethem {tart at the 
appearance ofit. Or the Devil like a 
cunning Jugler will caſt ſuchartificial 
and ſtrange colours before mens eyes, 
that they ſhall be unable to diſcern 
true Religious native ſplendor, and 
ſhining excellency. For this cruel im- 
poſtor does uſe the Chriſtian Reli- 
g10n, as the barbarous Pagans of old 
d1d the profeſſors of it, who did thruſt 
the Primitive Chriſtians into the skins 
of the molt cruel and ſavage Beaſts, 
preſenting them to the people in the 
moſt horrible ſhape of Monſters, that 
lo when they did appear ia the ſimili- 
tude of theſe kind of creatures (to 
whom moſt men have the greateſt an- 
tipathy, and the moſt pertet abhor- 
rence) they may be quickly excited 
and quickened to deſtroy: them, and 
thus co worry the poor Chriſtians to 
death ; for *tzs very natural for mento 
run with the greatelt yiolence of 1nra- 
ed fury, an what they perfectly 

wt} And yf they had no paſhans 
before, this were 9009S to produce 
new ones; ar:if any did leem to he hid 

and dormant, the propoſal of fuch 
Y-44 hor- 
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horrid ſpectacles would rouze and a- 
waken the formers rage. Now this 15 
the very ſame method, and the read1- 
elt artifice the great enemy of our ſouls 
does wake uſe of; which 1s to repre- 
ſent Chriſtianity in the moſt ugly 
ſhape, with a face of affrighting leve- 
rity, in the ſad diſguiſe of dreadtul hor- 
rour, when all this while there 1s a 
real beauty in Holinels, 1t hath the 
molt amiable appearance, and it does 
carry the moſt infinitely charming and 
inviting countenance : alther parts and 
paths -are plealantneſs, and all her 
wayes are harmony and peace; and 
they do thereby become exceeding de- 
A,ightful :"'So that pleaſantneſs mixt 
with ſeriouſneſs, 1s very viſible inthe 
tomplexion and feature of true Religi- 
on and Piety.” -But now if this abuſive 
propoſal neither of the - DodQrine of 
_ Chriſtianity, Hor of the Profeſſors of it 
(the Devil raiſing theſe clouds to ob- 
{cure the gloty of 1t) will not be pre- 
vailing enough to terrifie, and ſoavert 
men from the ready embracing of true 
Religion, 'and from going on 1n the 
ways'of ſincere holineſs ; then 'Satan 
does experiment a new and freſh 
wile, and ftratagem, andall to amuſe 
ER TING. Cs 
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us with the various opinions of SeQa- 
ries in their new ſtarted up Contro- 
verſies concerning the way and me- 
thod of obtaining everlaſting fſalvati- 
on; ſo that if he can but.once treache- 
roully delude men to come into that 
charming (though fatalcircle of irre- 
ſpective Predeſtination ) they will 
{ſcarce ſtep out, of itagain ; and hence 
ſome perſons will deduce this ground- 
leſs and unwarrantable inference, That 
if they are abſolutely decreed to eter- 
nal life, then they are ſurely advance 
beyond all poflibility of danger, and fi- 
nal miſcarriage ; and thus they go 
roundly on, hence as vainly building 
the infallible certainty of their ſalvati- 
on, becauſe they are 1nevitably con- 
ſign'd, and Predeſtinated thereunto. 
"Then on the other hand, - theſe unhap- 
py perſons return into the. very ſame 
point of the "gure again, ſo that they 
ſtill move in a pliers of wretched de- 

ceit, and fo conlequently of endleſs mi- - 
ſery : But the great Aſſertors of this 
fo pernicious.a Theſis of abſolute 
Decrees, will not hearken to, nor al- 
low of a middle way between theſe 
two unhappy. extremes, which 1s to 
walk in the path of a holy and {trict 
x1 > 19008 1 QT 


converſation, and a more ſevere Reli- 
gion, Now irreſpedive EleQion 
cuts the very ſinews of all our Chriſtian 
hapes, and expectations, and ſo lays 
them a bleeding, by reaſon of the vain 
and fruitleſs undertaking of a true 
Saint, and that in order to his attain- 
ment of Heaven, and the eternal fe- 
licities thereof : for all this fully ap- 
pears, and is done inthe ineffective at- 
tempt of entring into Glory, it weare 
hinder'd and lockt out by any abſo- 
Inte: and inevitable Decree of the Al- 
mighties ; indeed, this 1s a Dodrine 
highly gratifying, and very ſubſeryi. 
ent to the Devils grand intereſt,who by 
this fallacious artifice, does more-caſily 
decoy an infinite number of fouls: into 
everlaſting / miſery. and ruine, than 
God can wininto a ſtate of eternal ble{- 
ſedneſs. So cunning a Sophiſter 1s this 
old Serpent, that he can 1nſinuate 
more by his flattery, nay, impoſe more 
on filly mendy this ſo plauſible a Po- 
ſition, than the Lord can work on 
them by the reality of his love in his 
gracious Promiſes, of a reward entaiPd 
on Chriſtian obedience. This is a 
piece of horrid infatuation ; that men 


thould delight more in the iron ag 
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of the one, than in the eaſie freedom of 
the other ; That men ſhould obey the 
rigorous commands of ſuch a Maſter , 
that will certainly pay them torment 
for work, an aſſured puniſhment for 
their labour and ſervitude. - And laſt- 
ly, he will confer eternal horror for 
their ſervice of him. Here the Devil 
ſeems to imitate, nay, exerciſe the 
power of the Great Cham of Tartary ; 
who as the one does command, ſo the 
other can perſuade whole Troops of 
Men to ride and run down headlong 
into the greateſt Precipices of danger, 
and inevitable ruine ; and yet the eter- 
nal God, the great King of the whole 
Earth, cannot prevail with men but to 
o0 and walk in theſe bleſt and ſecure 
paths of righteouſneſs, that lead to e- 
verlaſting ſafety and bliſs. So thar 
now we may really affirm, and as fafe- 

conclude, that the preſent Thelis of 
ablolute Predeſtination, does utter- 
ly undermine all true Piety, and its 
practice ; it really evacuates the great 
and main deſign of the Goſpel: for it 
men are tied and fo bound: up by 
the fatality of the Decrees of God; 
' this gives theſoul the greateſt diſcou- 
ragement 1n duty, this — 

oes 
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does freeze the blood in the poor Chri- 


ſtians veins, and makes him of a moſt 
vigorous undertaker, to ſtand ftock 


till in a cold and ſtupefying amaze- 


ment, it cramps the molt active ſpirits, 
ſtrangely benums the heart, and 
makes it languiſh 1a perpetual con- 
templations and thoughts of future mi- 
ſery. Thus you clearly ſce that the 
crying. up of unconditional Election , 
dulls the moſt induſtrious Chriſtians 
ſoul, and altogether diſpirits 1t in any 
Religious exerciſe. For that Chriſti- 
an muſt be truly ſaid to be dead with 
{orrow and grief, whom the warmer 


hope of a better life does not continual- 


Iy revive and comfort. Now the in- 
fallible aſſurance of receiving the pro- 
miſed rewards of Grace and -Obedi- 
ence ; this works the moſt conſidera- 
ble and ſignal Miracles, it plentifully 
adminiſters and does give the ſincere 
Chriſtian a new life, 1t raiſes the tru- 


ly prous mans hopes, as from the grave 
of deep anxiety and care, and fo con- 


and Glory. Now the _ 


ſequently, animates all true Believers 
in the wayes of righteouſneſs and ho- 
lineſs, and in their daily journey, and 
w eary ſtages of duty towards Heaven 
Per- 
waſion 
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ſwaſion of abſolute Predeſtination , 
gives men the greateſt encouragement 
to decline the wayes of Evangelical 
obedience, quenches the divine ar- 
dors of the new Convert ; and certain- 
ly all men ſhould here rather foment 
and encreale the ſmall ſpark of deſire 
after future happineſs glowing in all 
peoples breaſts, (which bleſſed tate, 
nature it ſelf does inceſſantly gaſp and 
breathafter). Now to raiſe our ex- 
pectations of happineſs high, and then 
to have them. fall flat and low, this 
will immerſe the foul 1n the deepeſt 
gulph of deſpair imaginable; thus tis 
evident, that the DoQrine of abſolute 
Decrees, {hipwracks mens hopes of 
obtaining eternal felicities ; for a poor 
ſoul cannot fix 1t ſelf, or caſt anchor 
upon any ſuch deluding offers and invi- 
tations. For, ſhall the Combatants in 
our Sayiours Camp, be rewarded with 
nothing for all their hard ſervice, but 
with the wages of death ? Then afflic- 
ted Chriſtians may cry our, as one of 
Fulins Ceſar's Souldiers did, Muſt I 
reap no other harveſt for all my blood 
ſown inthe field of ACtion, than a di- . 
ſhonourable Death? and muit I inſtead 
of expecting a triumph with Life, find 
© © only 
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only a miſerable defeat, attended with 
death and ruine? and inſtead of being - 
_ Crown'd, muſt I fall a Sacrifice ? _ 

I meet and engape with greater ha- 
zards at laſt; than all the Armies of 
difficultiesI encountered and conquer- 
ed before could preſent me with? I 
had far better have ſuffered the miſery 
of - twenty deaths, may a deyout 
Chriſtian ſay, here in this World, than 
to-meet with an inglorious one at laſt ? 
and mult I fee my condition only legi- 
ble in that fad and fatal Book of ſuf- 
terings? muſt all my acqueſts be no- 
thing but pumſhment , branded with 
eternal ſhame for all that I have un- 
dergone and attempted in my Chri- 
ſtian progreſs; and for ſo many re- 
markable dangers and temptations to 
ſin, I have fo ailigently eſcaped ? Now 
{uch as theſe may and will be the ſad 
and-grievous expoſtulations of many 
true profefiors of the Goſpel, ecchoed 
forth, and accented with rhe moſt 
paſſionate ftrains of prief and groans, 
fince they have1o earneſtly von 'G 
ed in their Chriſtian march, to ob- 
tain an entrance into Heaven and e- 
ternal happinefs, if ſuch ſhall find and 
perceive themſelves abſolutely _— 
c 
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ded by an immutable Decree of the 


(it there were any but hypothetical 
Decrees, I ſay ) any fixed conſtitutions 


of another kind, and for the righte- 
ous Judge of all the World to reverſe. 


even the very ſentence of Death. For 
I beſeech you, what ſignifies the moſt 
inviting and alluring prize and Crown 
of Glory, and the molt affrightiag and 
formidable danger ? if we have nota 
power to obtain the one, or have not 
power and ability to turn from the 0- 
ther? Thus when we conſider what fa- 
tal incapacities and inyincible difficul- 
ties in this manner we lie under, then 
the poſition of irreſpettive EleQtion, 
muſt needs impede, and totally ob- 
{truQt us in our Chriſtian courle and 
race. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX; 


JO. ].:« us not then too cloſely 


adhere to thele dangerous and 
deſtruQive Principles of the Anti-Re- 
monſtrants ; for the fumm of this pre- 
ſent modern Controverlie, and the 
whole of the diſpute about it, muſt be 
plainly reſolv'd into this, whether the 
infinite power of God, and his abſo- 
lute ſoveraignty and dominion over 
his Creatures, {hall be more advanc'd , 
than the glorious property of the D1- 
vine Mercy, and ineffable Goodneſs ? 
Now the great Patrons of ablolute E- 
lection, do place the great Attribute 
of the Almighties Power, 1n the high- 
eſt Sphere of Motion :. the more ſober 
Aferters of Conditional Election and 
Reprobation,, do derive. the ſpring 
and origine of them from more ditte- 
- rent Caules than the former do. . For 
theſe as they affign the Decrees of E- 
lection from the. Almighties intuition 
of'Mans righteouſneſs and —_ ſo 
they 


they do the other of Reprobation, from 
the conſideration of {in and impiety. 
Now upon theſe two Poles, the two dl- 
ſtant ſtates of mans ſalvation,or damna- 
tion do immediately depend and move. 
So that the firſt Opinioniſt does frame 
to himſelf a different ſcheme of: Gods 
power from the other. The latter, 
the Remonſtrant, entertains a proper 
Idea and repreſentation not only of 
Gods infinite Mercy and Compaſſion, 
but of his eſſential juſtice. And here 
I ſhall fully declare: to you the truth 
ofall;; Now it muſt be gtanted on all 
fides, that 1n reſpe& of Gods Nature 
and infinite Perfection, he does by one 
moſt pure and fimple a&, decree all 
things to be effeQted ; bur if reſpeCt be 
had to the things ſo decreed, ſome Pri- 
ority and Poſteriority may juſtly take 
place. Therefore moſt Authours trea«- 
ting on this ſubject, have entertained 
difterent notions of the divine decreesin 
reſpe& of the order of them. This then 
being acknowledg'd to be a greatand 
an ry, rar , that the EleQtion 
of the Almighty cannot be of all men ; 
for a general Election is truly repug- 
nant to the' Principles of right Reaſon 
(it being anaQ of the receiving of 
| f Qne, 
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one, and rejecting of another.) there- 
fore four forts of Decrees may be juſtly 
aſhgn'd and allow'd of ; as ſo many 
| branches ſpringing from one great 
root. And now to 1mprint in vs a due 
apprehenſion of them ; the firſt is 
founded in Gods Miſhon of his only be- 
gotten Son into, the World toredeem 

nkind ; ſo that what was promiſed 
1n the Old Teſtament, is confirmed and 
. Tatified in the New ; 1n the fulneſfs of 
time the Almighty ſending his Son : 
But pow whether the con(ideration of a 
Mediatour. between God:and Man, did 
un the divine Decree precede the con- 
{ideration of eternal Salvationto be ob- 
tained by him, or the Salvation ap- 
pointed to Believers, does precede the 
conſideration of a Mediator., is a Que- 
ſtion which the Calvizifs themſelves 
did diſagree about, and ſo they left it 
- under doubt. and diſpute. But me- 
thinks, this does not carry ſo great 

culty along with it ( as ſome fond- 
ly imagine.) for ſince our bleſſed Savi- 
our 15 acknowledg'd the meritorious 
Caule of Mans Salvation, then the 
Knox is eaſily untied, ſince the cauſe in 
order of Nature muſt, and ſtill does 
precede the effect, ( the former rg 

you" a ” 
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alwayes antecedent tothe other ) and 
certainly then the conſideration. of a 
Mediarour muſt pre-exift in the di- 
vine Idea ; in order to the negotiating 
the great: buſineſs of Mans ſalvation by 
him. Now the ſecond Decree of God 
15 to give eternal life to all Believers 3 
this you know is the great condition 
of Gods Covenant of Grace and Mer- 
cy made with Mankind. And this 

truth runs 1n expreſs terms in the fa- | 
cred of ſolu as in S. John 3. 16. 


For God ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever bes 
lieveth in him, ſhould mot periſh, but 
heve everlaſting life. The third De-- 
cree is to give and adminiſter ſufficient 
Grace and ftrength to believe, other- 
wayesall our Chriſtian endeavours (ag 
you have heard at large) are vain and 
fruitleſs; for by nature we are fo 
weak and infirm, that we need {till the 
helps and Auxiharies of divine Grace;. 
toenable us to perform aſupernatural 
duty (which is truly to betieve in God) 
and all in' order to a blefied end, our 
eternal ſalvation; The: fourth and 
laſt Decree is, - to makefuch men par- 
takers offalvation, whom- God 1n hits 
divine i did foreſee yn 
2 E- 
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believe 1n his Son; and by his aflifting 
Grace perſevere in the :ſame. Now 
the moſt rigid Predeſtinarians do give 
their ready aflent to the three firſt kinds 
of- Decrees. -*And that they. highly: 


concern all that are within the pale of 


Chriſtianity, that.are within the ſound: 
of the Goſpel, and ſo have heard of 
Chriſt, - But ſome out of meer pee- 
viſhneſs will-not admit of this laſt, as 
not deſerving the very name of a De- 


\ cree, affirming 'that- it is altogether 


unbecoming the Maieſty of Heaven, 
the. divine Wiſdom. For 1f a graci- 
ous King foreknowing. who would 
come in, 'and-ſo . acknowledge their. 


' rebellion by their ſubmiſſion, ſhould 


 befi 


decree that all comers in ſhould be par. 
doned; then it is urged- by ſome op- 
pugners of this truth, that it 15 no way. 
ſuitable or agreeable to royal wiſdom 
to make another Decree, to pardon 
thoſe whom he+foreſaw would come 
in. I anſwer, That the-latter being 
but the exemplification of the former , 
it need not. be-the ſubject: of fo great 
and fierce contention among Chriſti- 
ans r= the ſame-Faith. And 
ides, theſe'Decrees as to the order 
thereof, are fo. model1*d' quoad” ad nos, 
3: | as 


as tous, to make them lie level as'to 
fome meaſure of the knowledge: of 
them with the loweſt and meaneſt ca- 
PÞacities, and thereby fully codemon- 
{trate what God requires of us, ' And 
then in'the laſt place for ſome to ob- 
ject, that Gods conditional Decrees |, 
as to the laſt ſort can be of no uſe or 
efficacy to any manin this life ; that 
mult be exploded as a moſt groſs and 
palpable error: for ſuch  conltitutions 
of the Almighty muſt be acknow- 
ledg'd to be the greateſt incentive to 
all ro repeat and believe, inorder to 
fit them for the promiſed -bleſſings of 
the Goſpel.” And as to what is farther 
argued, I anſwer, That Gods irreſpe- 
Qive Decrees do not confer more be- 
nefit to David, thanto Saul, as men ; 
neither more to Abel, than to Cain, as 
Brothers ; neither to Peter, than 
to Judas, as they were both Diſciples. 
Now as the bare name of the one doez 
not ſecure him” Heaven, fo neither that 
of the other exclude him from it ; bit 
as the firſt was a Mar after Gods. own 
heart, the other bad a Spirit of tal- 
ſhood ;. the one did worſhip the 'rrus 
God, the other did run to:falle ones, 
to Sorceters and to Witches. 'As:#6 
{ 3 =o 
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the other inſtance, Abe! did offer up 
an acceptable Sacrifice, the other did 
.what was ſinful, as not proceeding 
From the ſame apright heart, and to 
the ſame holy and divine ends. And 
then laſtly, that Fud4s would- have re- 
ceived the ſame bleſſing, as Peter 
did, if he had not ſo unworthily be- 
tray'd his Maſter ; now ' this great 
truth 1s confirm'd and more perſonal- 
applicd in anſwer to 'S. Peters que- 
ftion-in the 19.0f S. Matth. 27. Verl. 
where he ſaith, Mafer, we have forſa- 
ben all, and followed thee, what (hall we 
fave therefore ? Our blefled Saviour re- 
plies in theſe words in the following 
Verſe 28. That they that have followes 
me in the regeneration, in the new birth, 

diſcovering the ſame in true peniten- 
tial tears as Peter did ; when the Son of 

man ſhall fit in the throye of his glory, ye 

alſo ſhall fit upon twelve thrones, judging 

the twelve Tribes of Iſrael. Now a- 
mong thele very perſons, to whom 
our Saviour addreſſes his diſcourſe, 
Judas was, he was oneof the twelve, 
and he had a Throne appointed for 
- kim ; and aScepter, and a Crown was 
intended ; there is no mention of the 
leaſt exceptionof him, for the number | 
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of Thrones and Cecleſtial Dignities, 
was proportion'd to the number of 
their perſons. So that it muſt be tru- 
ly concluded, that Fudzs did make the 
exception himſelf, by betraying his 
Lord and Maſter; and fo he muſt needs 
fail of the promiſed Mercy, the ob- 
taining his enthroning in Heaven ? 
ſince the” divine EleQion 1s ſtill a con- 
dition annext, and linkt to duty and o- 
bedience. And ſo Iſhall now proceed 
fully to demonſtrate to you, that, that 
1s a falſe notion of Gods power that 
interferes with, or any way oppoſeth 
his Goodneſs and Mercy. ?*Tisan un- 
deniable Maxim, and:known rule in 
the Schools, That quicquid aicitur de 
Deo, eſt ipſe Dems, (that 1s) that what- 
Toever is attributed to God, is God him- 
ſelf: ſo that we muſt not allow of any 
unequal apprehenſion either of the di- 
vine power, juſtice, or mercy ; for 
theſe plorious Attributes do ſhine with - 
equal rayes, with the fame intefrfe 
and 'Meridian ſplendour, ſo that the 
radknt light ofthe one, , does not. e- 
clipſe or obſcure the. other, for we 
muſt by no.means adyance the oneto 
the idfering or diminution pt the 0- 
ther. For'every one of Gods effential 
| % A L, 4. pPro- 
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roperties have their diſtin Province, 


that they feed not invade and intrench 


Upon one another 5 peculiar . Now as 


.you have partly heard before , that 
the Predeſtination of men is one ſimple 
and immanent aCt in God; yet in con 


deſcenſion to our humane and infirm 
capacities, we may bejultly licenſt to 
apprehend ſeveral parts in the divine 


' Decree, the one concerning the eter- 


nal Eleftion of men, the cth:r reipe- 


'Qtive or conſequent of the former, 
"which conſiſts 1a the execution of the 
Decree 1n reference to Men. Now the 
ultimate end of all is, the Almighties 


Glory, which is manifeſted in the ad- 


. vancing not of one ſingle, but of all his 


divine Attributes not only of his pow- 
£r,, but of his. juſtice ſweetned with 
Mercy. So that all Gods Properties 


do. appear, and ſhine forth illuſtri- 
. ouſly in the great work of his EleQi- 
on of men to eternal life; For the 


Lord did not intend the bare declarati- 
on of his infinite power, . but much 
more that of his ineffable ger in 


_ that at of divine Goodneſs exercis'd 
towards Man in his loweſt ſtate of mi- 
 Tery. So that as God 1s a SQVereign 
Lord, he is as well a compaſſionate 


ate Fa- 
ther, 
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ther, and a righteous Judge, and' ſo 
the divine  Decrees are as: jult; as 
they are mighty, and as merciful as 
either, and his juſtice in the ſame; is as 
eſſential to him, as: his Omnipotence, 
and his compaſſion equal, nay it does 
'S outweigh : asthe P/a/m/# tells us, his 
F mercy 1s {upereminent, and above al! 
his works, and {on the ſeventh Chapter 
of Micah, and the 18. Verſe, weread 
there that God delighteth in mercy ; but 
we never read that he rejoyceth in 
Judgment, but rather 1n mercy a- 
gain(t it. So that the divine Goodneſs, 
like a tender. Mother, does hang and 
hover, and melt in tears over a weak 
and faln Child, whom juſtice does fo 
ſeverely threaten for his lapſe by diſo- 
bedience. Thus the divine Mercy does 
highly diſplay it ſelf ina perfe& com- 
miſeration of Mankind. Sepeca tells us 
in his Epiſtles, That primmus deorums cul- 
ts eff : Deos credere, deinde reddere ma- 
feſtatem, ſimul & bonitatem, ſine qua nul- 
La eſt majeſtas, ( that is ) That the foun- 
datfbop of the worſhip of God is laid in 
thevehef of a"God, according to that 
Text in Heb.t1.6. That he that comes 
unto God (that 1s) by way of duty and 


ſerviceof him, muſt believe that he is : 
| Aad 
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And then the next ftept towards it 5, 
© acknowledge Gods Majeſty, and as 
well his Goodneſs , without which 
there cannot poſliblyibe any brentbe - 
in which words, the natural Philoſo- 


pher affirms, that Gods infinite Good- 
neſs ſeems to.comprehend, and include 
all the reſt of the Lords glorious Attri- 
butes ; nay, tobe the higheſt perfe&ion 
of the divine Efſence. 
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31.7 OW fromtheſe plain and e- 
| TI V vident premiſles, the conſe- 
quence of the diſcourſs, muſt needs ar 
leaft be this. I fay, we may very 
lafely conclude from it, That the Do- 
ctrine of abſolute Predeſtination can- 
not be founded on the great and Sove- 
reign Attribute of the Almighty's 
Power and Domimion over his Crea- 
tures. For ifit wasdeſign'd to advance 
his iofinite Power and Greatneſs ; why 
ſhould then the' Apoſtate Devils in 
their war, which they have alwayes 
maintained apainft the Omnipotent 
God and his Church; why ſhould they 
be ſo ſtrongly prevailing ? as that the 
Almighty ſhould not gain and bring 
more by his power to eternal falvati- 
on, than the faln Angels do men 


my 


i 
: 
- 


to everlaſting deſtruQRion ? ſhalla re, 


order, conquer, more. than the Lord of 
Hofts ? than the mighty Arm of Otn- 
_ nipo- 


bel-Creature, and that of an inferiour 
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; nipotence it ſelf ? Now the whole 
4 World 1s buta larger Common, and 
ſo muſt admit of a greater and a farther 
extent, than the true Chriſtian Chur- 
ches encloſure. For the number of 
true Believers 1s but ſmall (like the 
leſſer tythe to the numerous Harveſt 
of Mankind ) therefore our bleſſed Sa- 
viour does preach the truth of this fun- 
damental-Dactrine to us, upon this ve- 
Iy account, that men ſhould earneſtly 
contend azd ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate, as 1n S. Matth. 7. 13. becauſe 
ſtrait ts the gate, and narrow « the way 
that leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it. Now the Devil like the 
great Goliah, leems not only to defie, 
ut (if it were poſſible) to defeat not 
only the mighty power, but the blel- 
{ed deſign of the mercy of the living 
God- to all miſerable-finners : But tis 
ſtrange that Satan can reduce a greater 
multitude to his Empire, than . the 
Lord can bring into hiseverlaſtingKing- - 
dom,and perfect ſtate of bleſſedneſs;and 
that the great hater of. ſouls ſhould 
work more. over-to-rebellion , than 
| he that jsa true lover of them'can to 
their due obediences. Certainly God 
did never decree ſuch advantage to uy, 
at 
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and our grand enemy the Devil. For 
where then were the mighty effeQs of 
his power ? ſo then we cannot with a- 
ny probability afhgn the caule of any 
abſolute Predeſtination of men to eter- 
nal life or death, to the bare and naked 
exaltation of Gods Power and Great- 
neſs. But this act of the divine Will 
1n the Predeſtination of Men, does beſt 
conſiſt with the reputation of his Ju- 
ſtice, his Mercy and Wiſdom, and-in- 
eftable Goodneſs. Yet ſome in the 
World, have violently attempted to 
conquer men. into a full belief of this 
their avowed aſſertion, and that by the 
pretended variety of Arguments,” and 
numerous weapons drawn out of the 
Ninth . Chapter to the Romans ; this 
being the great Magazin of all their 
imaginary ſtrength, and the only for- 
treſs, their cried up ſtrongeſt defence. 
But now he tbat ſhall diligently exa- 
mine the whole purport of that Chap- 
ter, (as it 1s excellently well done by 
ſeveral perſons, as Epiſcopius, and others 
of great and eminentabilities) he will ' 
quickly fetch Arguments and Arrows 
enough out of their own Quiver to 
wound them into a confeſſion of ys 
contrary opinion ;- for the great def 8 
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of the whole pr hath . uw and 
an immediate aſpect on the different 
yt eyes condition of the 
Tews and Gentiles ; 10 that the Divine 
at of Reprobation, cuts off the Fews 
from the promiſed Bleſfings no longer 
chat! they continue in unbelief, as does 
moſt clearly appear from Roz. 11. 23. 
And they alſo, that is, the people of the 
ews , if they bide not ftill in anbelief; 
all be pr affed in, for God is able tograff 
thers 'in =_— nd tac 1+ opp 
comprehends the 'Genri/es no longer, 
than they perſevere mm the Faith --_ 
belief of Chriſt, as is evident from the 
22. Verſeofthat Chapter, where Saint 
Pas! begins with an ecce,behold! which 
_does ftiltuſher in ſomething that is ve- 
ry remarkable; where the Apoſtle 
does give us 4 proſpeCt of the goodneſs 
atid ſeverity of God on them: that fell , 
ſeverity, in the abſciffion of the Fews ; 
but towards thee; goodnels, zf chow co: 
tinue int his goodneſs, otherwayes tho alſo 
 ſhatt be cut off; herein directing. him- 
elf tothe Geariles. And S. Perery be 
conies' the preacher of this ſoigreat a - 
trutly thar Ido aſſert; as in As vo. 74. 
Fhen Petey openied-his mouth, as ſpeaks 
ig ome greatthing of mighty weighs 
"io and 
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and.importance ; of which he gives us 
an infallible aſſurance, and therefore 
he prefixes a kind of Oathto this his 
ſo ſolema an afſeveration : of a truth I 
perceive (faith he) is darSe/ay, Tamiin- 
finitely taken with the love of this {6 
admirable a truth, I am perfeQtly wraps 
up in the contemplation of this ſo Hea- 
venly a DotQtrine, that God as no reſpec- 
ter of perſons ; (that is ) thar he 
no regard, neither does he caſt the leaſt 
eye of favour in his acceptance to; the 
external conditioft of the perſon; ler 
him be of what Nation, or Family, 
Name, or Quality fſoever ; where 
S. Peter in his Sermon does clip the 
wings ofthe Fews confidence; for oy 
were of {ſo narrow a Breaſt and:Sout; 
as they would confine the divine Good= 
neſs within their own limits, from the 
viler effteQs of envy to the good of 0- 
thers, they would wholly engrofs all 
the Bounty and Boons- of Heaven to 
themſelves ; when S. Peter here dozs 
exprelly declare, _ _ nor 
I mens perions but piety. 
_ have a clear inſtance of this 
in the ſecond Verſe of the ro- to the: 
Aits of the Apoſtles, of one: Corweline 
4 Centurions the Romans <>d G__ 


an 


andchulſe their Souldiers out of ſeveral _ 
Provinces, but the ſtrength and flow- 
er of their: Army did comeand fpring 
out of [raly, Now this Cornelius was 
by Birth an [a/zan,; where the whole 
Nation was'plung?'d: in horrible Ido- 
latry,- and this' Centurion was in the 
Camp, where ſin and vice did march 
uncontroul'd 5 yet when Corze/ins did 
become a true Worſhipper of God, a 
true' Convert, a Proſelyte' in heart, 
though not of the Circumciſion, and of 
the ſame open profeſſion with the Jews; 
yet he fearing God, being truly Relt- 
S10us'towards the Lord, and righteous 
towards men, 15 readily accepted of 
God, andas ſoon admitted into his fa- 
your : thus you may ealily perceive, 
that inany Nation, «@ 75 mois), if it be 
in Perſia, as S. Chryſoſtome obſerves, in 
the remoteſt parts of the habitable 
World, yet he that feareth God 
(where, by the fear of God, his whole 
Worſhip 1s clearly' underſtood) and 

- continuing in the ſame, and ſo work-' 
ing righteouſneſs, (that is ) when the 

 Teeds of Gods Grace and Goodneſs are 
ſownin mens hearts,and grow up in the' 
pragtice' of their lives, ſuch a perſon is 
accepted, or becomes truly acceptable 
"D117 | unto' 
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FF vutito- God. - Sothat it 15 not by reaſon. 
of any abſolute divine Decree ; but the 
efſential ground of all Gods reſpe& to 
Mankind, -.1s derived from their piety, 
and uprightneſs of heart and life; Now 
! the violent defenders of unconditional 
Decrees, their Principles are ſo weak 
and infirm, that they. muſt of neceſſity 
call in the Auxiliaries, and joint aids of 
the moſt cunning contrivances and in- 
trigues of men.; but every good Chri-« 
{tian ſhould be ready arm'd, and for- 
tified againſt all their moſt treacherous 
invaſions and deluſions in this ſo impor- 
tant a concern : and here give me leave 
to re-aſſume that great Apoſtolical | 
caution 1n 'Epheſ. 4. 14. That you be wot 
carried about with every wind of Do« 
trine, and that by the fleight of men, 
75 wheig i drysmy: the word is a 
Metaphor taken from the cunning 
tricks in Gaming ( there being as great 
Counterſeits in. Religion, as there be 
Cheats in the other). Now the ſubs / 
tle Gameſter by the palming of a Dze, ; 
by his ready art of : deceit, can throw 
what Caſt he hath a mind to3 and the 
cloſe Heretick does as ſoon delude us, 
with what ſeemingly plauſible Noc- 
trine he pleaſeth. be that this ſo great 
1 A 
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« Jugkcr in Divinity, 'cah as eaſily win 

a real belief of wharſoever ſpecious and 
gilded Opinion he does preſent Men 
withal, 02 ms pwevrddiag ths imeinys* | by 
theſe fallacious methods'and artifices 
. the Devil gets the greateit' number; | 
and the moſt confiderableprizes on the 
ſtage -of the World. '''But ſhall the 
grandenemy of mankind bring a grea- 
ter multitude 'to his party, and hook 
and catch more by his '{pecious baits 
of pleaſure, than God can invite by 
offering men the moſt raviſhing and 
really tranſcendent joyes ?* That the 
one ſhould prevail and take more with 
his momentany delights, and minute 
drops, than God can by his overflow- 

ing ſprings and rivers of comfort that 

Tun at his right hand -for evermore. 

And laſtly, *tis ſtrange that Satan can 

allure a greater number with the ſmall 

petite periſhing commodities of this 

World ? thanthe Lord can by thelaſt- 

ing and moſt durable treaſures in Hea- 

ven ? And ſhall rational men now a- 
dayes 'own, 'and as vainly affe& the 
ſimplicity of the weak 1»diaxs ? tobe 
far more delighted with the meer 
gaudy ſuperficies of Worldly things, 
with painted Glaſs? than with rich 
> "op | Jewels, 
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Jewels, and Diadems of Glory? and 

that men ſhould be more tranſported 

with the love of poor empty- enjoy- 

ments,. than with the ofterture of an. 
eternal poſſeſſion? of a never ceafing 
Kingdom 1n Glory ? *tis an undeniable 
argument of horrible perverſeneſs, that 
men ſhould become ſuch cruel ene- 
mies to themſelves, as not to ſuffer 
Chriſt to rule ever them. And yet to 
permit the Devil toinſult and triumph; 
and thus ſhall men be more diligent 
and induſtrious for ruine, than appear 
concerned for eternal felicity; So that 
now. it is high time that every ſober 
Chriſtian ſhould reject and explods 
this ſo vain and deſperate a Doarine 
of peremptory and abſolute decretoty 
Sentences of the Almighty. For that 
Satan this Prince of darkneſs, ſhould ' 
draw ſuch ſhoals of followers - after 

him, is not by _vertue of any pe- 

remptory. and abſolute divine Decree: 

So that the original of all muft of ne- 

ceflity be derived from the intrinſick 
nature of Man; and therefore God does 
all along. in the Scripture complain of 
the wy dilingenious tentipers of men, 
with the moſt accuſing refledions up= 
on their horrible incorrigibleneſs , 
Aa 3 whick 
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which 1s joyn'd and accompanied with 
the moſt pathetical reproof of mens ob- 
ſtinacy. That neither his great Mer- 
cy, nor his divine Judgments, can be 
of that prevalency as to make men re- 
turn from the error of their wayes. 
And ſhall we not ſooner hearken to the 
{ti]] 8 calm voice ofGod in mercy,than 
to that more audible one in Judgment, 
and lowder Thunder ? and ſhall not 
mens hearts be more oblig'd by the 
milder arguments of Cods love and 
endearments, than by the ſharper ones 
of his terrors and threatnings ? Nay, 
that - men {hould arrive to ſo great a - 
57, 6p deſperate impiety, as to de- 
ipiſe and make a mock of Gods various 
medicinal diſpenſations towards them. 
"Tis a very fatal Prognoſftick, and as 
certain an indication, That the Pa- - 
tient 15 paſt all poſſible recovery, when 
he falls into ſtrange and ridiculous Fits 
of laughter ; then indeed death derides 
the Phyſician, and as readily mocks all 
the attempts of a cure ; butit is a far 
more dangerous ſymptom of the de- 
ſperate condition of ſuch men, when 
they as icornfully contemn and ſcoff at 
Gods gracious dealings with them : 
when Men ſhall decry the wayes a 
| | £0 - 


ſelves the epithete of being fools, and 
that by waking a meer mock of ſin, and the 
judgments of it. Then indeed men 
have arriv'd to ſuch a remedilels eſtate, 
that having thus fill'd up the meaſure 
of their iniquities, as a fall grown Im- 
polthume becomes quite ripe for ex- 
cilion, ſo the other to be cut off by the 
hand of Divine vengeance. And thus 
the Almighty does by the power of 
his juſtice aſſuredly puniſh ſuch, whom 
he cannot gain and invite by his divine 
Clemency and Mercy. For'the juſt 
Anger of God begins where his 1nfinite 
Goodneſs terminates and ends. His 
punitive juſtice does not ariſe, till the 
great Luminary of his Mercy is ſet and 
diſappears : and yet the impartial ju- 


{tice of the great Judge of Heaven and” 


Earth, does not make any the leaſt en- 
"croachment on his Mercy and Good- 

neſs to his Creatures. Since it bath a 
very large and ample extent of its own, 
comprehending a great number of re- 
bellious and obdurate ſinners within 
its verge and power. Now on the 0- 
ther hand, we ſhould not ſubſtratt ſo 
Aa 3 much 
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C- godlineſs and piety. To laughit( if 
\ Poſlible )) into reproach and contempt 
when ſuch ſhall appropriate to them- 


- A ies. A 
- 
$3074 


4 - L by , o us 4 0 My bh P os - C ; | V . z 
F SA OE * "6 - 5 , 
ES « 
5 | 2” - . 
WY os , . 
| : is 7 ( ON P [ 8 
q - - - - - 4 - $ - 
- - - - 4 
. Fd - T = " £ » $ < .. y 
. : : ot 
+.” . 
” - 
ve " 


much trom the great Attribute of di.” 


vine Goodneſs and Mercy , as to'make 
and bring a greater acceſſion to his So- 
vereignty'and Power. For to do this, 
would be almoſt to leave him that is 
the 'moſt merciful God, a bare. and 
empty name-and title, and that only to 


makeup the grandeur 'of the ftile. of 


the Great and'Glorious, and dreadful 
Majeſty of Heaven and Earth. Let us 
then wholly ' renounce this unreaſona- 
ble andabſurd poſition of any abſolute 
'Decree: Let us never knees this, 


which is only the approved Article of 


the * Gezeve Belief. For why ſhould 
every man be excited, and quickened 


all along in the holy Scriptures con- 
ſtantly to itruggle, and to ſtrive, asin 


'T uke I 3-24. &20V I 40dk 6 04A. 40v, (that 15) 
to contend with' the greateſt 'vigour , 


and yiolence, as in wreſtling. For in 
that laborious exerciſe, a continued 
earnefineſs hath a mighty influence on. 
mens ' bodies ; Chriſtian diligence 


fhould be much more on mens ſouls, 
and be ſtrongly exerted in their lives : 
the. former 1s concentered in every 
Wreſtlers finews and joints ; ſo that 
the parts of the Body thus exerciſed, 
Hhould ipftruR the foul in irs eacoun- 


Lcrs, 
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ets and ſo to,go on in the way of 
obedience, and: all to. fit, and readi- 
Iy diſpoſe, us to ftrive 7 enter in at 
the [trait gate : yet pray what ſignibe 
fuch ingeminated: and paſſionate ex- 
hortations in the Goſpel 7o exter ? if 
It is only open to a certain priviledged 
number of ſome few Travellers tothe 
New Feru/alem (that Heavenly Coun- 
trey). Yet here ſome boldFiduciaries, 
who do confidently pretend thar 
their names are certainly written 
in. the Book of Life, have ftrived, 
nay violently contended for the en- 
lar gement of this «vis a5ans, of this 
exceeding narrow door, or way, to 
make it a greater paſſage and road 
for the rebellious, the oppoſers of 
Lawful Government, thele over- 

own linners, to go 1n ar, to. give 
> ealielt admiſſion to themſelves 
and ſo great a bulk of fin, for beth 
at once to enter in, For they that fo 
highly boaſt, that they are tru- 
ly Gods EleAed: ones, are adjudg- 
ed and as ſoon declared in the Courc 
of their own ereQing, to be no Cri- 
minals, _ no. though they perpetrate 
the greatolt and moſt horrible. Vu- 


lanies. So that any that are of the 
Aaa4 abſo- 


360 _ 4A Diſcomſe of the ©, 
abſolute Predeſtinarian party;” ſhall * 
with a non obftante, notwithſtanding 
the clamour of their deſperate impie- 
ties and lowdeſt guilts, be pronoun- 
ced truly godly. perſons. Now then 
upon this' account, the moſt profli- 
gate and habituated ſinner need not 
Faffer his ſoul to ſink with faintings, 
and deſpair of finding Mercy at laft. 
And the only infallible means, and 
the beſt expedient 'to be found out for 
this, would be to enter their names 
(if they are not regiſtred already ) 
into the Liſt of the Predeſtinarian de- 
fenders, and ſo tobe ſure to throng to 
that fide, when men 'are become be- 
yond expreſſion vicious, and ſo bad, 
| as' they will not 'continue' in obedi- 
ence to the Divine and ſtrict Laws 
of true Piety, and Evangelical Holi- 
neſs. © And! this makes '\men 'flie ſo 
haſtily' from Chriſt's Colours, to the 
Enemies 'Camp. Thus'the DoQrine 
of abſolute Decrees, is ſet upby ſome 
a City of Refuge for the worſt kind 
of ſinners, the moſt deſperate ones to 
file unto, hoping there to obtain ſafe. 
| ty ; nay {ome'perſons ſnatch at this 
b - Tenet, as at a Plank to preſerve them 
b from the common Shipwrack of _ 
| EI be * | = n- 
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ſinfulface of Mankind 53 and many 
times they do lay ſo much ſtreſsunto it, 
and ſo heavy a weight of ſinupon it, 
that they as ſoon fink both their conhi- 
dence, and the Doctrine it ſelf, and ſo 


it cannot ſecurely land them on the 
Shoar and ſafety. 


162 it Difenſo of the 
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CHAP. XXXIL 


32. N D now I could further 
make it evident to you, that 
this ſo deſtructive an opinion of irre- 
ſpeCtive Decrees, 1s plainly contradic- 
tory to that expreſs Maxim, and Poſi- 
tion in Gods ſacred Word, in Heb. 1 2. 
14. That without holineſs, «xaos, ms 
porting true {anCtification and purity 
' of life, without which no man {bat ſee 
the Lord. But here *tis ſtrange, that 
the Devil that great impoſtor, ſhould 
draw a more conliderable company in- 
toajoint league of friendſhip with him- 
ſelf; and that men ſhould ſet them- 
ſelves in open hoſtility againſt God 
and Piety. This certainly is a moſt 
cunning faſcination of the Spirit of de- 
luſton, that he ſhould bewitch a far © 
greater number with the deceitfulneſs 
of ſin, than God can counter-charm 
with the ſweetneſs of his Mercy ? And 
that the Devil ſhould preval more 
with his arguments of flattery , cn 
| _ rag 
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the"Lord can with the ſacred endear- FIN 


ments of his love and clemency ? 
This is an egreg10us piece of folly, that 
men ſhould ſufter themſelves ſo ſheep. 
iſhly tobe entangled, and ar laſt enſna- 
red into unhappy contracts and mor. 
gages of themſelves, and at length 
to be forced to ſell their ſouls outright ; 
and that all this while poor men will 
not accept of an eternal Eſtate, and a 
never failing Inheritance, purchaſed 
by the Blood of Chriſt our Saviour , 
$woarysuirec, Without farther diſpute, or 
the leaſt Controverſie ; this fo deſpe- . 
rate a madneſs, this {o deplorable an 
effect; this chuſing ruine bare-fac*d,' 
cat never proceed from any poſitive 
neceſſitating Decree of the Almighties, 
but meerly trom the horrible perverſe- 
neſs of Mens own Wills, that the ligh- 
ter things of this World, ſhould 
weigh down and turn the ſcale, and 
ballance men more, than the far more 
ponderous and weightier maſs of eter- 


- nal Glory? And ſhall men till conti- 


nue to {wallow down the gilded Pills 
of fin and wickedneſs, rather than the 
ſovereign Cordials of Gods Grace and 
Mercy preſcrib'd and tender*d in his 
holy Goſpel? And laftly, What ſhall 


wc 


A Diſcourſe of the 
we imagine will become of men"that- 
will be more oblig'd by tranſient fſin- 
ful delights, and ſhort-liv'd enjoyments 
in this world, than by real though 
diſtant proſpeQs of a future ate of fe. 
licity ineverlaſting Glory ? and which 
is wonderfully prodigious, that men. 
ſhould be more affected with howling 
and gnaſhing of teeth , than with the 
{weeteſt harmony and . melodies of 
Heaven? Certainly then, from all. 
theſe Conſiderations, we may colleCt a 
very ſafe Inference, That Mans de- 
ſtruction and ruine is of himſelf ; ler 
us not therefore ever argue it, or fetch 
it higher from the divine Decree ofab- 
folute Reprobation ; it mult of neceffi- 
ty be ſuperinduc*d from another diffe- 
rent and foreign Coaſt. Let therefore 
the accurſed Fruits of ſin and iniquity, 
the bitterneſs of its effects be own*d 
and acknowledg'd to derive and ſpring 
from its own native foil, the corrupt 
ground of our own depraved hearts : 
For not only the fatal growth of fin, 
but the fin it ſelf does ariſe from the 
unhappy root of our own vicious na- 
tures and conſtitutions. ?Tis reported 
of the Pelicax, that ſhe violently tears 


her tender Breaſt with her {ſharper 
Beak, 
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3 Beak;-4o that at thole very orifices ſhe 
'# lets forth life; Proprizs configimur alts:the 
event of Mens aCtions parallels the Hi- 
ſtory ; for a ſinner 1s ſocruel to him- 
{elf, that he does inflict his own mor- - 
tal wounds, and that with his own 
hands, whereby the ſoul does eternal- 
ly periſh ; thus we become Vipers to 
our ſelves, and tear out our own bow- 
els; our greateſt enemies are inbred, 
thoſe Op and domeſtick ones, and 
all the Darts whereby weare too {ad- 
ly hurt and wounded, are taken out 
of our own Quiver; and as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks, we fall by our own iniqui- 
ties, And therefore that ſevere incre- 
pation which the Prophet Hoſes uſes 
againſt 1/rae/, as in Hoſea 13.9. may 
as well be applied to every rebellious 
ſinner, Thou haſt perfetly deſtroyed thy 
ſelf. In which place, words ſeem to 
run themſelves into ſentences of grief 
and ſorrow, for mens wonderful ſtub- 
borneſs and impenitence. Thus you 
clearly ſee, that weare the ſole cauſes 
of our own ruine, we become princt1- 
pals and accefſaries to our own unhap- 
' Þy fate. And Men do the greateſt in- 


_ jury to themſelves, when they ſo ſcorn- 
fully contemn the moſt effectual 7s 
| 0- 


A Diſconrſe of the 
ſovereign remedy for their fins and" 
wounds,, when men will not come un- 
to Chriſt, that they might have life, 
and that by the right uſe of the means 
direAly conducing to it. Now the Al. 
mighty does not compel any to happi- 
£4 4 he does not force our conſent, but 
he endeavours to draw all men by the 
great attraQtives of his love, and be- 
nign purpoſes of his Goodneſs towards 
them ; he forces liberty on no perſon, 
men may defie a Manumiihonif they 
pleaſe, and ſo ſubmit themſelves to the 
moſt ignoble vaſſalage of ſin and Satan; 
they may ſuffer their ears to be fixt 
and nailed to the door poſt, as the ſer- 
vant under ' the old Law did, as in 
Exod. 21. 5. when he ſhall ptainly fay, 
T love my Maſter, my Wife, and my Chils 
dren, I will not go free. Thus he and 
every refractory Rnner -may undergo a 
whole age of toil and bondage, and ſo 
become the captives of fin and of the 
Devil, and fall in love with chains, 
and doat on fetters : Men, I ſay, may 
continue in this moſt ſervile and {laviſh 
ſtate, and never accept of a bleſſed en- 
anchiſement ; but here *tis ſad tore- 
et, that this Devils pretended prg* 
miles of freedom, ſhall have more ef- 
Ccacy 
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F ca&y on Mens hearts and minds, tlian 
the'real Redemption of us by bur ble{- 
ſed Saviour from the wort of ſlaveries, 
and bondage to corruption. ?Tis a hor « 
rid pieceof ſtupidity, that men ſhould 
{o willingly give up their ears to be bo- 
ren by ſo cruel a Maſter, that great 
Abaddon, or deſtroyer of Men, who 
though he allows. men proeys yet 
they are only itnaginary pleaſures, and 
they will be ſure to be attended with 
bitterneſs, nay with furure ſtings and 
ſtripes. Now affuredly, 1 Chriſt make 
#5 free, as in S. John 8.36. then ſhall 
we be free indeed, and that by being ad- 
vanc'd into the glorious liberty of 
the Sons of God. So that now no man 
can pretend to any fatal neceſſity of 
_ continuing in a condition of horrid 
fervitude, and the ſevereſt thraldom ; 
or in the leaſt wile, to be faſt tied m 
the cords of ruine and deſtruEtion; and 
ſhall che Devil then lead us captive at 
his will ? and ſhall he prefent fin and 
guy 18 its moſt amiable and lovely 
drels ? and with ſuch att inviting at- 
pe, that men will reſolve toenjoy its 
treacherous embraces, tho? they _ 
_ ktlow theth to be deadly and fatal ones! 
Shall men prefer paint and colour, 
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fore the Beauty: of Holineſs *-which® 
ſhould not only allure the eye, but ra- 
viſh and charm the very heart. Now 
the prattice of true Piety, is the unk. 
yerſal intendment of the Goſpel, and 
the habevdum of Gods Mercies. The 
whole Tenour of his Evangelical Co. 
venant of eternal life, and: bleſſednels,- 
runs in a. conditional form and ſtyle 
of real obedience, which is the moſt. 
eftetual means of making. all Gods 
promiſed bleſſings in the ſacred” Scri« 
pture to be really ours, and ſo we may 
very ſafely. appropriate; them to our 
ſelves. And now men ſhould divert 
their uſeleſs and vain contemplations 
from aſpiring 'to a too, confident 
ſearch into the ſeveral pretended links 
of abſolute Predeſtination, they ſhould 
rather -tie themſelves in the firmeſt 
bands of Chriſtian diligence and care, 
and all to this great _—_ as 1n 2 Pet. I, 
,6, 7- To add to the chain of Chri- 
ian Graces and Vertues, to unite to 
their knowledge faith, and to their 
faith to: annex patience, and to faſten 
their patience 1n an indifſoluble knot 
of real. . godlinefs, firmly twiſted in 
' Brotherly kindneſs ; and thus ending 
in a laſting charity towards all _ 


———A__ —_ SBS & 7 abt Ws on 


' Nitnte of Gods Decrees. 369 


I might now more fully demonſtrate 
to you, that from this tallactous pre- 
text of peremptory Decrees, the wild- 
eſt and moſt erroneous conlſequen- 
ces, and praQtices imaginable have been 
deduc*d, and that from this ſo abomi- 
nable a Principle. I ſhall forbear to 
| preſent you with a larger Catalogue 
of its diſmal and pernicious effects; 
tor we ſhall find roo many pregnant 
Ro of its inzuſpicious and fatal in- [ 
uence, if we make no farther enqui- | 
ry than our own experience prompts 

us to:; For where this Doctrine hath 

been rooted, and too faſtly rivetted in 
mens minds, it hath produc'd the molt 
formidable and direfylylls, it does 
highly embolden men lin, and ir 

does feem to confecrate the fouleſt and 
moſt enormous Crimes, and ſets men 

on to a ready ſubverſion of well order- 

ed and governed Kingdoms ; . on this 
very notorious andfalle pretence, that” 

- only the Elect, the Saints muſt bear 

the greateſt rule, and exerciſe the high- 
eſt and ſole dominion on Earth. And 
the fundamental cauſe of all Religious 
quarrels, hath been the ſtarted-up Te- 
net of abſolute Predeſtination 3 ſo that 
 -. the 
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the force of this erroneous perſwaſion 
may be very ca{ily colle&ted from this, 
that it carries a ſecret Venome along 
with it, and the admiſſion of it isas 
of Poyſon into the Body, which as 
quickly runs from the heart to the 
hand ;. which does as ſoon lift up it ſelf 
; in horrible rebellion, and diſobedience 
, againſt what 1s truly the beſt, as re- 
gal Government 1s. And upon this 
account too too many have ſacrificed 
their lives, and that in an unhappy 
julitifcation of their Schiſm, and 
Crimes, and open Rebellion, being 
truly animated thereunto on this con- 
fidence , and pure 1mpulle, that they 
are abſolut redeſtinated , and ſo 
/ they are. ir riect ſtate of Grace, 
and Salvation, . So that ſome perſons 
that tdke up this Doctrine, think that 
they, may live in the .perpetration of 
the greateſt ſins, without the leaſt 
danger..as-to the final event of their 
ſouls ; asthough the hopes of Heaven 
and happineſs may ſtand, and become 
_ truly confiſtent with a moſt profligate © } 
and vicious life. For: if abſolute; Pre- - 
deſtination. mult be freely . granted, 
without -any conlideration of piety, & 
in 


Fi 
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1 41in in perſons ; then to what purpoſe 
ſhould men be fill and daily preſt to 
50 on in the {trineſles of Religion, or 
of ſanctity. ': For it 1s all one, nay the 
very the ſame, whether a man be good 
or bad, truly innocent, or a criminal ; 
if neither the being the one or the 0+ 
ther, will no-way make an alteration - 
in the fatal concluſion, or iſſue of 
things. Indeed, this deſperate opini- 
on-hath a mighty influence to the dif- 
paragement of a {trit and pious life, 
Fis the unhappy fomenter of irreligi- 
on, it highly contributes to horrid im- 
pieties ; and it becomes bath Parent 
and Nurſe te the vileſt actions, and 
the moſt abominable Rebellions in 
well ordered Kingdoms. And there 
bave not been wanting many-eminent 
iatruments thereof ; when the 'Mini- 
{ters of the Golpel, which {hould be 
the Embafſadors of peace, have turn'd 
Heralds to proclaim a pretended ho- 
ly War, whereby they have been 19 
; ucceksful, that they have raiſed-grea- 
' ter armies of vice, than-oof Men ; and 
| then it does ſeem an indifferent con- 
zeſt, whether the Uſurper, 'or the Own- 
er have the beſt. and greateſt right.; 
Bb.z2 mul- 
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multitude indeed, and ſtrength ſwaying 
- the- Mohile ether way : for the deſpt- 
> rately Hflpgitious rabble -do ' run in 
Troops, when Rebellion does entitle 
God to the Cauſe; fo .that then the 
worſt muſt be immediately. Chri- 
{ten'd the Righteous, the, holy Cauſe. 
Now in the inflammation of any Mem- 
ber in the natural Body, there 1s a pre- 
ſent' junio, and confluence of aſſiſting 
noxious humours, which do ſtrength- 
en'and cauſe the exacerbation of the 
diſeaſe. Tis the ſame in the Body 
Politick, no ſooner hath the inflamma- 
tion-of Pride blown up! ambitious de-« 
ſires into a ready rebellion, but all the 
{ins of the people multer themſelves 
up, and Mflie - thither - for ſanctuary. - 
What Bankrupt will not then hope to 
pay his ' adverſe Creditor with the |} 
Sword ?\ and thus cancel all his obli- 
gations by ſpoil and rapine 3 and then 
every” private jar ' offers it ſelf to 
be Tevenged. So' that when  Min- 
ſters themſelves ( theſe: Pulpit.-Incen- 
daries )- have inflamed 'mens heads 
and” hearts with a giddy and erroneous 
zeal; they have'preſently made/ſuch 
uſe of their” new Converts, as Hanni- 
nat; [4d bal 
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bil did of thole Oxex , 'when he 
did firſt fire the combultible . matter, 
that was placed between their horns, 
he immediately ſent them forth to kin- 
dle the. greater diſturbance, . and to 
: bring wild hreintothe enemies Camp, I 

In tlus very manner the giddy multt- 

tude running in Herds, have been 

T excited to the preatelt incurſions, 
 F not only in exerciling their (trengrh 
and fury in puſhing at, but if poſſible 
to beat down flat, and ſo violently 

to trample on a due and lawful Con- 
ſtitution and Government. And then 

when the flame of ſedition does break 
forth, men are quickly inſtzgated to 

the commiſhon of the moſt daring 

1 fins, and damnableimpieties, and that 
by the ready promiles of their Religious 
Enchanters, who do pretend to ſecure 
men Heaven. by ſending them down- 
right to Hell ; that pretend to. reverſe. 
S. Pauls ſentence, That he that reliſt- 
eth the power, does really receive 
damnation ; that on the contrary, the 
moſt rebellious ſhall be infallibly 1a- 
ved, by reaſon they .are concluded , 
within the limits, and ſafe boundaries 
of abſolute Predeſtination. - * Thus 
Bb 3 ſome 
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ſome zealous Butefeau”'s have ſtart- 
ed up in the Pulpit; and have ſeem- 
ed to engage and morgage Hea- 
ven for the vileſt Rebels ſecurity, and 
all to gain Auxiliaries from bold fin, 
and impudent vice. Thus they have 
highly animated their Profelytes on ro 
the commiſſion ofthe moſt open impie- 
ties, and that by the repeated promiſes 
of their certain and infallible falvati- 
on ( as they come within the compaſs 
of unconditional Eleion ) nay, ſome 
Predeſtinarian Informers of the 
Conſiftory of Gezeva, do loudly af- 
firm, that men by acting the higheſt 
Rebellions, perpetrating To great evils, 
have thereby piven the cleareſt teſti- 
fication, that they are truly Prede- 
ſtinated ; otherwayes they muſt come 
under the direful Anathema of Cur/c 
ye Meroz; becauſe they would not 
come forth to the help of the Lords 
Anointed, his ſeparated and Ele 
people: Thus theſe egregions Impol- 
rers have arrived to fo great a height 
of wickedneſs, that they have preten- 
ded to have overpowered Omnipo- 
tence it felfz nay to revoke and re- 
lcthd the divine Decrces, who __ 

1x7 by 
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fully aſſured men eternal falvation, 
nay, even ſuch perſons who have done 
things worthy, and that. of etern.l 
damnation : ahd all this mult be bot- 
tomed and built on that ſo weak a 
foundation of Gods abſolute Decrees. 


 Whereupon theſe Empiricks in Divi- 


nity, have proclaimed the infallible be- 
nefit ofthis way, of this Antidote, 
that ſo men may be Jap. 4 to 
{wallow down ealily the moſt deadly 
Poyſons, the moſt deſtruQtive errors, 
and the moſt fatal prejudices both 
againſt Church and State; and by 
this means the greateſt Malefactors 
may be induc'd to flie to the Horns of 
this new eredted Altar ; and the vi- 
leſt Criminals, who being almoſt in- 
gulpht in a deep deſpair, by reaſon 
of his horribly ſinful courſe of lite, 
will quickly and as greedily catch at 
theſe weak Reeds ( like ſinking men 
at ſlender twigs) I mean theſe1nbxm 
Dottrines of unconditional EleMion 
and Reprobation, Truly this ſo con- 
fident a Generation of Men , do 
offer the greateſt affront, and the 
higheſt contumely to an infinitel 
righteous God, when they ſhroud fo 
Bb 4 many 
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| many notorious fins and pollutions ' 
under his purer Patronage :' For ſome } 
make this Dofrine large enough to 
cover | the greateſt heap of fins, and 
rebellions under the skirts of its Man- 

tle, when men do not make it. their 
care, nay become leſs induftrious 

to conceal their iniquities withinrhem- 
ſelves in their own Breaſts and Bo- 
{ſoms, but rather buſite themſelves 

in wrapping them up, and ſo hi- 
ding. them under the Veil of the 
Sanctuary of the Lord, the thin Vela- 

men of the irreſpeQive Decrees of 

God, boaſting that ſuch Theſes are 
truly divine 'and warrantable, and all 

tro perſwade men into a plenary belief 

'of them: though the Elpouſed prin- 

ciple "inthe natural tendency of it (as 

I 13% demonſtrated at large ) is truly 
deſtruQtive of a good & truly pious life. 

For it nips the bud of growing vertue, 

it deſtroys the life and vigour of Chri- 
tian Religion; ſo that 'this opinion 

will tempt men to live rather like the 
vileſt' Heathen, than the true and pu- 

Ter Chriſtian. Nay, this Afſertion be- 
comes more pernicious, and ofa far 
nore dangerous conſequence, as i, 
Fg 9 TT nie 
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reliding only 1n the mere idea: of a 
mans underſtanding, in the bare no- 
tion, or nicer ſpeculation of it, but it 
breaks forth into Mens praQtices , 
they thereby making a plain confeſſi- 
on of their real belief of it ;' nay, this 
| Doftrine hath been and is impregna- 
ted with vigour and power, and al- 
moſt with life it ſelf, ſeeming really 
to be ſo; and that by the unanimous 
and united {uffrages of the Abettors 
of it. And herel ſhall appeal to the 
judgment of ſober perlons, to any that 
are of unbiaſled principles, whether 
this opinion of mine of Conditional 
Decrees, does not with greater rea- 
ſon, and to better purpoles-of Piety, 
explicate the truth, chan the contra- 
ry allertion does. I ſhall humbly 
deſire all perſons that are ſound and 
Orthodox, duly to weigh and conſider, 
xhich Poſition does moſt glorifie 
God, and brings the moſt honour to 
his Juſtice, and reputation to his 
Goodneſs, and which does moit ad- 
vance the intereſt of 'holy living : 
And laſtly, which is moſt apt to 
make men _ become advocates for 
ſloth, careleſneſs, and impiety. Thus 
A Sir, 
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Sir, you may clearly perceive, that 
I have uled my GE Catcavour ro 
gve you as full ſatisfaction as I can 
as tothis ſo weighty and grand Que- 
ſhon of Divine Predeſtination ; this 
. being truly the Hindge upon which 
moſt of our Modern Wures, and 
our unhappy unchriſtian differences 
and animolities have moved, and 
turned. However, they that 
would have - all their doubts ſolv'd 
concerning the proper nature of Gods 
Decrees, let them readily adhere to 
the method, and the ſafe way pre- 
ſcribed by our Saviour in the Go- | 
ſpel, That if men will be eternally | 
happy hereafter, they ſhould be rea- 
dily perſwaded to be truly. pious 
here, though ſome vainly they 
or rather dream, that holineſs of life, 
is not ſo ſtrictly commanded by God. 
Bur now if men will admit a belief  ' 
| of this {6 horrid a Poſition, then the 
Gates of Heaven can never be ſhut 
apainſt any, and then the narrow 
Way would become the broad one. 
But the evil and deſperate courſes of 
men which have been occafioned by 
adhering tv this fo ill a Principle, 
whereby 
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whereby an inhnite guilt is contrac- 
ted, and eternal miſery, the neceſſa. 
ry conſequence of ir, a due convicti- 
on of this, and of unavoidable enſuing 
danger, is the cleareſt confuration 
imaginable of the perniciouſneſs of 
this Doctrine. And now I have in- 
ſiſted the longer to diſcover rhe 
weakneſs of the Dordrefan Theſis 
of Abſolute Decrees, and all to re. 
move the belief of, and aſſent to 
ſo falſe a Propoſition, out of mens 
hearts, which hath ſuch a blaſtin 
influence to Hinder the growth and 
ſpring of Goodneſs and all Chriſtian 
Vertues ; ſince the violent and too 
eager vindication ofthis opinion, hath 
become the _ bait, and tempta- 
tion to withdraw men from the pra- 
Qtice of true Piety, and of a ſevere 
and ſtrict Religion. Let none then 
be deterred from the ſtudies of a_ ho. 
Iy life ; and them: all _— perform- 
ing the ſacred Will of God, by obey. 
ing the moſt. Religious injuncti. 
ons of the bleſſed Feſws, ſhall afſu. 
redly know which of the controver- 
ted Dodtrines, either of- Abſolute, or \ 


Conditional - EleQion and Reproba- 
tion, 
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tion, is of God, as in tÞ& 77h. of Johy, 
and the 17:4. Verl. For our bleſſed Sa- 
viour in that place, delivers it in an 
exprels aftirmation, T hat if any man 
will do his will, he ſhall know of the 
Dottrine, whether it be off God or of 
' nan; the meer Chimera, or the 
phantaitick illuſion of a giddy and 
tulant brain. Then and then on- 
ly we ſhall find the undoubted cer- 
tainty, and infallible aſſurance of all 
by the bleſſed effetts of righteouſneſs 
in everlaſting bliſs and happineſs. - 
To conclude this Chapter, and there- 
with at preſent to put a pericd to 
this Diſcourſe, I ſhall only inform 
you, That the late Primate of 4-- 
magh, the Learned, and, for Piety, 
truly venerable Biſhop Uſher, a lit- 
tle before he died, did openly pro- 
feſs his utter abhorrence of the Ge- 
neva Doctrine, and Diſcipline ; and 
he did breath forth his laſt in a firm 
and full belief, that the Decrees and 
Conſtitutions of the Almighty were 
_ conditional, 1a a perfect intuition of a 
mans Faith, or impenitence, his obe- 
dience, or rebellion, his greater pie- 
ty, or more deteltable ſins and crimes. 
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Now this publick declaration of this 

reat truth, and that to divers per- 
ſons of eminent worth, was very re- 
markable ; ſince 1n that very junure 
of time ofa mans death, the clear un- 
derſtanding of things, and the moſt 
perfect notices of truth are fully awa- 
kened ; and ſo conſequently men do 
ſee then'that which they would not 
willingly fee, or diſcern, or at leaſt 
acknowledge before. Laſtly, Mr. 
Calvin does confeſs once for all, That 
the divine Decrees are not according 
to the abſolute Power and Sove- 
reignty of God, in contradiſtinction 
to his Juſtice ; and then they mult be 
reſolv'd into the other part of the 
dilemma, That they are in an equal 
conſideration : of both his divine Ju- 
ſtice, and tender Mercy. As on the 
one' hand, they have a direct aſpect 
on the Almighties Juſtice ; ſo they 
do alſo receive the reflex of his Mer- 
cy and Goodneſs, {ince there 1s no 
juſtice but ' carries along with it a 
mixture 'of compaſſion : M the grea« 
teſt ſeverity of the Letter of the Law 


of Man, is:indeed the very cruelty of 


a Law. | Thus you ſee T have endea- 
| | VOUr- 
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 voured to difcover a found and cer- 

tain Principle from what is truly du- _ 
bious and uncertain ; and 1 have 
made it my buſineſs to prefent you 
with Gods revealed Will, being not 
too forward to pry inta his ſecret ane. 
The farmer 1s and muft be. granted, 
and I perfwade my ſelf the latter 


mult be ——__ to be the 
fame: and in this manner I have de- 
clared what is moſt reaſonable to af- 
firm and averr : whereby you may un- 
derftand, that I do not make too 
bold  reflexions upon the divine At- 
tributes ; and thus (as ſome have 
done) call in queſtion. the reputa- 
tion of Gods. Juſtice and infinite 
Goodnefſs : yet | here it muſt be gran- 
ted, That the prefixinag Mr. Ca/wz's 
Name, hath given a great reputati- 
to very many errors; and *tis very - 
obvious in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that 
many perfons have entertaineda bigh 
veneration. for fome opinions, which 
have been derived from no other ori- 
inal,. chan the great reverence they 
have for, and will pay to the Author ; 
as in that \fo- memorable:'an inſtance 
of Papias, who: was the: Diſcipleand 


Scholar 
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Scholar of S.John, of whom the 
Church Hiftory does inform us, that 
= the great and venerable efteem of 
2 his perſon did refle& ſhine, and re- 
' FF putation on the firlt appearance of 

the Error of the AMjfenaries, which 
was, and is, That our Saviour 
Chriſt ſhould come at laſt to live, 
and glorioully to reign one thou- 
ſand Years on the Earth. Now 
the Primitive Chriſtians . could nor 
entertain a belief, that ſo really pi- 
ous a perſon would enſnare them 1n- 
to a perſuaſion of an opinion, which 
was not like himſelf, truly Orthodox 
and ſound, and Apoſtalical ; and 
therefore lome eminent Fathers of 
the Church, as J«/ti» Martyr, and 
t Alrenzw, did unanimoully follow Pa- 
F pas in the very footſteps of his poſi- 
- 4 rive Aﬀertion among them. Thus 
T when Mens perſons are admired, 
'F then their common breath paſſes-in- 
to divine Ajr ; then all their Notians 
are preſently umbib'd, and as greedi- 
fucked 4n, though never 1{o un- 
ound and malignant : But*ris ſtrange 
that ſome ſhould eſteem. the ſayings 
of fallible' men, as the Oracles =_ 


TC I'us. . * 7.49 
ww + F EYT \ 
TEL \ 


 Gad'; and -that- their - bold afirma- 
l: tives thould be acknowledged for the |}. 
IF ' moſt convincing Arguments. Now 4// 
=® this admiring, and ſo. erefting Altars 
to mens /private Opinions, and ſfoſa- }\ 


crificing,” their "Beliefs on ' that, hath 
been. of ſo fatal”a conſequence, that 
ſore "mens © ptivate fancies have 
been! carefully:-nurſt, and ſo' grown 
up-- into publick 'errors ; infomuch. 
that they 1+ this manner have given 
a {ad perpetuity 'to, thoſe Peſtilential 
Doctrines; ''which  elſe' would! have 
expired, and have drawn their laſt 
breath ' with their Authours. Yet. 
however here 'I ſhall not be too for- 
ward- to anſwer that Queſtion, and. 
reſolve that doubt which Epr/copins 
does. propoſe, whether Mr. Calvir's 
Works have not done, and produc'd. 
far. more miſchief and hurt, than real 
good.in the Church of God'; and now 
among us muſt men become 'as fa- 
mous on Record for their deſperate 
Doctrines and Hereſies , ' as that per- 
ſon+ was for' his exceeding preat and 
violent malice, that did ſet the Tem- 
le: of Diana on fire ? as ſome 
tke' the too hot Sons of Zebeaee 
" have 
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have ſet the now Chriſtian'/Church 
 |-inflames? And all this ro fo ipglori- 
' 4] ous' an end; 'and upon' poſſibly no 
Y better a defign, than that they mighe 
_ 4\ſhine, and that, in the very worlt 
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þ Mr. Calvin does ſeem 'to make a tull 
\ | proof of his Dotrine, and-as cleara 
| belief of it, becanſ? he was: abſo- 
. | Intely born to be the grand and un- 
controuled Patron "of it, the great 
defender of this Gezeva Faith, though 
be gives , and layes down 'no better 
ground for” it ; but becauſe he ap- 
proves . and applauds ir, (as though® 
' men were  infallibly decreed to fee 
| with his ves ,, and not preſume to 
| give a judgment of any thing that 
ves dilgn{this Palate) and 10 he pro- 


| ceeds in the,common way, and road 
| of an "Exemplam (that being as im- 
perfeft a Syllogiſm in Logick, as 
bis Diſcourſe and Argumentation 


mm———_—_—_—__{ 


was concerning this point and ſub- 
ject) and: that he really likes the Do- 
Qrine, becauſe he hath choſen-it; 
and as abſolutely concludes it. to be 
Tight, becauſe it is the proper objet 

- his *EleCtion ; fo that being per- 
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nal damnation of men (the greateſt 
of all calamities and miſeries ). 1 could 
now evince to you farther, That this 
Doctrine of abſolute Predeſtination 
hath, and is made the infallible touch- 
ſtone of all others, and it hath been 
ſet up, and made the ftandard by 
which the moſt weighty and 1mpor- 
tant truths are to be judged, and mea- 
ſured ; fo that no Dofdrine by ſuch 
men can be eſteemed holy and truly 
divine, neither the more moderate 
Profeſſors of them holy and good, if 
it and they have not the ſtamp, and 
real impreſs of this of Gods irreſpe- 
tive Decrees upon it. And all the 
| contra-Remonſtrants Theſes 1n Divint- 
ty (of this Claſſhs of men) are un- 
happily built on this ſo fandy and 
infirm foundation of abſolute EleQti- 
on and Reprobation. Now to quote 
them all, and to give you a Cata- 
logue of them would be as endleſs, 
as difficult a Province, and all would 
be but the multiplying impertinen- 
cies and tediouſneſs. Bur laftly, Why 
ſhould Mr.Calviz and his followers pro- 
hibit men to make a ftri& inquiry into 
the nature of the Divine proceedings 
BS ' "WE 2 ſince 
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ſince that opinion muſt needs con- 
demn it felt ro be counterfeir, when! 


it refuſeth thetrial of the Touchſtone ? Þ 


For when men deny to plead in 
Courts of Juſtice, it 1s, and muſt cer. Þ 
tainly be concluded, that their cauſe 
is bad, when they will not come to 
the Teſt. . And that muſt neceſſarily. 
be- accounted and reputed an errour, 
that does lurk, and hide it ſelf, which 
wraps up it ſelf in Miſt, and dwells 
in obſcurity; which diſdains to ap- 
pear 1n the day-lightof truth. Nay, 


uch a Doctrine is moſt dangerous 
and pernicious, when it ſo highly 
concerns the Kingdom and the Church 
the great fſatery and joynt intereſt 
of both, to have it come under due 
examination ; eſpecially fince under 
'this ſpecious and plauſible pretence, 
the peace and tranquillity of the King- 


- dom, and of our Church hath all a- 


long. and now ſtill is too often and too 


: adly diſturbed. | And now by all that 


I have offered (good Sir) to your ſe- 
nous conſideration, and your fuller, 


_ and cleareſt information; you may 


evidently diſcover, that my real and 


- ſincere purpoſe is to vindicate the 


"truth 
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F truth of my preſent Aſſertion, whence * * 
you may ſez, that what Thave done, 

hath not been to ſatisfie the demands 

ofan importuning curioſity, or to gra- 

tifie the too nice 1nquiſitivenels of ſome 

perſons ; but only to enlighten you 

and others, in the right knowledge of 
yours, and their duty : And to enforce | 
all by ſoundneſs of Argument, and 

the greatelt weight of Reaſon. So 

that I have not attempted to ſpin a 

fine and curious thred of diſcourſe, 

neither to aftet any ſtarcht formality 

in ſpeech, or quaintnels of expreſſion. 

For I have aimed only at perſpicuity, 

and deſigned due fignificancy of words, 

being indeed in this weighty point, 

more concern'd to convince mens 
judgments, if not invincibly fortified, 

and unhappily prepoſſeſt with preju- 

dices againſt it; than ſo powerfully to 

prevail and win on mens affeCtions, - 

ſo that you will find my whole ſe. 

ries of Diſcourſe to be-very plain and 
practical ; which however, like Met- 

tals re aſſum'd, and taken back intoa : 
Crucible, 1t might probably run more y 
refin*d, or it may become like Gold 4 
Ore, run purer, as being caſt into a 
better 


= 
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ple, and of the Kingdom, Mach 
Proteſtant Church, which in con 

_ ance of time, the Divine ron, 


- ſhallbe effeQed by, 


Moft worthy Sir, 


! 


Your moſt obliged and 


humble Serwant, 


; ty 
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